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LETTER I. 






Parii* 

X 

^ MY DEAR. SIR, 

While far along the moral hori- 
zon of France the tcmpcft became every 
hour more black and turbulent, the 
fpring, earlier and morcprofufe of graces 
than in the climate of England, arofe ia 
its unfullied freihnefs, and formed a con« 
traft at which humanity fickened. The 
lovely environs of Paris are not, like thofc 
of London, fo encumbered with houfes 
. and buildings that you mull travel ten or 
twelve miles from town to find thccoun* 
Vol, II, B try^ 
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try, but, the moment you 'have pafTed the 
barriers of the city, prefcm you with all 
the charming variety of vine-clad hills, 
and fields, and woods, and lawns. Imme- 
diately after our releafe from prifon we 
quitted our apartments in the centre of 
the tQwn, and tried to flielter ourfelves 
from obfervation in an habitation fitu- 
ated in the moft remote part of the faux- 
bourg Germain. From thence a few- 
minutes walk led us to the country. 
But we no longer dared, as we had done 
the preceding year, to forget awhile the 
horrors of our fituation by wandering 
occafibnally amidft the noble parks of St. 
Cloud, the wild woods of Mcudon, or the 
elegant gardens of Bellevue, all within 
an hour's ride of Paris. Thofe feats, once 
the refidence of fallen royalty, were now 
haunted by vulgar defpots, by revolution- 
ary commiflaries, by fpies of the police, 
atic^fome times by the fanguinary decern- 
virs^themfelves. Often they held their 

feftive 
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fcftive orgies in thofe fccnes of beauty, 
where they dared to caft their polluting 
glance on. nature, and tread with profane 
fteps her hallowed recefles. Even the 
revolutionary jury ufed fometimes on a 
decadi, the only day of fufpenfion from 
their work of death, to go to Marly or 
Verfailles ; and, ftcepcd as they were to 
the very lips in blood, without being 
haunted by the mangled fpeftres of thofe 
whom they had murdered the preceding 
day, they faw nature in her moft benign 
afpeft, pleading the caufe of humanity 
and mercy, and returned to fcaft upon 
the groans of thofe whoiti they were to 
murder on the morrow. 

Thofe regions of decorated beauty be- 
ing now forbidden ground, we confined 
our walks to fome pafturage lands near . 
the toivn, which were interfperfed with a 
few fcattered hamlets, and ikirted by 
hills, and were fo unfrequented, that we 
heard no founds except the fheep-bell, 
B 2 and 
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and the nightingales^ and faw no human 
figure but an old peafant with a white 
beard, who together with a large black 
dog took care of the flock. It was in 
thefe walks that th^ foul, which the fcencs 
of Paris petrified with terror, melted at 
the view of the f96thing landfcape, and 
riiat the eye was lifted up to heaven 
with tears of rcfignation mingled with 
hope. I have no words to paint the 
ftrong- feeling of reludance with which 
I always returned from our walks to 
Paris, that den of carnage, that flaughter- 
houfe of man. How 1 envied the pea- 
fant his lonely hut! for I had now stU 
moft loft the idea of focial happinefs. 
My difturbed imagination divided the 
communities of men but into two claflJes, 
the opprcffor and the opprcffed ; and 
peace feemcd only to exift with folir 
tude. 

On the 15th of Germinal (the begin* 
ningof iipril,) the committee of public 

fafety, 
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(afcty, or rather of public extermination, 
caufed a lav^ to bepaiTed, ordering all die 
former nobility and ftr angers to leave Paris 
widiin ten days, under the penalty of be- 
ing put out of the law; which meant, that 
if found in Paris after that period, they 
were to be led to the fcaffold without a tri- 
al, as foon as their perfons were identified. 
This law, to which my family and myfclf 
were fubjeft, was a part of the plan o£ 
general profcription that Robefpierrc had 
formed againft nobles and foreigners $ 
and which he was now impatient to put 
in force. We were ordered by the decree, 
after choofmg the place of our. retreat, 
to prefent ourielves at the revolutionary 
committee of our refpeftive fedkions, who 
delivered to each of us not a pafTport, 
but what was called a pafs, on which 
was written a declaration that we left 
Paris in conformity to the law of the 26th 
of Germinal. Thus were we condemn- 
ed to wander into the country with this 
B 3 pafs. 
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pafs, which was the mark of Gain upon 
«ur foreheads, and which under pain of 
imprifonment we were to drpofic ac the 
municipality where we bent our courfej 
and we were alio, condemned to prefent 
ourfelves every twenty-four hours before 
the municipality and infcribe our names 
on a lift, which was to be difpatched 
every decade to the committee of public 
fafety. And left the country municipa- 
}ities ihould miftake the intentions of 
the committee, and treat particular indi* 
viduals with lenity upon their produ* 
cing teftimpnies of their attachment to 
thecaufe of the revolution, thefe devoted 
vidims wcreordered by a decree to burn 
every certificate of civifm of which they 
. might happen to be in poffcffion. We 
chofe for the place of our retreat a lit- 
tle village half a mile diftant from Marly, 
and with hearts overwhelmed with an- 
guifli bade adieu to my filter, who, being 
married to a Frenchman, was exempted 

from 
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from ihe law •, and we were once more 
driven from our home, not to return un- 
der ihe penalty of dea h. Our neigh- 
bours came weeping to our gate to take 
leave of us ; and the poor, who were the 
only clafs which now dared to utter a 
complaint, murmured loudly^ at the in- 
juflice of the decree. We were obli- 
ged to pafs the fquare of the revolution, 
where we fawthe guillotine crefted, tlie 
crowd aiTcmbled for the bloody tragedy, 
. and the gens d'armes on horfeback, fol* 
: lowed by vidims who were lo be facri- 
ficed) entering ^ the fquare. Such was 
.the daily fpeAaclc which' had fucceeded 
the painted fhows, the itinerant theatres, 
the mountebank, the dance, the fong, 
the Ihifting fcenes of harmlefs gaiety, 
which ufed to attract the cheerful crowd 
as they paffed from the Thuilleries to 
the Champs Elifees. 

When we reached the barrier we were 

flopped by a concourfe of carriages filled 

B 4 with 
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with former nobles, and were obliged to 
wait till our paffes were examined in our 
turn. The proceffion at the gate was 
Angular and afFefting. Mofl: of the fu- 
gitives having, like ourfelves, deferred 
their departure till the laft day, and it 
being the forfeiture of our heads to be 
found in Paris the day following, the 
demand for carriages was fo great, and 
the price cxafted by thofe who let them 
out, and who knew the . urgency of the 
caie, fo exorbitant, that a coach or cha« 
riot was a luxury which- fell only to ttie 
lot of a favoured few. The greater nunv 
bcr were furnifhed with cabriolets, which 
jfeemed from their tottering condition 
Ibmewhat emblematical of decayed no- 
bility ; and many who found even thefe 
crazy vehicles too coftly, journeyed m 
the carts which tranfporc^d their furni- 
ture, feated upon the chairs they were 
conveying to their new abodes. 

We reached our little dwelling at the 

hour 
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hour of fun.fet. The hiils were fringed 
with clouds, which ftill reflcfted the 
fading colours of the day; the woods 
were in deep Ihadow j a fbft veil was 
thrown over nature, and objeds indit 
tinftly fccn were decorated by imagination 
with thofe graces which were mod con- 
genial to ihe feelings of the nioment. 
The air was full of delicious fragrance, 
and the ftillncfs of the fcene was only dif- 
turbed by founds the moft foothing in 
nature, the foft ruftling of the leaves, or 
the plaintive notes of the wood-pigeon. 
The tears which the (peftacle of the guil- 
lotine had petrified with horror, now 
flowed again with melancholy luxury. 
Our habitation was fituatcd within a-few 
paces of the noUe park of Marly j and 
the defemed alleys overgrown with long 
grafs — th^ encumbering fragments of 
rock, over which once fell the minoic caf- 
cadeSywhofe ftreams nodon^er murmur-^ 
the piles of marble which once formed tne 
B 5 bed 
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be.d.of cryftal bafons — the fcattered ma- 
chinery of the jets d'eaux, whofe fources 
.are dried— the fallen ftatues — the defaced 
.fymbolsof feudality— the weeds fpringing 
between the ftone fteps of the afcent to 
the defertcd palace — the cobwebbed win- 
dows of the gay pavillions, were all in 
.union with that penfivenefs of mind 
which our prefent circumftances natu- 
rally excited. And Jacre, where we could 
fee nothing of Paris but the diftant dome 
of the Pantheon, we (hould have been 
.lefs unhappy, if we had not too well 
known that the committee of public 
fafety had not fent nobles and foreigners 
into the country, to enjoy the freflinefs of 
rural gales, or the beauty of the opening 
fpring> but as the firft ftep towards a ge- 
neral profcription 5 * and as we pafled 
every evening throggh^the park of Marly, 
in order to appear before the municipa* 
lity, that appalling idea '^ breathed a 
browner horror over the woods/* Wc 

were 
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were again refcued from the general ^dan- 
ger by the two benevolent commiflaric* 
of the revolutionary connmittee of .our 
feftion, who when they came to conduct 
us to prifon had treated us with fo much 

^ gentlenefs, who had afterwards reclaimed 
us of the adminiftration of police, and 
who now, unfolicited and even unafked, 
went to the corrmittee of public fafety^ 
declared they would anfwer for us with 

. their lives, and caufed us to be put intso 
requifition ; a form which enabled us to 
return to Paris, and thus fnatched us froip 
the clafs of the fufpefted and the pro- 
fcribcd. To their humanity we probably 
owe our exiftcnce ; and I fliall ever recoi- 
led with gratitude that noble courage 
which led them amidft the cruel impulfe 
of revolutionary government, the move- 

• me/if of which was accelerated as it w<;»t 
on, to paufe and fuccour the unfortu- 
nate. I have the fatisfadion of adding^ 
that thofc commiffaries arc now at liberty 

B 6 OA 
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on account of their general good con* 
duft, while fcarccly any other members 
of revolQtionary committees have cfcaped 
imprifonment. Our benefadofs have in- 
(deed a right to this honourable ex* 
ception; who, although appointed the 
immediate agents of terror, the order of 
the day, regulated their a6tions by the 
eternal code of humanity. 

A ftiort time before our departure fronfi 
Paris, the guillotine, upon which fo many 
kifiDCent viftims had been facrificed, for 
once ftreamcd with the blood of tte 
guilty : 

** The guSty only were of lift bereft : 
•♦-Alas! the guihyonly then were left !'* 

LvcAN't Pharsalia» 

One of the fccrets of Robcfpierre's go- 
viernment was to employ as the (^ep-lad- 
ders of his ambition men whofe charac- 
ters were marked with opprobrium, or 
ftained with crimes. Such men were bed 

fuitcd 
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fuited to his purpofe ; fnce they weffB 
not likely to paufe in ihe execution of 
his' orders, depending upon his favour, 
perhaps, for flieitcr from legal punifh* 
ment •, and when they had fulfilled the 
part he allotted them, and he no longer 
flood in need of their agency, he had fuf. 
ficient addrcfs to lead them to make fomc 
extravagant propofition, which he deno- 
ininated ultra-revolutionary^ and for which, 
he fent them to the fcafFold, even with tlfc 
approbation of the public. Such was 
the fentimenc excited by the execution of 
Hcbert, one of the chiefs of the nwnici- 
pality of Paris, whofc arreft by the con)* 
miffion of twelve, previoufly.to the thirtj-- 
firft of May, dad ferved the confpirators 
as the (i^nal for ringing that fatal tocfin 
which was the knell of liberty, Hebcrt 
was the man who upon the trial of Marie 
Antoinette outraged all the feelings of 
nature, by an accufation which wrung 
from her burfling heart that afie&ing aj^- 

pcal 
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peal to "every mother who was prefent^ 
It was he who loaded her with the indig- 
nity of grofs abufe, and poured the bit- 
ternefs of infult into the cup of death. 
lie foon after adled again at the revolii- 
• tionary tribunal the part 6f evidence 
. againft the twenty-one ; thofe virtuous 
patriots, the Sidneys and the Ruflels of 
. their country, whofe niartyrdom has been 
avenged, not as they wifhed, but as they 
predifted, by fcenes of univerfal defolation 
and defpair, 

Hebert was gommonly called Pcre du 

Chefne, on account of a daily paper he 

publiflied, bearing that title. In this 

. paper he profefled to tread in the fteps 

of Marat,, and indeed he proved himfcif 

. worthy to be his lineal fucceflbr. He 

had the fame infatiable thirft of blood ; 

. he demanded with the fame vehemence 

the heads of all confpirators, nobles, bank- 

erSj writers and merchants, the fadtion 

of federalifts, and the faftion of Pitt and 

Cobourg^ 



Cobourg, Thofe mild demands were 
breathed in the language of the loweft 
vulgar : every line was enforced by an 
oath, and every period rounded by an im- 
precation. Camille Defmoulins, after 
drawing the charader of this journal, 
concluded by faying that it .was written 
" pour faire les delices de Coblcntz, ct le 
feul efpoir de Pitt*," Such was^Hebert! _ 
who having fuccecded with his colleagues 
of the municipality in accomplifhing 
what they called .the revolution of the 
31ft of May, felt witji indignation that 
his revolutionary genius was forced to 
bend before the geniUs of Robelpierre, 
and determined to immortalize the month 
of Ventofeby a new revolution. 

They had hitherto met with fuch 
fplendid fuccefs in infurredion, that 
they began to think it was n3 very dif- 
ficult enterprife, now that the routine 

* To form the delight of Coblcntz, and thcLonly 
hope of Pitt.. 

wa6> 
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wa^ known. It wa^ but to ring the tocfin, 
beat the gencrale,put the city under arms, 
take the direftion of the military force, 
overthrow the committee of public fafe- 
ty, and fcize the reins of government. 
The ides of March, however, proved as 
fatal to, the dominion of the red cap, as 
they had heretofore done to that of the 
purple robe. In vain Hebcrt mounted 
the tribune at the Cordeliers, aflerted that 
tyranny exiftcd, and caufcd a black vefl 
to be thrown over the table of the rights 
of man — In vain the fedion of Marat 
declared itfelf in infurreftion: the other 
fcftioDs of Paris were of opinion, that to 
go from the committee of public fafcty to 
the municipality was flying from Scylla 
to Chary bdisj and though all France 
groaned under the tyranny of the com- 
mittee, there was little hope that the 
wounds of the bleeding country Would be 
healed by men who were the leaders of 
maflaCBTi and the preachers' of the agra* 

rian 
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rian hw. The Parifians therefore ap- 
plauded the. decree which fent Hcbert 
and twenty of his co-adjutors in revolu- 
tionary crimes to that fanguinary tribu- 
nal, which, after a mockery of trial, or- 
dered them to execution, " and bade the 
cruel feel the pains they gave." There 
appeared fo much of retribution in the 
circumftances that attended the death of. 
Hebcrt. and his colleagues, that it fecmed 
as if Heaven were vifibly ftretching fortji 
its Bivtn to pmri(h the guilty. For it is re- 
markable enough, that they were not 
tried for any of the multiplied crimes 
they had committed^ but for having a£* 
ferted that tyranny exifted : a facred truth 
which every heart fwelled to acknow- 
ledge, though no lips but theirs had 
dared to give it utterance. — The behavi- 
our of Hcbert and his aflbciates upon the 
approach of death was far different from 
that of the innocent fuffercrs who had 
confciences 'void of reproach. Along 

thofc 
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thofe fubterrancous galleries where all 
the light which entered was "darknds 
vifible/' terrific phantoms covered with 
blood leemed to purfue their fteps, and 
with menacing looks prepare to drag ihern 
to abyfies of deeper horror:- they fan- 
cied they, faw the headlefs trunks of mur- 
dered vidims encumbering the ground •, 
they heard human groans and (hrieks 
founding, hollow through the vaulted 
paffages ; while the kaife of the guillo- 
tine, like MacbethVaerial dagger, hung 
fufpcnded before their affrighted iitiagi- 
nation. Anacharfis -Clootz^ a Pruffian 
.baron and a member of th« national con- 
vention, known by the title which he con- 
ferred upon himfelf, of orator of the hu- 
man race, fufFered death with this band 
of ruffians. He was alfo a preacher of 
blood; but, cruelty being the order of the 
day, what moft dillinguifhed him from 
others was not the ferocity of his prin- 
ciples, but the chimeras of \i'is imagina- 
tion* 
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tion. His publications which were nu- 
merous, were always dated Paris^ chef Uu 
du glohe^ •," and he ferioufly propofed, 
that as foon as all the potentates of the 
earth were overthrown, an event of which 
he had a bird's eye view from the begin- 

^ning of the French revolution, the'people 
of every nation (hould fend . their reprc- 
fcntativcs to Paris, who fhotjld be ho- 
noured with feats in the national aflcm- 
bly of France, and there form an univcr- 
fal republic, c^ which France (hould be 
the centre, and: the other kingdis^ms of the 

. world the departments. ' He propoled for 
inftahce, fhat as foon as the deputies 
of the Englifh nation arrived^ Englaod 
fliould take the name of Le deparcement 
de la Tamifef.' 

Soon after the memorable loth of Au- 

•guft, Anacharfis marched to the bar of 
the legiflative aflembly at the head of a 

* Paris, capital of the globe. 

f The department of the Thames, 

number 
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number of men he had hired to reprcfcnt 
the natives of every quarter of the gjobe, 
and who were clad in the rcrpedivc 
dreffes of the people they perfonatcd. 
This embalTy of the human race de- 
clared, by the organ of their common 
orator Anacharfis, their admiration of 
the French republic, and their attachment 
to its caufe. The conclufion of thts 
dranoa however was lefs fplendid than 
the opening fcene at the bar of the coo- 
vention y for the next niorning tfce dodr 
i»f Anacharfis was befet with luHans^ 
Oennans, Swedes^ Poles, Jews, Turks, 
and Ruffians, clamorouQy demanding to 
be paid : but none were more noify in 
their vociferations than a Calmuck Tartar, 
and an Indian of the banks of the Ohio, 
who menaced their orator with the ven- 
geance of the whole fauxboui^ of St. 
Antoine, if he refufed to pay th^m for the 
lofs of their day's labour, and the hire, of 
their drefles. Anacharfis, after much al* 

tercation. 
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tercation^ came to a compromife witti the 
deputation of the human race, who de- . 
parted not very well fatisfied with their 
champion. — Clootz met death with more 
firmnefs than might have been expeAed » 
from his general charafter, and his athe- 
iftical principles. Hebert and his col- 
leagues paffcd their time, when together, 
like the fallen fpirits in Milton, in mu- 
tual* accufation, till Clootz with a loud 
voice recited to them, thofe wellknowa 
lines : ' 

** Je revois cette nuit^ que de mal confum^, 
C6t6 h cot^ d*un gueux on m^avoit inhum^ ; 
Et que, bleflS poiirmoi d'un pareil voiiiaage. 
En mort de qualit6 je lui tins ce langage.'^ ' 

This citation had the effeft he wilhed : 
they became reconciled to each other; 
and Clootz, whofe only apprehenfion 
was left ahy of them fliould die in reli- 
gious belief, preached atheifm to them 
till their laft figh. 

The death of Hebert was the fignal 

for 
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for throwing off the hideous mafqueradc 
of fanfculottifm, in which all the world 
had been arrayed during the winter, in 
fiibmiffive deference to his interpreta- 
tion of equality. Immediately after his 
execution, the fcene fuddcniy changed : 
black wigs, red caps, failors' jackets, 
and pantaloons were caft afide j and the. 
eye was refreflied w|th the fight of 
combed locks, clean linen, and decent 
apparel ; — while the women, who for 
fome months had reluftantly bound up 
their, hair beneath the round cap of the 
peafant, now unfolded their trcfles, per- 
fumed and powdered, to the vernal gales, 
and decorated in whatever manner they 
thought proper, provided the national 
cockade formed one of their ornaments. 
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LETTER 11. 

X HE execution of Hebert and his 
colleagues was foon followed by that of 
a confiderable number of the mountain 
.deputies, among whom were Danton and 
Camille Defmoulins, names not un- 
known to fame in the annals of the re- 
volution. Danton had adled a diftin- 
guiftied part on the political theatre, be- 
fore Robefpierre had been heard of; and 
Camille Defmoulins, on the day pre- 
ceding the taking of the Baftiile, had the 
glory of being the firft man in France 
who placed the national cockade in his 
hat, and called upon his fellow-citizens 
to fhakc off the fetters of defpotifm. 
And furely it was glorious to be a leader 
of the revolution -, for, although the fun 
of liberty, like the orb of day when feen 
6 through 



( 24 ) 

thrbugh oppofing- mifts, has been 
turned into blood, its dawning beams 
were radiant, and it will again (hake off 
the foul vapours that have hung around 
it, and fpread that unfullicd light which 
exhilarates all nature. 

Rbbefpierre was not deterred from 
marking Danton and Camille Defmou- 
lins as his vidims, by the confidcration 
that Danton had faved him at the mo* 
ment when Louvet's reprefentation of 
his crimes on the 2d of September had 
fp ftrongly excited the indignation of 
the convention, that a decree of accufa* 
tion was on the point of being hurled 
againfl: him ; and that Camille Defmou- 
lins had been his fchool-fellow and 
his friend. But the tyrant felt t|iat Dan- 
ton was too " near the throne ;'* and 
Camille Defmoulins had awakened all 
bis fury by an appeal which he made to 
the people, in a paper called the ** Old 
Cordelier," and . which found an echo 
5 in 
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in every heart. The excefllve feveritjr 
of the revolutionary law agairrft the fuf- 
pefted had excited Defmoulins' indig- 
nation ; and in a happy parallel between 
the capricious tyrannies of the Roman 
emperors and thofe of the committees 
of government*, he expanded the glow- 
ing precifion of Tacitus into charges fo 
extremely ludicrous, that they honoured 
lord Shaftelbnry's axiom, til at ridicule is 
the teft of truth. This publicarion made 
fome atonement to humanity for the mif- 
chiefs which his former writings had 
produced ; above all, that cruel pleafantry 
upon the party of the Gironde, on which 
their aft of accufation was founded. The 
atonement came too late; tyranny was 
eftablifhed ; and Camille Defmoulins pe- 
rifhed, to ufe his own words, ** for hav- 
ing (hed one tear over the unhappy." 
Several other deputies fuffered at the 

* See Appendix, No. !• 
Vol. II. C fame 
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fame time ; and Camille Dcfmoulins ob- 
ferved when he was going to the fcaflfold, 
*' Robefpicrre fait des coups perces de 
la convention," alluding to the mode 
of cutting down the forcfts in France by 
portions, which are marked to be hewn 
at certain periods. The perfon moft re- 
gretted among the deputies who now pe- 
rilhed was Philipeaux, who having been 
fent on a miffion to the Vendee, made 
known at his return the horrors of which 
he had been a wicnefs, and was dragged 
to the fcafFold for having dared to lift 
up the veil which the confpirators had 
thrown over their crimes. Fabre d'Eglan- 
tinc, who had been one of the founders of 
the revolutionary government and the 
auxiliary of Robefpierre, perilhed unla- 
smented. He poffeffed fine talents for 
literature, and had written a celebrated 
comedy, entitled Philinthe.. It was ob- 
ferved, that he had carried the fpirit of 
intrigue which prevailed in his comedy 

into 
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into the part he had aded as legiflator. 
The love of fame, the prevailing paflion 
of authors, he felt ftrong in death \ and 
all his thoughts feemed fixed upon a co- 
medy of five ads, which he had dc- 
pofited at the committee of public fafcty, 
and of which he was afraid Billaud Va- 
rennes would take the credit. Fabre 
^d'Eglantine was alfo the author of the 
new French calendar. Danton, while at 
the Conciergerie, often converfed with 
the pififoners acrofs the bars of his dun ^ 
gcon. He feemed aftiamed -of having 
been duped by Robcfpierre, with whom^ 
by means of a common friend, he had 
an interview a few days before he was 
arretted, in order that they might come to 
an explanation. Danton, after a long 
converfation, finding that he was unable 
to move the implacable Robcfpierre, wha 
liftened to him with a look of infuklng 
malignity, (hed fome tears, and left the 
room, faying, " Je vois que mon fort 
C2 .eft 
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eft decide, mais ma mort fera votre 
ruineV This prediilion was fulfilled ; 
for no fooner had Robefpicrrre rid him- 
felf of all his rivals than he prcffcd for- 
ward with a more rapid courfe towards 
his own dcftruftion. Dan ton in his 
dungeon expatiated continually on the 
charms of nature, on the beauties of 
rural fcenery, and the peace of rural 
fhades. "In revolutions/* cried ^he," the 
power always remains in the hands of 
villains. It is better to be a poor fifher- 
man than to govern men. Thofe fools ! 
they will cry * Long live the republic 1* 
on feeing me pafs to the .fca£fold. — This 
day laft year I caufed the revolutionary 
tribunal to be ioftituted. I aik pardon of 
God and of men -, it was not that it 
fliould become the fcourge of humanity ; 
it was to prevent the renewal of the 

* " I fee that my fate is decided, but my death 
will be your ruin." 

maflacres 
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maiTacres of September/' Camille Def- 
moulins and Danton, who had both pof- 
fcilcd confiderable powers of eloquence, 
defended thcmfclves at the tribunal with 
fa lofty a fpiiit, and treated their judges 
with fo much difdain, that at length ir- 
ritated by their conteriipt and the failles 
of their wir, and impatient at their per- 
fcverance in vindicating themfclves when 
it was determined they fhould die, the 
public accufer fent a letter to the con- 
vention, informing them that the priibn- 
crs were in a date of revolt againft. the 
tribunal. The committee of public fafe- 
ty caufcd a decree to be paffed which 
put them out of the law, and fent in- 
ftantly to execution all fuch of the ac- 
cufed as dared to infult their judges. In 
vain Danton called upon Barrere, upon 
Billaud Varennes, and upon other members 
of the committee of public lafety to ap- 
pear in evidence. Danton was left to 
bis. fate, and fent with his colleagues ta 
C 3 execu^ 
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execution. At the gate of the Concicr* 

gerie, while the exccutionar was placing 

the condemned deputies in the carts, 

Danton amufed the crowd who were 

looking on by many fportive obferva- 

tions. He faid to Fabre d'Eglantine, 

who was a poet, " Eh bien, nous de- 

viendrons tous poetes, nous allons tous 

faire dcs vers */* On his way to the 

fcaffold his head was bare, and many 

pcrfons were ftruck with its rcfcmblance 

to the medals of Socrates. He behaved 

with remarkable firmnefs, converfing with 

thofe who were placed ia the fame cart,, 

and fometimes ahfweriog the eries of thc^ 

populace by looks of ftrong indignation^,. 

When he was tied to the plank he caft 

his eyes upwards to the fatal knife, and 

his countenance and figure affumed an 

exprelTion of magnanimity with which the 

fpeftatcrs were deeply penetrated. 

* An equivoque on the word I'^rj, which m 
French figniSes worms a? well as verfes. 

« Pule 
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•*" Pale heads of Marian chiefs are borne on high, 
Or heap'd together on the forum lie ; 
There Join the meeting flaughters of the town, 
There-c^ch performing villain's deeds are known.'' 
Lvcam's Phahsalia. 

A proof of the horrible oppreffion under 
which we groaned, was, that we lament- 
ed the fate of Danton — of Danton, the 
miniftcr of jufticc on the 2d of Septem- 
ber, and one of the murderers of liberty 
on the 31ft of May ! Yet with all thefe 
CFimes upon his head, Danton ftill pof - 
fefled fome human aflFeftions : his mind 
W€S ftill awake to fome of the fenfibili- 
tics of our nature ; his temper was frank 
and focial, and humanity in defpair leant 
upon him as a fort of refuge from its 
worft oppreflbr. A week after the death 
ot Cathille Defmoulins, his wife, a charm- 
ing woman of twenty-three years of age, 
was led to the fcafFold. For her fate 
no eye except thofe of her barbarous 
ji^ges refufed a tear. Her execution 
C 4 forms 
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forms an epocha in the annals of the re- 
volutionary government J fince on that 
occafion, for the firft time, a confpiracy 
fuppofed in a prifon became the pretext 
for murder, and multitudes afterwards 
perifhed the viftims of that fatal inven- 
tion. Camille Defmoulins was in habits 
of friendfliip with Arthur Dillon, an Irifh 
general^ who had bravely defended the 
pafs in the foreft of Argonne againft the 
Pruffian army, and who held the highe(t 
rank in the fervice of the republic. Soon 
after the 31ft of May, he was arrefted 
with muliiiudcs foupfonncs d'etre fufpeSls*^ 
and was confined in the prifon of thq 
Luxembourg. His hopes of regaining 
his liberty rcfted upon the influence of 
his friend Camille Defmoulins, and he 
was deeply affefted by the intelligence 
of his being fcnt to the revolutionary 
tribunal. In his afiiiftion he made ufe 
of fome imprudent expreflions to a fel- 

* Upon a Jufptclon of being fufpe^ed* 

low 
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low prifoner, andfeemcd to flatter hfm- 
fdf with the hope that the people would 
not fufferfuch a patriot as Dcfmoulins 
to perifli. The wretch to whom Dillon 
confided thefe fentiments had the atro- 
city to write a denunciation againft him, 
to the committee of general fafety, with- 
the view of purchafing his own freedom 
by the life of his unfortunate compa- 
nion. Dillon had alfo, a few days before 
Defmoulins perifhed, written a letter to. 
his wife, exprefilng his fympathy in her 
misfortunes, and his hope that the inno- 
cence of her hulband would yet triumph. 
In this letter Dillon enclofed three 
thoufand livres. All. thefe circumftances 
were made known to the committee ;^ and 
a few days after the execution of Def- 
moulins, Dillon, the turnkey to whom 
he had offered the letter, and Madame 
Defmoulins in the firft tranfports of grief 
upon the lofe of a hufband whom fhe 
tenderly loved, were fent by an order 
C5 of 
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of the committee to the Concicrgerie to 
• take their trial at the revolutionary tri- 
bunal. It appeared upon the trial that 
the turnkey had refufed to take the let- 
ter ; upon which Dillon had dipt it into 
his. pocket; which the turnkey perceiv- 
ing, returned it to. him immediately, and 
Dillon tore it in pieces. Madame Drf- 
moulins, it was therefore clear, had never • 
received the letter or the three* thoufand 
llvres enclofed. She anfwered th^Jntcr- 
rogatories of her judges with the candour 
of innocence, and the fweet.conoplacency 
of her manner fenfibly_affefted the fpec- 
tators, Thofe aflaffins in the robes of 
juftice condemned Dillon to die. as the 
author of a confpiracy in the prifons 
agaiiift the fecurity of the Fi:€nch peo- , 
pie; the turnkey was fent to death for 
having had fuffidient humanity not to 
make a declaration to the police of Dil- 
lon's propofition refpefting the letter; 
and the unfortunate Madame Defmou- 

lins 
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lins was dragged to the fcafFold becaufe 
a letter was written to her which it 
was clearly proved had never been fent. 
In the firft anguifh of reparation from 
the objeft of our affeftions, death ceafes 
to be an evil •, and Madame Defmoulins 
deplored her hulband too tenderly to re- 
gret that they A^ere going to be re -united 
in a happier (late of exiftence* She. 
drcffed herfelf in white, and with fome 
carej and went with a placid fmile upon 
her countenance to execution, converfing 
with her companions in the cart, particu- 
larly with the wife of Hebert, who was 
pu^ to death at the fame time, and met 
her fate with equal firmnefs. It was one 
of the Angular chances of thefe revolu- 
lutionary moments, that Camille Def- 
moulins, who with the pointed fliafcs of 
his wit had overthrown the idol of the 
populace Hebert, perifhed himfelf but a 
fortnight later; and that his own wife and 
the wife of Hebert, featcd on the fame 

C 6 • Hon . 
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ftone in the Conciergerie, deplored their 
mutual lofs, and were led together to the 
fcaffold. The people, as Madame Dcf- 
moulins pafled along the ftreets to exe- 
cution, could notrefift uttering exclama^ 
tions of pity and admiration. *' Commer 
elle eft belle ! elle a Tair fi doux ! quef 
dommage qu'clleva perir*!" At the foot 
of the fcaffold flie embraced the wife of 
Hebert, bade her companions in the cart 
farewell, and refigred herfelf to the exe- 
cutioner with the ferenity of an angel: 
Dillon went to death with great com- 
pofure, and, as he pafled to execution-, 
bowed to a friend of his and mine whom 
he faw in the ftreet. Far different from 
the meek and_ placid refignation with 
which Madame Defmoulins made ths 
facrifice of life in all its bloom and frefli- 
nels, was the behaviour of Chaumcttc 
procureur of the commune, and Gobet 

* ** How beautiful flie is ! how mild fhc looks ! 
what a pity flie ihoyild perifh I'* 

the 
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dte archbifhop of Paris, who perifhed' atr 
the faiue time. Their afpeft teftified thao 
Death appeared to their perturbed fpirits,. 
not in the form he wears to fuffering 
innocence, to whom he comes the mef- 
fcnger of peace, but armed with all hi& 
flings, and clad in all his terrors. 

Chaumette, one of the leaders of the 
Gonfpiracy of the 31 ft of May, faw* him- 
fclf dragged to the fcafFold by the man- 
whom he had powerfully contributed to^ 
paife to fupreme eminence,, and for a 
nieafure by which he expeded to confirm 
his own popularity, which was over- 
throwing the altars of the catholic church.. 
And Gobet, the archbifhop of Paris, a- 
weak old man, whom' Chaumette and. 
Anacharfis Cloorz had perfuaded to go 
with the municipality to the bar of the 
convention, and at fixty-feven years of 
age declare that the profeffion of his life 
had been impofture, that he renounced 
the chriftian faith and his ecclef^iftical 

dignity. 
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dignity, '.and dctnaBdcd that the chutchcsr ' 
confccratcd to religious worlhip (hould 
henceforth become the temples of Reafon, - 
I7as puniflied for his apoftacy wrth Ideath. 
Robefpierrc embraced the new dodlrinc 
fill the church was defpoilcd of all the • 
treafures with which fuperftition had, en- • 
riohed it, and foon after v abolilhcd the ^ 
decadary itdi^s ofthegoddef&Reafon, and ^ 
fcnt her high priells Gobet and Chau- - 
mcttc to the guillotine. One of the few • 
inftances of fortitude in death exemplified . 
by perfons who had neither the confciouf-. 
nefs of innocence nor the fentimcnt of - 
fympathy xo footh their minds in fo ^ 
fevcrea trial, was that of the former 
duke of Orleans, in wbofe life nothing , 
was worthy of applaufe except his manner 
of leaving it. The remembrance of the . 
vote he had given againft his unfortunate 
relation Lewis XVI; from motives of • 
perfonal vengeance and ambition^ could ^ 
not but gnaw upon bis heart, aod deprefs 

hi& 



hfe fpirit, and inuft have been mingled \ 
not only with a feeling of indignation - 
againft the wretches who made him fuffer 
t>pon falfe pretences, but with all the .- 
angui(h:of remorfe for having joined their - 
party,; by .which -adt of debafement he - 
had incurred not only guilt, but its fpcedy ^ 
pgnilhment. Yet notwithftanding fuch : 
refleftions could not faii to embitter his , 
laflt moments, he *went to execution with . 
a calm dignity worthy of a better mind. :, 
Nor did he gratify the populace by be- - 
traying any .emotion when the cart in ■. 
which he was placed Hopped for ten ^ 
minutes before the gate of the Palais* 
R&yal, the fcene of a life of luxurious . 
pleafures. . He Jookcd at the building . 
with apparent uncorxern ; and whatever - 
pangs of recoUeilion might ftrugglc at . 
his heart, his behaviour exprefled no fen- . 
timent but that of magnanimity till he 
expired*. 

The refighation- and courage, with 

which 
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whfch the vidiois of this cruel tyr^ny* 
in general refigned life were truly ad-^ 
mirable. Many youfig perfons, after re- 
ceiving their acl of accufation, compofed 
verfes written with a pencil at the table, 
where they partook their laft repaft with 
their fellow- prifoners. The following, 
written by a young man of twenty-four 
years of age, to his miflrefs, the night be- 
- fore his execution, are fimple and affc(flr 

ingr- 

I; 
t'heure avanre ou jc vais inourif^. 
L'heure fonne ct la mort m'appclle : . 
Je n'ai point de laches d^firs, 
Je ne fuirai point devant ellc : . 
Je meurs plein de foi, plein d'honncur ; . 
Mais Je laiflc ma douce amie 
Dans Ic veuvage et la douleur — 
Ah ! je dois regretter la vie 1 

II. 

Demain, mes yeux inanimes 
Ne s'ouYriront plus fur tcs charmes ^ 
Tes beaux yeux a I'amour fermcs 
Pcxnain feront noyds de larmes*^ 

U 
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La mort glacera cettc main 
Qui m'unlt ^ ma douce amie ! 
Je ne vivrai plus fur ton fcin— 
Ah ! je doi8 regretter la vie ! 

IMITATION^ 



The hour that calls to death is near. 
It brings to me no throb of fear ; 
The breafl that honour arms, can brave 
The murd'rer^s fteel, th* untimely grave ; 
But thou, to whom I gave my heart, 
■^ From thcc for ever mull I part, 
And leave my mourning love to figh i 
Ah; 'tis a cmel taik to die I 

II. 
To-morrow, my closed cye» no moro 
Shall gaze on beauty I adore : 
To-morrow, fadd'ning every grace> 
Unceailng tears (hall bathe thy face | 
To-morrow, chill'd by death's cold grafp^ 
This hand no longer thine fhall clafp ; 
From thee for ever I (hall fly — 
Ah, 'tis a cruel tafk to die I 

Among the crowds who were led ta 
the guillotine, two perfpns only difplayed 

ftrong^ 
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ftrong marks of difmay and terror. One 
of thefe perfons was Madame du Barry, 
the miftrefs of Lewis XV. She had 
been induced to leave England, where 
(he pafled fome time after the revolution, 
and return to France, in order to fecure 
her property j and foon after the 31ft of ^ 
May was led from her beautiful pa- 
vilion at Lucienne, to a prifon in Paris^ . 
by one of the agents of terrori/my who, I 
am'forry to add^ was an Englifliman;. 
The prifons, to ufe a French mode of ex- 
predion, in a Abort time became the anti- ^ 
chambers of the fcafibld ^ and Madame - 
du Barry's mind was impreflcd ftrongly- 
with a prefage of her fate. Whenever 
the door of her chamber in the prifon > 
opened, (he was feized with violent trem- 
bling, and fometimes with fainting fits, , 
At length the fatal fummons to the re- - 
volutionary tribunal arrived. . The chief 
evidence againft her was a negro flave, _, 
whom flif : had reared from an infant, and 

ta,> 
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to whom (he was fo much attached, that 
he was generally to be found in her 
apartments -, and one day Lewis XV^ 
fportively created him governor of Lu- 
cienne, with a pcnfionof fix hundred 
livres a year, which this viper, who ftung 
thebofom that chcrilhed him, (till etijoys^ 
One of the molt flagrant teftimo* 
nies which were produced of Madame 
du Barry's counter-revolutionary prin- 
ciples was Mr. Pitt's pifture, which 
flic faid had been given to her the 
night before her departure from Lor- 
don by lord Thurlow. This unfortu^ 
nktt woman was condemned to die> 
and a peffon of my acquaintance who 
was at that time a prifoner in the Con- 
ciergerie told me, that flie was deluded 
with the promife of pardon provided (he 
would difcovcr the ipot whqre fhe ac- 
knowledged that fome treafures were 
concealed j but no fooner were they 
found, than (he was ordered to execution; 
During hei^ paflage thither Ihe appeared 

almofl: , 
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atmoft dead, and leaned her head upon the 
(houlder of the executioner. But when- 
ihe reached the fquare of the revolution, 
the fight of the inftrument of death rallied 
her finking fpirits, ar.d called forth the 
moft cruel agonies of reludlant nature. 
She rent the air with her fhrieks, and 
was deaf to the expoftulations of Noil, 
a deputy of the Gironde who periQied at. 
the fame time, and who encouraged- her 
to refign. heirfeLf to a fate which was, ia- 
cvitable. Her convulfcd frame acquired 
extraordinary ftrength : (he ftruggled with 
her executioners, and, after a conflid at 
which humanity {hudders, was forced to. 
undergo the fatal Itroke, and releafed. 
from frantic defperation. 

With Madame du Barry periftied the* 
banker Vanderuyver, and histwo fons,aC". 
cufed of being her accomplices in fending 
pioney into England, and alfo of having, 
aided the knights of the poniard, as they 
W.Qre q^Uedjjn the chateau of the ThuiU. 
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leries on the memorable loth of Auguft, 
although twenty-five witneffcs attended 
to prove that Vanderuy vcr had not quit- 
ted his houfe during the whole of that day. 
But thofe who firfl: appeared in his favour 
being arrefted as they went out of court, 
the others made their efcape^ and left this 
unhappy family to their fate. 

Their real crime was their great wealtli, 
-which it was thought expedient to feize, 
£)n this account bankers were the objcdls 
of particular profcription ; for although 
the great revolutionary financier Cambon 
bad one day called them all together, and 
favoured xhem with an harangue of con- 
fiderable length upon the value of paper 
.money, and the worthleffnefs of gold, 
which he aCcrted every real lover of his 
country ought to defpife as drofs, and of 
which he exhorted them to rid themfclves 
as faft as poffible ^ it was feared that 
in fpite of this precious morfel of elo- 
quence, an obftmate attachment to me- 
tallic 
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tallic coin ftill lurked in the hearts of the 
bankers, who were for the moft part 
punifhed for this grovelling predileftion 
with death. Of this number was Laborde, 
once the banker of the court, and now 
guilty of a revenue of two millions of 
livres. This refpeftable old man was 
dragged to the fcaflfold at feventy- fix years 
of age, although fince the firft epocha 
of the revolution he had given unquef- 
tionable proofs of his attachment to its 
caufe, and the magnificence of his dona- 
tions were more than proportionate to his 
wealth. His firft patriotic gift was twenty 
thoufand loiiis ; he had fent all the fine 
horfes with which his ftables were filled to 
the municipality-, he had lodged troops of 
national guards at his houfe ; and above 
all, he had been the father of the country 
where his. fine feat of Meriville was 
placed. The year before his death I had 
paffcd fome very agreeable days at that 
iioble manfion, where firangers properly 

recom- 
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Tecommended were received and enter- 
tained with the moft fplendid hofpitality. 
The pleafure-grounds had been formed 
in a flat fituation unfavourable to beauty* 
With immenfc labour and expence paf- 
toral hills arofe, and jutting rocks hung 
over cryftal waters, or were worn into 
fragments by the fall of lavifli cafcades. 
A beautiful Grecian temple reared its 
Corinthian pillars upon a broad green af- 
cent, and amidft the deep receflcs of 
fpreading oaks a monument was ereded 
to Captain Copk. Perhaps the decorated 
fcenes of Meriville are fomewhat too 
richly hung with ornaments-, but in creat- 
ing this blooming Eden, which was the 
work of years, MonC Laborde had given 
employ«ient to the whole country. For a 
great extent of fpace round his dwelling 
no wants were felt which his munificence 
was not eager to relievej and when the eye 
faw him, it blcffcd him. Nor was the 

good 
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^od he conferred confined to the pre* 
cindts of his own poffeflions. The Paris 
markets were often fupplied with fuch 
articles of living as were moft wanted, at 
the very time when its owner was lan- 
guilhing in prifon. With tears and la- 
mentations his tenants heatd of his con- 
finement. Whole villages and munici- 
palities crowded to the bar of the con- 
vention, and claimed the enlargement of 
their common benefadlor, but in vain. 
The rich fpoils of his chateau were too 
tempting to be refifted, the feizure of his 
immenfe property was an expedient of 
finance, and as a preliminary ftep to its 
confifcation he was put to death. 

I have mentioned among the multi- 
tudes who perifhed, that Madame du 
Barry and one other perfon only were 
remarked for having betrayed fymp- 
toms of weaknefs and terror in their 
laft moments. You will be furprifed to 
* hear 
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hear that this perfon was general C«f* 
tine. 

Who cofhbats bravdy h not therefore brate t 
He fears a deatb*be4 like tlie meancft flave* 

This unfortunate general, ^though ao 
cullomed to look upon death with intre- 
pidity in the r^n^s of battle, Ihrunk from 
it in a fornn of horror for which he was 
ynprepared^ His fon, an amiable and ac- 
complilhed young man, who fuffered a 
few months after as the accomplice pf his 
father, becauie he had given proofs of 
filial affei^tion, behaved with admirable 
courage. I ihal,l tranfcribe a letter which 
he fent to his wife on the day of his exe^- 
cution *. 

This interefting young woman had the 
courage, during the trial of her father- 
in-law the general, to fit at his feet at the 
tribunal, to wipe the damps from his 

♦ See Appendix, No* II. 
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brow, to animate his failing fpirits, and 
calm the agitation of his mind by her 
foothing attentions.: After feeipg her.^uf- 
baad dragged to the . fcaffbld, 0ie was 
thrown into prilbn, from which fhe was 
one of the Jaft perfons releafed. 

EarFy in the fpring Madame Elizabeth 
was brought before the revolution aty tri- 
^bunal. The only crime that <!oiild be 
imputed to her was that (he was the fitter 
of a king, and had (hewn that iteadfaft 
fidelity to her brother, which in generous 
minds, whatever might be their political 
opinions, would have excited fentinients 
of efteem and admiration. She had taken 
no part in. thofe fatal fchemes of crooked 
policy, which, by feeking to feize once 
more that defpotic power which the will 
of a mighty nation had torn from its 
grafp, loft that limited empire, and that 
circumfcribed domfnion of which it might 
ftill have held poflrffion, Bqt whatever 
were the errors of Lewis XVL or the 

vices 
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vices of-Marie Antoinette, no blaq:^e was 
by any party imputed to the princefs 
Elizabeth. She had neither Ihafed in the 
intrigues or thelicentioufncfs of the coufti 
All that was known of her inprpfpcrity 
was her virtuous manners, and her dharU 
table difpofition; and in advcrfity, her un* 
(haken ffiendlhipfor her brother, and hef 
> piety and refign:;tion toGpd, Shehad fuf^ 
fered not only the moft fevere extremes o^ 
calamity, but all thofe indignities, wants, 
amd hardlhips, which could give misfor- 
tune a keener edge-, for, during the ty-^- 
ranny of Robefpierre, the forms of do? 
cency which had till then been obferved 
were altogether difregafded. She, who had 
been ufcd to the long train df attendants • 
of the mod fpletidid cduf t of Eurdpe, was 
compelled to perform the mod. menial 
offices herfelf i. to drefs her fcanty meil, 
and to fweep the floor of her prifon. In 
fuch circumftances, with no fay of hope 
to cheer the gloomy towers where (he was 
b 2 iihmured. 
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immured, except that hope which wa$ 
fixed on a better ftate of exiftencc — (he 
probably looked upon death as her moft 
foothing refuge, and therefore met it with 
franquillity and firmnefs. 1 fhall tranfcribe 
her examination at the revolutionary tri- 
bunal, not only as a proof of the calmnefs 
^nd dignity with which (he anfwered the 
interrogatories of her barbarous judges, 
but alio as a fpecimen of the manner, in 
irvhich the trials at this fanguiriary court 
were condufted even before the period ar- 
rived when all enquiry, all form was laid 
afrde. 

Trial of Madame Elizabeth, as pfibUJbed 
at the Time by the Tribunal. 

Prefident to the Princefs Elizabeth. Where 

were you on the 12th, 13th, 14th of July, 

1789 ? had you any knowledge of thofc 

confpiracies ? 

Elizabeth. I was with my family. I 

had 
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had no knowledge' of any of tbofe cor < 
fpiracies. of which you fpeak, an4 *hci 
events which then took place, I «^as far 
from either forcfccing or fcconding, . ^ 

Caurf. When the tyrant your brother 
fled to Varennes, did you not accompany, 
him? : . 

EUzalfeih. Every confideration lj^< i9« 
to follow my brother; and I qi^de it ^ 
duty then, as I (houki have done oa any 
other occafion* ^j 

CcuH. Did you not appear lit the ici**! 
famous and fcandalous orgies of Ehflibpdy-t 
guard ; a^id did you not walk round the 
table with Marie Antoiaetecy to induce 
each of the goefts ix> Kpeat the horrid* 
oath which they h^d fworn to cxtermi^! 
nate every patriot, in order to ftiffe liberty 
in its birth, and re-eilablifli thetDttcring 
throne ? " 

EJizabeth. Such orgies I believe nevtf 

took pla;ce } but I declare that I was in no 

manner whatever informed of their having 

D 3 hap- 
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happened, and never had any concern in 

' Court.' Ycu'do not fpeak troth : and 
your denial can be of no ufe to you, when 
iljs.contradiifted an one fide by public 
npt^ritty, and on the other by the likeli- 
hood which there muft be in every fcnfi- 
ble^man^s opinion, that a woman fo inti- 
mately connefted as you were with Marie 
Antoinette, both by the ties of blood and 
thofe of the ftridleft friendfbip, could not 
btt« be a fliai-ec in her machinations, aftd 
favoured thenn to the utmoftof her power. 
Youiwcre therefore neceffarily in league 
with the wife of the tyrant ; you pro-' . 
vioked the abominable oath taken by the 
fateUites of the court, to exterminate and . 
anniMflate liberty in its birth; you. have 
likewifc provoked thofe bloody outrages 
done to the precious fign of liberty, the 
three-colaured cockade^ in caufmg your 
. accomplices to tread it underfoot. 
Elizahetb. I have already faid that all 

thcfe 
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tkdt things were foreign t;Q my chj^rader,^ 
1 have no other anfwcr to give. 

Courf. Where were you on the loth 
Auguft, 1792 ? '•..'•. 

EHzabeih. I was at the palace, mj 
ufual and natural refidence for fpnie time 

Court. . Did not you pafs the night from., 
the 9th to the 19th of Auguft in your bro-, 
lher*s chamber; and did you hot bold 
fccret conferences • with him, which cjf-, 
plained jto you the end or motives. pfaU 
the movemepts and^jpreparations which, 
were snaking before jo.ur eyes ? j ^^ ^ 

Elizabeth. I pa|rcd,tbe whole night, 
wjiijch you mention with my brother 5 I * 
never left, him. ^, he Jiad 4 great de^jl of. 
confidence in me j neverthelefsl remarked 
nothing, which indicated any thing of 
what afterwards paflcd.^ 

Courti Ypur anfwer is both untrue and 

improbably; and a woman, like you, who 

has fhcwn durinij the whole courfe of the. 

D 4 revo- 
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rtvoltidon fo marked ^n oppoGcion ttt 
the new order of things, -Cannot be be- 
lieved, when Ike would wi(b to oaake us 
think that /be was ignorant ofxhc caufes 
of the meetings of every fort ipyhich took 
place near the palace oft the tift Of this^ 
loth of Augtift. — Will you tell us what 
hindered you from goiftg to bed on the 
night of the 9th of Aiiguft ? ' 

iltzahetB. I did not go to reft, becaufe 
theconftiliited autnoJricies eameto ihiym 
irty brother of the agitadbri' and ferrnerrt* 
which prevarkd^niongtheifthibitahts 6f 
Paris, and of the^ danger which mi'^t 
probably refull froiii Ir.- . 

' CourK ' It is in vain'for you fo difftrti- ' 
biei, efpecially^ after the differifni!''eonfcf- 
fions of Capet's wife, who aflcfted that 
you had attended" the orgies of the body- 
guard, that you had fuppbrted her amFdft 
her fears and ^ppreherifions on the loth 
of Auguft, for the interefts and the life 
of Capet. But what you' will ndt be 

abb 
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of bumaniiy,^nd denotince him as acouft- 
ter-fevolutioliift. Many perJbns wearied 
of fpcdaclesolF horror pux'ai> end to their 
cxiftence ; and fome who defired to die„ 
but ihrunk from giving thcmfelvcs the 
ftrokfc of deaths took hicafur^ to be fe«t 
before t(ie revolutionary tribunal, where 
they knew aflMiins were ever ready. The 
ufual meatiai empteyed for this purpofew^s 
the ct^ of "'Vive fe raiP* words which 
ihariy ybtlrng wonnen Who hid k)ft their- 
pattvitst<trthtk (oViirioA ttic'fcaffold re- 
peated irt/ihe-|>hfenfy 'of ddp^ 
found them, as theywi&ed, apaffport to 
the tohjb. Well might the people oF 
France^ haVbexdatttied irt^ tlie Words b£* 
our dtvitie poeci '^^^"^ '" '"'^ * '* ' ' 
• *' Alai p6bf cmiri^fy;'^aImoft afraici ta* 
know itfelff It cannot be called our 
mother, but our grave;, wliere liothing,. 
but who knows ftotHing, is i:fnc^ freri ta> 
frhlle • where fighs andgfoafts^nd^lhriekl 
th^t rend' the atf'arfi made^'not nfiaHit'edV 

where- 
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where violent forro.w fcems a rnodem . 
ccftafy: the dead man's kncU is there fcarce^ 
afked for whom : and good men's lives 
expire before the fJowers in their caps, dy- 
ing or ere they fickcn/' Macbeth. 

The beginning of the month pf Prai- 
rial, a man of , th? namp . qC Adojiral 
formed the defign of s»U^ffii|ating Robef- 
pierre and Collot. .d't^erbois: he failed, 
in the. attempt,. w*? %ized,.and fqit to 
the qonciegerie. A f?,* ^ay^t A^tc; Afpc^s 
eecile;Ren3u4i-^ gi^l x>f fliii§t«;n,y.caf», 
of age, whoi^ fcpfibUiryJt.^pfiar$..wa»' 
Aogulacly gffe^c4.>y. theJc^R^^jw^cIi, 
were pacing before %r, ^ wl^p^jma^: 
gination periwps. was fomewljat di^rdere^j 
by thofe terrible impreffioqs, ,M the. 
cpwi^ge^ while gn. armed' n^tipii bjjv^ed 
•'ffpfe its aflaffins, to enter alone and: 
unarmed the monfter's ' den, ,and» .ks h. 
woujd fepm. with the intention, 'at the r 
cxpence of life, to p^iqt out to her! 
counL'ymen thetyran.t under whom they" 

groaned. 
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groaned. Cecile Renaud went one monv, 
ing to Robefpierrc's houl'e,. and enquired 
if he was at home. She was anfwered 
in the negative -, and being afkcd what 
fhe wanted, replied that (he came to fee 
what fort of thing was a tyrant:. Upon , ^ 
this declaration fhe was inilantly led to, 
the -committee of general fafety, and, 
went through a long examination. She^ 
again declared with the fame fimplicity,, 
that {he had oqly gone becaufe (he want-^ 
cd to, fee n tyiarvt; and upon, being. 
fearched> no ofieafive il^efi{)on was 6>und 
upon hpT^ and all chat W9S fcpntajned in a, 
little bundle which (beheld under her 
arm. was a change of linen, with whick^ 
(hefaid (he had proyided herfelf^ kopw*.* 
ing fhe fhould want it in prifon. The 
conduft of this heroic young wpmaa 
furnilhcd the tyrants with^an oppQrt:Uqity 
of murder too favourable. tq^ be.ijegleiftr^, 
ed; They inftantly pcockinixed t^^ a; 
vaft plan, of coal'piraoy agairv^ the lives 

\ of 
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cf thofe renowned patriots Collot 
d'Herbois and Robefpierrc had been 
formed by traitors within the prifons, 
and traitors wkhout. 

The father, mother and aunt of Cc- 
cile Renaiid were led with hcrfelf to the 
Conciergcrie, where the was again inter- 
rogated, and threatened that her whole 
family flioirkl perifli with her, if (he did 
not confefs her intention of affaffinating 
Robcfpicrre. She repeated what (he had 
f9id^at the con^mktee ;» and added> thac 
they- inijght p\?t Mer to death if they 
thought proper,' but, if (he defcrved to 
die, it was not for any intentk>n to affaf-- 
fihaife, but for her anti^fcpublitan Ifenti- 
tneiits. Cecile Renaud, who was very 
young and handfome, was dreGied with. 
feme care,> and perhaps coquetry. ^^ Her 
ajppearance led her fayagc j,udges to in- 
vent a new fpecies of quelHbn in order 
t6 bring her to confeflion. By their 
dircftions (he was fltripped. of her own. 

clothes. 
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clothes, and covered with fqualid and dif- 
gufting rags, in which condition (he was 
made to appear in the council-chamber 
and undergo a new interrogatory, where 
the fanie menaces, were repeated,' and 
where (he anfwered as (he had done be- 
fore; and with great fpirit rallied her 
judges upon the abfurdity of trying to 
(hake her purpofe by a mode of punifh- 
ment fo contemptible, Notwichftanding- 
no proof of any intention to affallinate 
Robefpierre could be brought againfl- 
her, (he together -With her whole family 
was put to death. Her two brothers, 
who were fighting the battles of the re- 
public on the 'frontiers, were^ordcred to 
be conduced tQ Paris, that they might 
(hare, her fate -, but the tyrants were too 
impatient for blood to wait their arrival, 
and o^ing to this circumftance they 
cfcaped. 

With Cecile Renaud pcriflied not only 
her own family, but fixty-nine perfons 

were 
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^ere brought from different part* 
and different prifons of Paris, who 
had never fccn or heard of each .other 
iill they met at the Conciergcrie, and 
. were together dragged before the tribu- 
nal, and declared guilty of one common 
confpiracy. Their trial only laftcd a fuffi- 
cienr fcogth of time to call over their 
namesj none of thetn were permitted to 
.make any defence; the jury declared 
themfclvesfatisfied in iheir fouls arid con- 
fciences; and the devoted vidims^ covered 
with the red cloaks worn by affaflins on 
.their way to execution, were led to death. 
Among thofe who perilhed on this occa- 
fion were.madame Sainte Amaranthe, 
her daughter, who had married Monfieur 
Sartine the fon of tbt tx minifter, and 
who ^as now only in her ninetcenih 
year, and one of the moft beautiful wo- 
men in France, and her brother, who was 
but fevcnteen years of age. A friend of 
imine wa^ confined in the fame prifon 

with 
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\vith this family. A fervant from the 
t)utfide of the walls had made madamc 
Saintc 'Aniaranthe undcrllahd by (igns 
that her foh in-law, who had beeh cort- 
lined iH another .prill)n, Kad periflied, and 
that ftie herfclf was in danger. She went 
immediately to her daughter,' and faid to 
'her,^ *^ Yodf hufbahd is no more, and k 
is ^try j)f6bab!e ttikt we ihall follow htm 
to-ttiottovr to the fcaHbld — No tears'^^ 
this is notimeforibftnefs^— we muft pre- 
pare to meet wfth courage a fate that i*s 
'inevitable.^* -Thtneict day palftd, ahd 
no iurhmons to theCbnciergerie'-arrivedj 
'Dut'on tKe n'rgh't following at eleven 
o'clock a huifiicr entered madame Sainte 
Amaranthc's chamber, and told her (he 
was wanted' belo\V. The call was well 
underftood. *' And are not we too 
wanted?" cri6d"her 'fon and daughter. 
"Certainly,'*" anfwcred the huifl^cr. 
They both flew to their mother, threw 
their arms round her neck, and exclaim- 
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cd, « We Ih^U die together !" The next 
day they periflicd. Fouquicr Tainvilie, 
the publi? accufer, that monftcr, " hor* 
ribiy^rick'd with blood of fathers, mo- 
uthers, daughters,fons^ bak*d and iffip^fted 
with the parching ftrcets,*' placed hicnielf 
at a window of the Conciergcrie clofe to the 
^a^e.thfpugh which the prnfiijilf^* paffed, 
;i^|OrdQT to. aftend the c?rts. w^^h were 
to carry them to executio^, ,,,'lj^h^rp.Jic 
feafted bis atrocious foMl with the fight 
of fixty-nine vidims, covered with affaf- 
iins' cloaks ^ and obfer ving aii^ong them 
fome ypung woin?n, garticujarly the 
lovely madame Sartine,^ \y(^lki|ig towards 
the vehicles of de^th with that firmnefs 
which belongs to innocence-, *< How bold 
thofe wop^cn look!" icried Fouquicr^ en- 
raged at their calmp^fsj^J' I inuft gqand 
fee if they f^ejv the feipe. .effrontery on 
the fcafFold, even if I (hould lofe my 
.dinner !*' 

Robefpjierre had jooiy attained nearly 

the 
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the fummic of his hopes; and his ignd« 
ranee being equal to his vanity, he did 
not perceive that the few fteps he had to 
climb before he could grafp at abfolute 
dominion, muft be trodden with cautious 
prudence ; fince he had advanced fo far, 
that, if he was now compelled to defcend, 
it could only be by a defcent which would 
lead to death. He had ' deftroyed hh 
moft powerful rival Danton ; but hia 
fpies and emiflaries, and above all his 
guilty confcicnce, told him that more of 
his colleagues muft fall to give him per- 
feft fafety. He read in the countenances 
of the deputies, in the filent gloom with 
which his edids were fandioned, that 
new ftorms gathered over his head ; and 
he prepared, in conjunftion with Cou- 
thon, the means of putting the lives of 
all thofe who oppofed him more abfo- 
lutely in his power. In^ the mean time 
he thought fit to amufe the people by a 
feftival in honour of the Supreme Being, 
Vol. !!• E whofe 
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^hofe cxiftence he had lately proclaimed, 
and whofc name he had dared to utter 
with bis unhallowed lips. The plan of 
the feftival was arranged by the cele- 
brated painter David; he, whofc mind 
the cultivation of the finer arcs has had 
no power to fofcen ; who, not fatisfied 
^ith difpJaying on canvafs thofe fceoes 
df fangumary guilt which from the hor- 
i«ors they ckcite furnilh fit fubjeds for 
the pencil, has contributed to give them 
in his bleeding country " a local habi- 
tation and a name ;" who, inftead of che- 
fiihing. that facred flame of enlightened 
liberty which is connefted with the fub- 
limer powers of the imagination, was the 
lacquey of the tyrant Robefpierre, and 
the friend of the man of blood, Marat ; 
who, ambitious of recorded difgrace, of 
innnortal ignominy, debafcd the nobleft 
gift of heaven, genius, and employed his 
degraded pencil in tracing the hideous 
features of the monfter Marat, while a 
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groaning people were compelled to bow 
the knee before the image he had fet up% 
and who, at the tribune of the national 
convention, infulted all common fenfc 
and decency by a comparifon which, 
from its audacious abfurdity, excites as 
much ridicule as indignation, " Cato, 
Ariftidcs, Socrates, Timoleon, Fabricius, 
and Phocion,'* exclaims the panegyrift 
David, " ye whofe venerable lives I ad- 
mire, I have not lived with you — but I 
have known Marat !" (bleffed compen- 
fation !) " I have admired him like you, 
and pofterity will do him juftice !** Yes, 
David, repofe with your idol upon the 
civic crowns, the palms and laurels won 
by revolutionary meafures, and doubt 
not that pofterity will do ample juftice 
both to you and Marat. Pofterity will 
indeed be fpared the talk of overthrow- 
ing his altars, fince they are already in 
the duft ; and while the offences of many 
of our vulgar tyrants will be forgotten 
£ 2 with 
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with their ignoble names, David's flianic 
will be as durable as his celebrity. 

While I am upon the fubjeft of Marat 
and his friend, I cannot help obfcrving, 
that nothing appears more ftrange to us 
in this country than the oprnions which 
are formed in England of the public 
charadkers of France, not by the enemies 
but by the friends of the French revolu* 
tion. That Brijflbt, Guadet, Vergniaud 
Ihould receive* no incenfe of applaufe 
from thofe who perhaps lament that the 
king*s caftle of the Baftille was over- 
thrown, is natural ; but when we hear 
Mr. Shefidan fpeak in the houfe of com- 
mons of the fa£Iion of the Girotide^ and 
when we read in Mr. Gilbert Wakefield's 
anfwer to Mr. Paine's pamphlet his re- 
mark upon the Briffitine faEHon^ we are 
filled, with aftonifbment. They might 
with as much propriety talk of the fac- 
tion of Sidney, of Ruffel, and of Hamp- 
den. Such obfcrvations are blafpHemies 

indeed 
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indeed from the lovers of liberty ; they 
who ought to pronounce with veneration 
the names of thofe illuftrious martyrs, 
who, after the mod honourable ftrugglea 
for their country, Ihed their blood upon 
the fcaflFold in its qaule, with heroifni 
worthy of the prdudeft days of Greece 
or Rome. But though the iron fceptre 
of revolutionary government has i:e- 
ftraincd the groans, the lamentations, of 
a mourning nation for the fall of its beft 
defenders 5 and thougli the flaviih pen of 
the Moniteur^ from which Europe re- 
ceived French intelligence, applauded 
the affaflins of liberty ; though Briflbt, it 
was aflerted,. had filled his coffers v/ich 
EngliQi gold, while his widow was Jan- 
guifliing with an infant at her breaflr, 
with no other nouriflmicnt than bread 
and water, in one of the dungeons of 
Robefpierre, and at this moment exifts 
with three children " (teeped in poverty 
to the very lips j" yet with becoming pride 
E 3 diC- 
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difdaining to folicit fupport, till the me- 
mory of her hulband has received, as it 
fliortly will do, fome mark of public 
atonement and public honour-, hiftory 
will do juftice to his charafter — hiftory 
will judge between Briflbt and Robe- 
fpierre, between the Gironde and the 
Mountain. Hiftory will not confound 
thofe fanguinary arid ambitious men who 
paffed along the revolutionary horizon 
like baneful .meteors, fpreading deftnic-^ 
tion in their courfe, with thofe whofe ta- 
lents formed a radiant conftellation in the 
zone of freedom, and diffufed benignant 
beams over the hcmifphere till extin- 
guiftied by ftorms and darknefs. 

Perhaps it will not bt difpleafing to 
you to read the following fketch of Brif- 
fot, traced by Madame Roland, who was 
intimately acquainted with him, and who 
was fo admirable a judge of character, 

" Briflbt came to vifit us : I know 
nothing more pleafant than the firft in- 
terview 
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icTvie^ of thofe who, though conacdled' 
by correfpondence, have never feen each 
other. Wc look with earneftnefs to fee if 
she features of the face bear any refem- 
blance to the phyfiiognomy of the foul, 
and if the figure of the perfon confirms: 
the opinipn^ which we have fornied of the 
mind. 

" The fimplicity of Briffot*s manners^ 
his franknefs, his natural negligence, 
fccmed to me in pcrfcft harmony with 
the aufterity of his principles: but I 
found in him a fort of lightnefs of mind 
acid charaftcr which was not very confid- 
ent with the fcrioufncfc of a philoibphen 
This difpofitioii always gave me uneali- 
nefs^,, and his enemies always took ad- 
.vantage of it. Tiit more I became ac-* 
quainted with him, the greater was my 
edeem. It Is impoHible for any one to 
unite a more pcrfed difintereftednefs to 
a more ardent zeal for the public fcrvice, 
or feel with fo perfed a forgctfylncfs of 
E 4 his 
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his own intcreft a greater defire of do- 
ing good. But his writings are more fit- 
ted than his perfon to efFcft it, becaufe 
they have all the authority which reafon, 
juftice and knowledge give to literary 
works, while his figure, from ics want of 
dignity, infpircs no refpeft. He is the 
beft of human beings; a good hufband, 
a tender father, a faithful friend, a vir- 
tuous citizen. His converfation is as mild 
as his charafter is eafy. Confident even 
to imprudence, gay and fprightly as a 
youth of fifteen, he was formed to live 
with the wife, and to be the dupe of the 
wicked. As a well-informed politician^ 
and ftudying during his whole life the 
dififercnt relations of fociety, and the 
means of procuring the greateft quantity 
of happinefs for the human race, he waa 
well acqtiainted with the nature of man, 
and altogether ignorant of the charaders 
of men. He knew that vice cxilted, but 
he neve» could believe him to be a vi-i 
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cious man who fpoke to Him with an 
open countenance; and when he difco- 
vcred fuch perfons he treated them as 
fools whom he ought to pity, without 
taking any precauticns againft them. 
He could not hate: his mind, though 
very fufceptible, had not folidity enough 
for fo vigorous a fcntimt^nt. His know- 
ledge was fo excenfive, that all literary 
labour was m him excremely eafy ; and 
he compofed a treatife with the fame fa- 
cility as another v/ould copy a fong: an 
experienced eye therefore will difcern in 
his works, together with an excellent 
fund of information, the hafly touches of 
a rapid and fometimes a flight mind. 
His aftivity, his good humour, never re- 
fufing to join in any thing which he 
thought ufeful, have given him the air of 
meddling in every thing- and have fub- 
jected him to ani'madverfions as an in- 
triguer by thofe who were eager to find 
fault, A curious kind of intriguer in- 
E5 • dcedt 
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deed I a man who never thought of him- 
fclf, or even the intereft of his friends ^ 
who is as incapable as he is averfe to 
look after his own concerns ; who is na 
more afhamed of poverty than he is afraid 
of death, confidering both as the ufual 
reward of public virtue5. 

** I havefeen him confecrating the whole 
of his time to the revolution, without 
any other motives than wiihing to fee 
the triumph of truths and concurring in^ 
the eftablifliment of the public good -,. 
working diligently at his Journal,, whicb 
he might eafily have made a good objcd; 
of fpeculation, but contenting himfelf. 
with the moderate fhare allowed him, 
by hi& pairtner,. His wife as modelt 
as himfelf, with much prudence and 
great ftrength of mind, formed a more, 
fevere judgment of things. She had,, 
fmce their marriage, continually turned 
her eyes towards the united ftates of 
Americai as the place molt fuited to their 

tafte. 
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tafte, aqd- their manners, and where it 
was eafy to live with a very fmall income, 
'* Briffot had made a voyage thither, and 
they were on the point; of their departure 
whai the revolution fixed^him in France, 
As he was born at Charrres, and was the 
fchool-fellow of Pcthion, who is a na- 
tive of the fame city, Briliot formed a 
ftill ftronger attachment to him in the 
conftituent* affembly, where his know- 
ledgi^ and his labour were of eflential 
fervice to his friend. He brought us 
acquainted wch him^ as well as with 
many other deputies whom former ac- 
quaintance or conformity of opinion and 
zeal for the^ public good frequently call- 
ed together to converfe on the fubjed:. . 
It. was even agreed that, they fhould af- 
Icaible four hours a week. in the evemng 
at mylioufe,becaufeI was always at home, 
had good apartments, and was fo conveni- 
ently ficuated that it was not far from any 
of thofe who compofed our little circle.** 
E.6 I cannot 
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I cannot refill adding to this (ketch 
the copy of a letter addrefled by Briffot 
to Barrere, the day after the latter, from 
the tribune of the convention, had pro- 
mifed to fatiatc the people withBriflbt's. 
blood. 

J. P. BRrssoT to Barrere, deputy 
of the convention. 

Abbey prifoti, 7th of Septembav 
2d year of the republic, one 
and indivifible* 

•* THE people afk you for bread, and 
you have promifed them- my blood!* 
You thus ftnrence me to death before I 
appear at the tribunal. Thus you infult 
the people in fuppofing them to have a. • 
tafte for blood, and the tribunals, which 
you conclude are the inftruments of 
your paflions 1 Alas, if my blood could 
furnifh abundance and extinguifh all di«* 
vifions, I would (hed it myfclf in an in- 

ftant» 
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ftant. In order to excufe thiaf fangul-^ 
nary phrafeology, you pretend that 1 am 
forming confpiracies in prifon ; yoa pre- 
tend that I have declared, that before 
xny head fell, inaay in. the conveation 
would fall. 

" This is a new calumny, invented ta 
irritate the minds of the people agait^ft' 
me. I defy you to cite a fingle witnefs, 
a fingle proof of this confpiracy and of 
this ai&rtion. I abhor blood : I would 
not even demand that of my perfeeutors> 
who would willingly drink up mine^ 
Pbilofpphy,, juftice, good order, and 
humanity, are the true foundations of ^ 
tepublic. It is well known^ ray only 
crime is that I have oppofed all othec 
means of eftablifhing it* This is the 
confpiracy which 1 ftill continue to 
praftife in ray prifon. Yes, I am ia 
confpiracy with my triple bars, and my 
triple bolts. I am in confpiracy alone, 
or with the philofophers of antiquity 

who 
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wh© teach me how to fupport my misfoN 
tunes, for the fake of liberty, of whicK 
I have ever been an apoftie. This is the 
{)lol? which (hall be added to the lift of 
thofe already imputed to me, and of 
which you feelc in vain the evidence,, 
fince it is all imaginary. But you wifli. 
for viftims ! Strike then, and^may I be 
tholaft republican facrificed to the fpirit 
of party !** 

But let us leave the martyrs of liberty;. 
and return to the polluted feftival inftitu* 
ted by atyrani. David,ever ready to fulfil- 
the mandates of his. matter Robefpicrre^, 
fteps forth, marlhals the proceflion^ and,, 
like the herald in Othello, "Orders every 
man to put himfelf into triumph.^' 
• At this fpot, by David's command,, 
the mothers are to embrace their daugh* 
ters— at that, the fathers are to clafp their 
Ibns — here, the old are to blefs the young, . 
and there, the young are to kneel to the- 
old— upon this boulevard the people are 
.3 to 
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to fing— upon that^ they muft dancc-^ 
at noon they muft liilen in lilence, and 
at fun-fet they muft rend the air witlL 
acclamations. 

Ah, what was then become of thofe ci- 
vie fcftivals which hailed the firft glories, 
of the revolution ! What was become of 
that fublin^e federation of an aifembled 
nation which had nobly Ihaken off its^ 
ignominious fetters, and exulted in its 
new-born freedom L What was become 
of thofe moments when no emotions* 
•were pre-ordained, no feelings mea^ 
fated out, no acclama^ons decreed *, but. 
when every bofom beat high with admi- 
ration, when every heart throbbed with 
cnthufiiiftic tranfport, when, every eye 
melted into tears, and the vault of hca^. 
ven refounded thc-burfts of unpremedb- 
tated applaufe t 

But let us not even now defpair of the 
caufe of liberty. Let us not abandon a 
fair and noble region filled with objects 
which excite the thrill of tendernefs or the 

glow 
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glow of axlmiracioi^^ becaufe along the 
path which France has chofen ferpents 
have Ittrkcd beneath the buds of rofes-, 
and beafts of prey have iffucd from the 
lofty woods : let us diTcovcr^ if we can, a 
lefs tremendous road, bat let us not re^ 
nounee the land of promife. 

The citizens of Paris had been invrtedv 
and the invitation amounted to a com- 
mand, to decorate their houies in honour 
of the feftival. Accordingly Paris o» 
that morning, lighted up by brilliant fun- 
fliine, prefented the moft gay and charm- 
ing fpedtacle imaginable* Woods had 
been robbed of their Ihade, and gap- 
dens to the extent of fome leagues riflled 
of their fweets, in order ta adorn the 
eity^ The walls of every houfe were 
covered with luxuriant wreaths of oak 
and laurel, blended with flowers ; civic 
crowns were interwoven with national 
ribbands; three-coloured flags waved over 
every portal ; and the whole was arran- 
ged with (hac light and airy grace which 

belongs 
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belongs to Parifian fancy. The women 
wore garlands of frefli- blown rofes in 
their hair, and held branches of palm or 
laurel in their hands : the men placed 
oaken boughs in their hats, and children 
ftrewed the way with violets and myrtle. 
The rcprefentatives of the people had 
large three-coloured plumes in their hats, 
national fcarfs thrown acrofs their ftioul- 
ders^ and nofegays of blended wheat- 
cars, fruits, and flowers in their hands,, 
as fymbols of their mifllop. 

From this profufion of gay objefts^ 
which in happier moments would have 
excited delightful fenfations, the droop- 
ing foul now turned diftafteful. The 
fccnt of carnage fcemed mingled with 
thefe lavilh fweets ; the glowing feftoons 
appeared tinged with blood ; and in the 
back ground of this feftive fcenery the 
guillotine arofe before the difturbed ima- 
gination.. I thought of that paflage in 
Mr. Burke's book, " In the groves of 

theiit 
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their academy, at the end of cverjr vid ^ 
I fee the gallaws !" Ah Libcny ! beft 
friend of mankind, why have fenguinary 
monfters profaned thy name» and ful- 

filfcd this gloomy prediftion ! 

A great amphitheatre was raifcd in the 
garden of the Thuilleries immediately 
before the palace, now the feat of the 
convention. Upon a tribune in the 
centre of the theatre, Robefpierre m 
prcfident of the. coavention appeared j 
and having for a few hours difencum* 
bered the fquare of the revolution of the 
gurllbtine, this highjiricfl: of Mobck^ 
within view of that very fpotwhtrc^s 
daily facrifice of human vi^ims^ was offer- 
ed up, covered with their blood, invoked 
the Parent of univerfaV nature, talked of 
the charms of virtue^ and breathed the 
hope of immortality. When* the fojij^ 
fiend had finiftied this impious mockery,, 
he defcended from the tribune, and walk» 
cd with great folcmnity towards a gro- 

tefqjae 
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tefque kind of monument that was raif- 
td upon the bafon in the front of tlie 
palace, which had been covered over for 
that purpofe. On this monument was 
placed a milhapen and hideous figure, 
with afs's ears, which for fomc hours 
ferved as an enigma to the gazing crowd, 
who knew not how to account for 'this 
fmgular appearance; till Robcfpierre 
having fet 6re to this image of deformity^ 
-which was declared to be the fymbol of 
fttheifm, its cumbrous drapery ibddenty 
Vanifhed, and a fair and majeftic fornv 
was difcovered, emblematical of wif- 
dom and philofophy. 
' Atbeifm being thus happily deftroyed, 
the convention, attended by a numeroiis 
proceflion of people, and preceded by 
triumphal cars and banners, marched to 
the Champ dc Mars, where with much 
toil and coft a rocky mountain had been 
reared, upon whole lofty fummit the ty- 
rant and his attendants climbed, and 

from 
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from whence he once more harangued 
the people j and the feftival clofed with 
hymns and choral fongs in honour of the 
Supreme Being. 

Robefpierre on this day, intoxicated 
with his power, loft fight of his ufual 
prudence, and difplayed all the littlenefs 
of his vanity. He caufed a line of fe- 
parafion to be made between himfelf and 
the other deputies of the convention, and 
marched at fomc diftance before thctrr, 
like a captain at the head of his band* 
He had the folly todifplay his importance 
by keeping the convention and the aflem- 
bled fiiultitude waiting, and the ceremo- 
ny fufpended for two hours, while he was 
fought for in vain. During the procef- 
fion his creatures attempted to raife the 
cry of " Vive Robefpierre !" but it was 
faintly re-echoed by the fpeftators, ma- 
ny of whom followed him with " curies^ 
not loud but deep, which the poor heart 
would fain deny, and dare not.** 

Two 
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Two days after this feftival in honour 
of the Supreme Being, Robcfpierre, the 
fcourge of his creatures, compelled the 
enflaved convention to pafs a law, which 
permitted the revolutionary jury to con- 
demn thofe who were brought before 
them, from their own internal conviftion, 
without any proof whatever, or hearing 
any witnefles ; and which alfo fuppreffed 
the fuperfluous office of official defender, 
or counfelj a privilege that Couthoil, who 
made the report in the name of the com- 
mittee of public fafety, afferted confpira- 
tors by no means deferved *. In other 
words, the jury were now authorifed to 
pafs fentence without even the forms of 
a trial. From this period, till the fall 

* Amidft the definitionsof ariftocracy, when the 
law paffed againfl fufpedcd people, Couthon in- 
genioufly obferved, th^t^any good citizen was au- 
thorifed to arreft every man in the flreet as an arif- 
tocrate, who held his head too much up or too 
much down, and alfo all thofe who looked on one 
fide, inHead of looking you in the face* 
. of 



( 94 ) 

of Robefpierre, all the judicial folcmni- 
tics of the revolutionary tribunal con- 
fitted in reading over the names of the 
acctafed, who were immediately after de- 
clared by the jury to be guilty of a con- 
fpiracy againft the fafety of the French 
people, and the indivifibility of the 
French republic. 

If any of the unhappy pcrfons thus 
profcribed attempted to fpeak in theif 
defence, they were thus Clenced by the 
prefident : " Tu n'a pas la parole ♦ -,** 
and if they perfifted in declaring their 
innocence, they were put what was called 
** hors de debats ;" that is, ordered im- 
mediately out of the court, condemned 
in their abfence, and lent to execution. 
" I was not in prifon when this con- 
Ipiracy took place^" cried the vifcountefs 
dcNoaillcs, madamc de la Fayette's lifter. 
" But you would have been in the con- 
fpiracy if you bad been there," anfwered 

* " It is not your turn to fpeak.'^ 

the 
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tlie preiident ; and this unfortunate lady, 
^he mother of three children, perilhed 
vfith her own mother and grandiwther. 
Madame de la Fayette being in another, 
prifon was, ia the hurry of forming the 
lifts of death, forgotten when her family 
fuffered — and ftill lives. From this pe^ 
riod the prifons became the fcenes of un-^ 
cxam^pled horror and defpair. Till now, 
the crowds by which th^y were inha*: 
bited had fubmitted to their fate witfc 
that cheerful refignation, and often with 
that carelefs gaiety which k buoyant at 
a Frenchman's iieart in circumftances 
that would altogether overwhelm the 
finking fpirits of the people of other 
countries. The houfes allotted for the 
prifons of the fufpedled pcrfoos were 
for the moft part hotels of emigrants, 
which were placed in the moft agreeable 
fituations of Paris, with extenfive gardens, * 
and commanding beautiful views of the 
country. Such habitations had nothing 

of 



C 96 ) 

of that gloom and darknefs which we 
ofually aflbciate with the idea of a prifon, 
and they were peopled with the bed fo- 
ciety of Paris. 

The ladies were attentive to the 
duties of the toilette, the gentlemen 
were polite and afliduous, and the 
court-yard of the Luxembourg, the con- 
vent of St. Lazare, and fome other pri- 
fons, exhibited of an evening almoft as 
much brilliancy and gaiety as the ThuiU 
fcries or the Champs Elifees. Mufic 
and literature had their amateurs. At the 
Luxembourg, feleft circles were formed 
to hear leftures from men of letters, 
fometimes on chemiftry, fometimes on 
aftronomy. At St. Lazare, ladies fenc 
invitations to dinner from the corridor of 
Frimaire to the corridor of Floreal, with 
the fame formalities as formerly from 
their refpedlive hotels. Sometimes cards, 
fometimes bout-rimes, charades, and 
epigrams beguiled . the evening of its 

length. 
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length, and dius the ^ays of captivicf 
rolled on *• They wer« indeed em- 
bictered by one bour^of mournful melan- 
choly, and One of trembling terror : the 
firfl: when the evening paper arrived^ 
and the lift of. the vidsms of the revo« 
lutionary tribunal was read over, among 
whom the prifoners feldom failed to find 
fome friend 6r acquaintance *to lament. 
But this was a fenfation of gentle fadneis, ' 
compared to that turbulent difmay cx^ 
^ cited by the hoarfe voice of the turnkey 
. founding at midnight through the long 
galleries the knell of fome devoted vic- 
tim, who was called upon to rife, in 

"* The maifons d'arrSt were now fo multiplied 
diat almoft every ftreet of Paris had its prifon, and 
la fome of the fmaQer hotels the reTolutionary lawt 
were lefa ngoroufly obferved than in thofe whick 
contained a great number of prifoners. Inftead of 
giving a fketch myfelf of one of thefe milder abodea 
of captivity^ I (hall tranflate a letter written to me 
on that fubjed by M. Maron^ the proteftant minifter 
It Paris* 

Vol. 1L F . order 
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Hjrdcr to be led to the Concicrg^'ie bjF 
gendarmes fent for that purpofe from 
the revolutionary tribunal. StHl, how«- 
€ver, amidft the tears vrhich 4he prifoners 
ihedever the^rioft coaipanians> many of 
them eheriihed the fond hope that they 
themfelves &ould efcape. But the l^w 
4)f the 22d of Praifial tor« away eV^ 
iUufion ctf t^ imagination or the heart, 
and diiplaycd. the general proicription 
i^ the priibners in all its extent oJF horror* 
}t was no longer a folitary individual 
who was called to death; multitudes^ were 
iummoned at once. Every returning 
night, long covered carts drawn by four 
horfes entered fucicedivety the court* 
yards of thie diSerent prifons* Wh^ieViC^ 
iJbe trampling of the hories' feet was 
iieard, the prifoners jM^epared themiclvcs 
for their doom. The names of the vic- 
tims marked for •execution the following; 
day were caUcd over, and they wcfe in-, 
fiantly hurried into thefe gloomy hsacies. 
1 The 
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The faufl>and was fcarcely allowed time 
to bid his wife a laft farewell, or the mo- 
ther to recommend her orphan children 
to the compaffion of fuch of the prjfoners 
as might furvive the general calamity* 
At the prifon of the Luxembourg, an 
Jiundred and lixty-nine vidims wer6 in 
one night torn from their beds^ and led to 
the grated dungeons of the Conciergerie^ 
that prifon over the gates of which might 
with equal propriety have been written^ 
the fame as over that of the infernal region 
of Dante, ** 'Lafciate fperanza voi ch*en- 
trate;" for here it might literally be faid, 
f* hope never came, that comes to all/* 
I have feen the Conciergerie, that abode 
of horror, that anti- chamber of the tomb. 
I have^ feen thofe infe£i:ious cells, where 
the prifoners breathed contagion, y^here 
the walls are in fome places ftained with 
the blood of the maflacres of September^ 
and where a part of the fpacipus court* 

^* Let him bfe all hope ^ho enters here*** 
F 2 yard,' 
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yard, round which the grated dungeons i 
are built,, remains unpaved fince that pe- ' 
riody when the (tones were taken up for 
the purpofe of burying the dead. I 
have feen the chamber, where the perfons 
condemned by the revolutionary tribunal 
fubmitted to the preparatory offices of 
the executioner; where his fcifiars cut off 
the lavifh trcfies of the youthful beauty, 
and where he tied her tender hands behind 
her waift with cords. Merciful Heaven ! 
and among thofe^ho have thus fuffered 
were perfons to whom my heart was 
bound by the ties of friendfhip and af- 
fedion. — But though I have furvived 
fuch fcenes, they have left upon my 
liearc that fettled melancholy which never 
can be diffipated. — For me, the world has 
loll its illufive colouf ing ; its fairy fpells. 
Its light enchantments have vaniflied ; and 
death, the idea moft familiar to my ima- , 
grnation, appears to my wearied fpirit the 
only point of Teft. 
^The ufual pretext for thoie murders 

in 



h fnafsy M^iich were pradiled at this pG» 
' riody was that of a confpiracy in the pri* 
f(}ns\ a vague and wide term which the 
tyrants^ might iaterpret at their pleafure^ 
and which gave them the power of in* 
eluding whatever perfons and whatever 
numbers they thought proper. Spies were 
placed in every prifon, who, after making 
. out their lifts of profcription as they were 
direded by the tyrants^ declared that a 
conipiracy exifted, of which thofe marked 
on the lifts were the authors, or accom- 
plices. Perfons who had never fccn or 
heard of each other till that moment, were 
often brought together from different pri- 
jbns to take their trial for the fame con« 
fpiracy : and when the decemvirs wiflied 
to get rid of any particular individual, he 
was without any helitation added to what 
was called the fQumee, the iatch ; for fuch 
was the appellation given to the crowds 
dragged together to the guillotine, and 
with fuch terms of jocular familiarity was ' 
* F 3 » mourn- 
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ihdurnihg humanity ihfulted, Sbmcrimc^ 
the peffbns accufed only received theif 
aft of accufation as they were led lip to 
the tribunal. Sometimes in the hiirry^ 
confufion, and careleflhefs with whicH 
thefe indiftments were made out, one 
pcrJbh was miftaken for anxjther. The 
diichefs of Birpn, among other inftances^ 
went to the tribunal with an a£t of accu- 
fation which was deftined for her fteward,. 
The indifference of the tribunal with re-^^ 
fpeA to fuch errors^ enabled monf. Loi- 
•ferolles, at fixty years of age, to deceive 
his barbarous judges, by dying for his 
fon, a youth in his twenty-firft year. It 
was obTerved, that this generous parent^ 
who thus a fccond time gave life ta his 
child, knfwered with uncommon alacrity 
ivhen.his name was called upon, and wient 
wiih a look of exultation to the fcaffbld*.. 
t^erhaps hiftory does not offer a more af- 
fecting inftance of parental tendernefs,. 
making the voluntary, facrifice of life to 

faycL 
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bve tte objeft of its aSeftiofi*^ Buc this 
extraordinary epocha called forth the 
Mghtd^ and ibades of tht human chara&er 
ki all their ftrongeft colouring. The laft 
tx<5eFfle» ef ferocious crimes were con- 
Crafted bf the fublin^e enthuHafm of the 
irirtuous affe^idns^ fhedding their fweet- 
ncfs like folitary flowers <»ver the wilder- 
nefs where fdrpents bifs, and beafts of the 
fofeft howl \ and bjr the noblefl: efforts 
<)f hbroical {Ihilanthrapy bidding us ceafe 
to6o[p^it of huihanity, and conrerting 
d^ thit>b df indignant horror into the 
glow of fym{)athetic admiration; — bidw 
ding us torn from the tribunal of blood, 
frt>m Rx)befpierre and hisjury of affaffins, 
to Loiferolles dying for his child; to 
madame Berenger^ led in the bloom of 
life to execution with her parents, and, al- 
together forgetful of herfelf, feeking only 
to fupport the finking fpirits of her mo- 
ther j— to madame Boufquety the fifter- 
ta4ftw of Guadet^ fcorning ihe impious 
F+ lawS' 
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laws which punifhcd humanity wiA 
death, affording fhclter to her prpfcribcd 
friends, and dying with them on the fcaf*. 
fold for having done fa. 

Among the multitudes who perifhed 
at this period, all were not armed with 
the fame fortitude ; and fometimes even 
when tyranny fpared the life of its vie* 
tim, its cruel perfecutions bereaved the 
fufferer of reafon. Of tlus mademoifelle 
— — — was a melancholy inftance. This 
unfortunate young lady faw her father^ 
her mother, and feveral of her relations 
dragged to the fcafibld : {he alone was 
fpared, and remained a prifoner at the 
Conciergerie. Along the gloomy vaults 
of that terrific prifon, by the dim light 
of jickly lamps, (he fancied fhe'faw the 
mangled fpctlrcs of her murdered pa- 
rents, and in a fliort time became entirely 
bereft of reafon. She obftinately refufcd 
all fuftenance, and remained motionlefs as 
d ftatue, holding to her bofom her parrot, 

whom 
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wham (he had infifted on bringing >#itft 
her to her dungeon. When conjured by 
the other prifoners to take fome nourifh^ 
inent, (he only anfvered," * Je n'ai befbin 
de rien." " But your parrot,*' faid they, 
** your poor parrot is hungry." " Non/* 
(he conftantly replied, ** non, il n'a bc- 
ibin dc rien^ — Mon paroquet eft comme 
moi — il n?a befoin de, rien." The tyrant 
has fallen,, and the dungeon of this un« 
fortunate young lady is thrown open- 
but alas 1 for her,, redrefs and freedom 
have come too late — her reafpn is gone 
forever! 

The Polifh prihcefs Lubomirfka uni- 
ted with fuperior talents all the charmg 
of early youth and diftinguifhed beauty. 
She had been travelling through different 
countries of Europe; and two years (ince 
was compelled to leave Berne in Switzer- 
land, on account of the attachment (he 

♦"** I want nothing. — No, he wants' notGing,-^ 
lUf: parrot is like mC| he wants nothing." 

F 5 had 
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liad avowed to the caufe of the Frencfe 
revolution. She came with her hufband 
to Patis, and cultivated the foeicty and^ 
friendfhip of Vcrgniaud and of other de* 
puties of the convention, who were the 
inoft eminent for their talenti and their 
xeailfor liberty. This democratic princefs^ 
to whom a true republican would have 
bfiertd a civic cro^^n^ became an obje<3: oB 
refentment to the vindiftive Robefpierte^' 
on account of her friendftiip for foma 
hiiembers of the Girdnde : ftie was thrown^ 
into prifon, from thence fent to the re* 
volutionary tribunal, and condemned by* 
the jury of aflafTins to die. Being in a 
ftate of pregnancy, her execution was de- 
ferred. In the mean time her friends gave: 
information of her danger to Kofciufko,, 
the Polilh general, and defired his inter- 
pofition in her behalf. Koiciufko in(tant«- . 
ly difpatched a letter to Robefpierre,.de* 
claring that the princ^fs Lubomirika had^ 
ever ihewn the moft devoted attachment 
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4x>the pTincipks of liberty, and conjuring 
Robefpterre to fpare the life of a zealous 
friend to the common caufe in whidi 
France and Poland were engaged. Ro* 
bcfpierre^ after reading the letter, cx- 
ckimed, ** * Quoi ! grace pour une prin- 
oeffe!— Ah, Kofciuflto !— qu'on laguil- 
iotine," The unhappy princefs, having, 
BHfcanried, w^ immediately fent to exe* 
Ctttion.— Two days before the fail of 
Robefpierre> eight women who had been 
jpefpited having declared themielves prcjg- 
Bant, were draggcdto the fcafFoid. Among 
fhis number was the princefe of Monaco. 
As (he paficd along the court of the pri- 
£>n, tflie fakl to the prifoners who were 
afiembled to fee the fad procefIion,andbid 
a iaft fare1?eU to the companions of their 
nrisfortuacs/* I go to death with the calm- 
nds which innocence inipires, and wifliyou 
ih>m my ibul a better fsxcJ* Then ad- 

♦ " What! pardon for a princefs! — Ah, Kot 
^ulko !-»kt Uk Ik guHlotiQed/' 

F 6 * drefling: 
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drefling herielf to one of the turnkeys 
^ho was leading her towards the chanv- 
ber where the executioner waited to bind 
the vi£):ims^ ^ I have one favour to a(k 
you»" faid fhc, talcing a pacquetfrom her 
bofom, " will you pfomife to grant it ? 
This pacquet contains my hair r I im- 
plore your compaiSon^ I conjure you ia 
my own nanae, in the name of all who 
bear me» fend' it to my fon, to whom it h 

' direded ^ fwear to oie in the prefence of 
thofe virtuous perfons^ whom the fame 
deftiny as mine awaks, tha^t you will 
render me this laft fervice which I re- 
quire of humanity .•**Thedifraay and ter- 
ror of one of her women who was involved 
in the. profcription, formed a- ftriking 
contraft to« the firmnefs (he. herfelf dif- 
played. " Take courage, my dear friend/^ 
cried the princefs^ <^ take courage, it is 
the guilty only who ought to^ fear.***— 
The prifon of Port Libre offered an af- 

' fcfting fpcftacle of filial piety. Madame 

Lacbai» 
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Lachabeaufliere, in confequence of a ni^ 
lignant denunciation nnadeagainft her bf 
her fon-in-law, was not only dragged to 
prifon, but placed* in a dungeon in clofe 
confinement till the moment arrived when 
fhe was to appear before the tribunal. 
Her daughter, madame Malefli, who was 
already confined in another prifon, pro* 
cured leave to be transferred to that 
where her mother was immured, whom 
by tears ^ and fuppKcations (he obtained 
pcrmiffion to fee. Madame Lachabeauf- • 
fiere was taken out of her dungeon, and 
led to her daughter, who flew towards 
her, and, throwing her arms round her 
neck, remained a long time prefiing her 
mother to her bofom, and without power 
to articulate a word*. After this melan- 
, choly interview, madameLachabeaufliere 
was led back to her dungeon. Her fitu^ 
ation affefted her daughter fo deeply that 
Ihc became bereft of her reafon. Some- 
times^ fhe took up her needle- work for a 

few 
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ftinrihbments^ then throwing it afide^rofe 
i^ith precipitation, and flew along the 
• galleries of the prifon till (he reached her 
. knother's cell. She ufually feaccd herfcif 
' at the door, and liftencd attentively : when 
Jhe could hear nothing, (he ufed to weep 
bitterfy, and repeat again and again in a^ 
tone of defpair, "Oh, my mother ! Ob,, 
my tender^ my unfortunate mother !" She 
«ften remained many hours together, feat- 
ed upon the ftone-floor, and (he wa$ in. a 
ftate of pregnancy. Her hair hung dilhe* 
veiled over her fhoulders, her eye fecmed 
bent on vacancy^ her cheeks ^ere fotne- 
litnes flulhed with deep red, and fome- 
times of a deadly palcnefs, and (he was 
eften fcizcd with convulfive faintings* 
Every day (he carried the greateft .par- 
tion of her food to her mother, wha- 
-^without this fuccour would have often^ 
w^ntfedfufficient nourifliment for her fupr 
pore,. It is foothing to add, that madame 
Lachftbeaufllere was fnatchddirom death 
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&]r the fal( of the tyrant, and tbat hef 
tender ^d i^ii'tuiow daughter h reitored 
lo reaibn. 

While the ty vaitta, far from finding any 
fatiety of blood in theic daily murders^ 
were electing new ranges of feats in the 
hall of the revolutionary tribunal, fuffi<» 
(Bient ta contain an hundred "inftead o£ 
fifty accuiied perfons, death now horered 
in a new form over the prifons. The 
admjniftrators of the police went to each- 
prifon attended by a. ftrong guard, ^nd 
ordered the prUbners to be fliut up in 
their refpefUve chambers^ and not fuf-^ 
fered to have any communication^ till the 
purpofe of the vifit was efiefted. Thej^ 
riien went fuccelfively to every apart- 
ment, and demanded of the prifoners^ 
their knives, fciffars, razors, buckles^, 
watches, and all the money they had ia 
their pofleffion, Thefc unhappy perfonsy 
being altogether ignorant of the objedtof 
thcvifu^had no time to conceal any things. 

and 
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itnd were ftrjpped of all they had except 
fifty livres in paper, which each prifdner 
Was fufFcrcd to retain in brder to pay foi? 
his fubfiftance. But from this day fa- 
mine fcowled along thefe gloomy man^ 
fions, adding to the pangs of mental fuf- 
ferings thofe of debility and difeafe* 
The prifoners were no longer permitted 
to receive dieir daily meals from their 
ciwn houfes, or from a tavern^ btic were 
ordered from henceforth, in conformity 
to the laws of equality, to eat a la ga« 
melle *. Th^ir food was provided for 
them at the rate of fifty fous a day, by a 
cook placed, in the prifon* Their nou- 
riftinrient confifted of one meal in twenty- 
four hours, often too fcanty to fatisfyr , 
the calls of hunger,, and fometimcs com- 
pofed of fuch naufcous diet as the greats 
er part of the prifoners were unable to 
«at. 

* Out of one difli at a common table. 

Ag» 



f '15 ) 

Age and infirmity were denied every 
indulgence necefikry to fupport the dil^ 
ordered frames or raife the (inking fpirit9« 
A little bread faved from this wretehed 
meal^ and water, was all that could bcol> 
tained during the re& of th« day \ To 
this meal tlw prtfoners at the LuxeoK 
bourgy where nine hundred perfons were, 
confined, were foonnoned in a fucceflion 
of three hundred at a time, by a great 
bell, which called them taa hall, a; the 
door of which fkood the jailor, who bad 
been an executioner under CoUot d'Her* 



♦ Even the prifoners of war were compelTed to 
fiibmit to this rigoroas treatmeiit. General O'ltara 
has finee told me» that after haying avoided the gar* 
xnelle for fome weeks on the plea of illnefsi^hc was ac 
length forced to (hare the common evil. His frienda 
in England will he glad to hear that he is now re^ 
leafed from his lodgings in a prifon^ and from « 
gendarme when he walks out, and is gone on hi| 
parole to ChaatlUy. 

boil 
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bois at Lfons*. This man wa& re^ 
markably tall, big, and mufcular *, his- 
arms were bare to the elbaw ; he wore a 
^erce red cap, which had now become the 
jfymbol of bloody and looked as- if he were 
{prepared for a mailacre. He only fuffered 
^enty perfoD&at a time to enter the hall^ 
^nd then Singing the door in the faces of 
theotbef8,obl%ed them to remain in the 
{Usages <ill thoie within trere featdd a(? 
iHe tzblt. The ho^r (rf* dinner pttBbd like 
the other hdufs of the da^i ia, gk>om)r 
and iinbrokgft ftlenee} for even the 
fopthing intercoorfe of converfation was* 
now forbidden, under the penalty of be- 
ing dragged immediately before the sri* 
ii«nal> fince the fpies placed- ill the pri- 
Vilhs, whenever they bbferved twtx or 

' ♦ The kefcpdt of the prifch At tht time we wet^ 
In fcodferf^nrertt, B^rioft, tlkingutfhcd in Afra by tlie 
«pithdt df the boto Denoit, bid long before tWi pe- 
\nod been turned out of ofBcey being utlBt t6 execute 
IIk ^urpofes of bn niafieiii. 

three 
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three p'erfons talkiftg together, inquirdf 
fternly if they were forming a coB%iracy«. 
What nioft occupied the mindsof the pri* 
ibners at this period was contriving the 
means of efcaping from their tyrints bf 
a voluntary death, which was now be* 
come difHcult,. fince they had beh .ftrip^ 
ped of every inftftunent which could havfe 
ferved that purpoSc. Such was the fittia^^ 
tion of thefc unhappy vidims of tyiranb^ 
ny, when on the flight of the 9th g£ 
Thermidor the tcK&n founded, and th^ 
city was called to arms. Many circum^ 
ftances whieh I {hall afterwards lelate^ 
led the prifonei-s to believe that thefc 
ibunds were the fignal of a general maf^ 
facre. Bat the tocfin now rung the joy^^ 
ful, the triumphant peal of liberty. Bet- 
fore I give you a detail of the fcenia 
which pafled cm the 9th of Thermidoiv 
I muft trace the political events which leal 
to that memorable epocha, and ktfcued 
France from a ftatc which was^ the af* 

tomOxment 
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tonifhmeivc and ibatne of human nature ^ 
from a ftate more terrible than all which 
the moijt cunning tyrant could have in- 
fli&ed upon (laves whom be had previ- 
oufly difarmed. And all this was fuf* 
fered by a nation which caUed itfelf free^ 
^hich had taken up arms to aflert its 
freedom, and gained the mpft glorious 
victories in its defence. France, covered 
with all the laurels of heroic valour, and 
the terror of combined Europe, held out 
iier neck to vulgar affaflins and ex^u^ 
doners, inftead of crumbling them into 
dull.— Such are the ftrange contradic* 
tions of human nature ! The eflfefts re- 
fulting from the terrible impulfc of re- 
volutionary government upon the moral 
world, may perhaps be compared to 
ihofe produced upon the haturalfcene by 
jthe tremendous tempefts which fome<« 
limes fweep along theweftern iflands; 
when the mingled elements rufli forth in 
irrefiftible fury, when the deluging wa-^ 

ters 
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ters bear away vegetation, trees, and 
rocks, and the fhrieking whirlwinds 
Ihflke the dwellings of man to thdr 
foundations, — The ftorm is paft — :the 
enormous vapours have rolled away — a 
ibft 4ight hovers on the horizon, and 
we are now left, at leifure to figh over 
the ruins that furround us, and lament 
the viftims laid pr' Urate by the blaft. 
But let us hope that this ftormy revolu- 
tion will at ieaft produce fome portion of 
felicity to fucceedlng generations, who 
have not, like us, felc the tumultuous 
horrors of thisconVulfion of the paflions, 
who will owe their happinefs to the 
ftruggle^ of a race that is paffed away, 
and Vhom they have never known ; while 
we, who have been fpeftatohof the cruel 
,conflia — ^we, who have loft the friends 
we loved atid honoured, are often unable, 
amidft the tears i/^e fhed over their tombs, 
to confidjir *.* all partial evil as univerfal 
€00d,^V 
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ftf ASfs HsLEK Maria Wi^liasas. 

Paris, «5th Vcpntofe, 
3d year of the French itpubiic. 

V OUS ♦, qui des bordeiJc la Tamife 
Dtluthnt iefi brouiUards ^patSp 
Au milieu du peuple fran^ait 
ChcrchHteB la terrc promirc ; 
Vous qui carreffates long-tem$ 
Cette illufion deled^aUe, 
Comme s'amufetxt let enfants 
Dee rives brillans de la fable ; 

Vous, que les guiebets, les verrouK 
Ont acbeve de tnieux ioftruire; 
Mais qui voyez des jours plus doux 
Enfin i rhoriibn relaire ; 

Aimable elive d*ApolIoiit 
X^i» fur k fonwet du Farna^ 
Fres des Foj>ey et des Addiffon^ 
A d^j^ fixi Totrc pb^ce : 

» M. Maron, when he addreffesme 4i vcrTe^ ufet 
ft ftyk of compliment which would have led me to 

omit 
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Ytm dSk tnc, madam, to give youn 
&etch of the maifon d'arr^t, wbefc, undei^ 
the tjxznny of Robefpierre, I found mj/^ 
ielf fiiut up on SL/u^doM of being fyf^ 
peSfed ; and like your countryman How« 
ard, aS:ive in your refearches, yod wi& 
to add my little cecital to your hiftory of 
«ur pevolutionary <tungeom. I obey 
your oitders, for 

Peut-on rien r«iurer auz Graces, 
Quand la Vertu, quand la Raifon, 
Inf^parables de leurs traces, 
Par Tos. accens, comxnandent en leur nom ?-*« 

1 cannot however promiie you any very 
intei^cfting detajh the hptel Talaru, con- , 
verted into a maifpn d'arrSt of the f(^Qa 
LcpeUetier, has been the icene of x^o ver$c 

-pmit the poetry, if k did not tclong to tlie hiftory 
of the letter. Befides, fi£Uon is the privilege of 
foets, and the French language is flill that of gal- 
JfuitQrt a|lth9\ig^ the days of French chivahy aif 

lemark- 
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VMiatlcable events. It never was reck* 
oned in the number of thofe fatal depdts 
which were called the antichambers of 
the guillotine* But it is probable that 
it would have had its turn ^ilfo. There is 
even room to believe that it would not 
have been long dehyed, if the ninth of 
Thermidor had not, for our good fortune, 
deranged certain /intbropopbagical mea- 
fures announced by Barrere in the fitting 
of the convention previous to that day* 
But I am anticipating fadbs; and as I 
have to write a journal, and not an epic 
poem^ 1 (hall keep within chronological 
order. 

Though my refidence in Paris does 
not exceed twelve years, I have witneflcd 
the building of the hotel Talaru, in the 
rue Richelieu,, now rue de la Loi^.near 
the national library, by the marquis of 
that name ; who was firft maitre^d'Hdtel 
to the queen. Confiderably reduced in 
his fortune by the new order of things, 

the 
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the citizen Talaru took laft year the rt* 
Iblution of leaving his hotel, and of 
withdrawing into the adjoining houfe, 
which alfo belonged to him, and which 
was called the little hotel Talaru. He 
let the great hotel to one Gonce, a ulw 
vern-keeper, who intended t^ make it a 
furniihed hotel. Gence, on refk»£bion|. 
thought that it was not probable that 
any confiderable number of foreigners 
would come to Paris under the prefent 
circumftances, or that the citi25ens of the 
departments would now find Paris a very 
pleafant abode •, and fearful that he had 
made a bad fpecuiation^ he was anxious 
to rid himfelf of the affair. We had 
now reached that difaftrous period wheii 
maifons d'arret fprang up in every quar- 
ter i when every feftioa in Paris had its 
exclufive prifons at the fervicc of its re* 
volutionary committee ; and Gcnce pro^ 
pofed the hotel Talaru to the revolution* 
ary cammitiee of. the fection Lepclletier, 
Vol. IL . G to 
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to be applied to this patriotic purpofc. 
His propofal was accepted, and the 
agreement made; but I have never learnt 
what were the conditions. A German 
porter was put into this new prifon, and 
the mine became worth the digging. 

In reality, all whom their evil def- 
tiny led hither were made to pay for 
their lodging a mod exorbitant price. 
Such was in a fliort time the fate of 
Talaru himfclf. He cxprefled a wilh, on 
account of his age and infirmities, to 
have a room to himfclf -, and he obtain- 
ed this fpecial favour at the rate of i8 
livres a day, that is, paying almpft as 
much for his fmall apartment as he 
himfelf was paid for the whole houfe. 

I was the eighth perfon who was lodged 
in a beautiful faloon on the ground 
floor towards the garden. We each paid 
four livres a day. This faloon therefore 
brought in three hundred livres a decade, 
nine hundred and (ixty livres a month, 

ten 
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ten thoufand two hundred and fifty livre$ 
Q year -, and the whole hotel was let by 
the proprietor for feven thoufand livres. 
What became of this exorbitant rent, 
and among whom were the fpoils divided, 
as I have never been in the fecret, I can 
give no information. on that head. 

On the loth of Thermidor we vere 
about two hundred prifoners. 

If any perfon complained of thefe ex- 
tortions, he was anfwered, " Citizen, you . 
are at liberty to leave this place, And if 
you like you may be transferred elfe- 
where." But the fear of being thrown 
into fome one of thofe houfes which were 
premature graves, made us bear with re- 
fignation the ills we had. 

It was on the 19th of Prairial that I 
exchanged my owii modefl: apartment for 
the fine faloon in queftion. The order 
of the committee of public fafety by 
which I was arretted, did not exprefs in 
what prifon I fhould be confined. I 
G 2 afked 
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alkcd therefore the agent of the commit- 
tee, who was the bearer of the warrant, 
conjointly with two members of the re- 
volutionary committee of my own fec- 
tion, if I might be allowed to choofe 
my prifon? He anfwered courteoufly, 
that he did not*wi{h for any thing more 
than to oblige me. 

De m'obliger ! Palm able poIitefTe ! 
Je demandai le Luxembourg* 
11 me fut fait ce refus net et court : 

CitoyeDi je ne peux, car on sV trouvc en 
prefle. 

Les Carmes>f citoyen8 ?— H^Ias ! c'eft meme cas. 

Ptcput? C'eft encor pis, ainfi qu*a Saini La* 
xare, 
Enfin, pour fortir d'embarras, 

Je penfdi demander d'aller droit au T^nare. 

Happily things did not proceed to this 
extremity, I referred myfdf to the know- 
ledge and kind offices of my courteous 
agent, and he carried me to the hotel 
Talaru. I found on my entrance an 

order 
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order of things altogether different from 
what I had expefted. I thought that all 
the maifons d'arret were at this period 
equally guarded, and treated with the 
fame rigour, and prepared myfelf for fo- 
litary confinement and the gamelle. But 
I found the communication among the 
prifoners perfedly free : they vifited 
each other without any impediment, and 
even the communication without was 
attended with very little difficulty. I 
faw fomc receive their wives and chil- 
dren, others their friends and miftreffes. 
Perfons of both fexes met together j 
every one amufed himfelf as he thought 
proper, and fared as ht liked. If it was 
not the image of liierty, it was at lead 
that of equality and fraternity ; and I faid 
to mjfelf, " Well ! if v/e muft build our 
tabernacles here, fo let it be!" How many 
perfons whom I knew were much more 
to be pitied than myfelf! The art of 
contentment is to look not at what is 
G 3 better. 
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better, but what is worfe than our own 
fituation. 

Here therr, for the third time fincc the 
inftitution of the republic, was I depriv- 
ed de la clef des champs ; ** of the key 
of the fields.** — I have perhaps more 
merit than many others in loving the 
republic, which has coft me more per- 
fonal vexations than I had ever dreamt of 
fuffering. 

The very day of its proclamation 
(21ft September 1792, O. S.) I was 
arretted at Seves, for twenty-four hours,, 
from having met the municipality and 
the military force of the place, at the 
houfe of one of my friends whom they 
were come to take to prifon, and who 
was then gone to Paris to confound 
the calumny of his perfecutors before 
the committee of general fafety. The 
firft anniverfary of this feme day, 
twenty fufileers took me from my bed 
at five in the morning, and I was 

lodged 
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lodged in the horrible chambre d'arret 
of the mayoralty- houfc*. But I mull 
own that this laft time the profpeft was 
a little more alarming on account of the 
progrefs pf tyranny, which fmce the ef- 
tablilhmentof revolutionary government 
ftalked on with giant fteps, and knew 
no bounds. I acknowledge at the fame 
time to have fek that the perfpedtive of 
evil, when it is clothed with a certain de- 
gree of probability, is often worfe than 
the evil itfelf. 

The daily fpedacle of the mifery of 
fo many good men whom I cftecmcd or 
loved ; the image which was ever before 
my mind of thofe honourable veterans 

* We were flowed up in that place to the number 
of one hundred and two. This room was much more 
dreadful before an honed Swlfs, Louis Major, e(la4 
bltfhed a kind of corporation under the name of the 
fociety of perfeQ equafhy. This regulation made the 
dwelling more ^fup portable: I had the honour of 
bei'n^r prefident twice twenty-four hours. 

G 4 in 
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in patriot ifm whofe heads had been 
placed under the fatal axe ; the audac\pus 
ihfolence of the wicked m every^popu- 
lar aflembly, which was equalled only 
by their folly, and by the abjedt ftupor 
of the people of the higher clafles, whofe 
name was now become a title of pro- 
fcription*, embittered my ckiftence more 

than 

* Had the hiftorlan Salluil been a witnefs of this 
horrid fy(lem> and undertaken to draw iketches of 
it) he might have found an exad^ defcription in a 
pidiure he has hlmfelf given, to which it bears the 
flSofk perfed refembkncc* 

** In primo csepere peffimum quemque et om^ 
nlbus invifum necare : esC pbpulias Iztari et merxto 
dicere fieri* Poft, ubi paulatim licentia crevit^ 
juxta bonos et malos kbidinofe interficere ; cssteros 
snetu terrere. Ita civitas, fenritute opprefla, ftukas 
. Jsptitis graves poenas dedit— uti quifqae domum aut 
villain, pofkremo aut vas aut veftimentum aiicujus 
concupiverat, dabat operani ut in profcriptorum 
BUBiero eiTet. Homines incertiffimi, quorum om- 
Bis yis virtufque in lingua (ita efl» forte atque alte- 
rius focordia dominationem oblatam iniblentes agi- 

unt. 
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than the rigours of imprifonment ; tem- 
pered, I allow, by ^ great number of 
unhoped-for comforts, and by a ftoical 
tranquillity of which I did not think 

myfclf 

tant. Qu2B*peflimi et ftultifllmi decreverunt, ea 
bonis ct fapfentibus facienda. MoUitia decretorum 
fttiatui dignitatem, Lepido metura detrahi." SaU 
luft. in Bello Catil. et palHrn In Fragmentis* 

*« They firll began by putting to death the no- 
bih'ty and clergy ; and as tlie people felt ho fynapa- 
thy with the ariftocracy or the church, they difco- 
vcrcd great marks of fatisfadtion at their profcrip-* 
tion. But when the tyranny became by degrees fo 
confirmed that all clafies were indifcriminately mur* 
dercd, and every one ftirnnk with fear^ the city 
fuffered for its filly joy, by oppreffion and horrors 
of every kind— fo that whoever coveted the houfe 
or villa, or even the plate and dreflcs, of any pcr- 
fon ufed his endeavours to get hira put into the lift 
of profcription. Men of doubtful charader^ whofe 
whole courage and virtue lay in their tongues, tak« 
ing advantage of the ftupidity or iadoknCe of the 
refty aiTumed abfolute power, and behaved them- 
felves with unexampled infolence. Whatever thefe 
profligate and weak men decreed^ the wife and 
G5 the 
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myfelf capable. Society was become to* 
my feelings the Cape of Storms, my pri* 
fon was the Cape of Good Hope. 

My firft regrets were beftowed on the- 
feftival of the following day ; that which 
was celebrated in honour erf the Supreme 
Being. My abfence from this national 
folemnity gave me pain; Notwithftand- 
ing all that has been faid of the decree of 
the convention exprefling the adhefion of 
the French nation to the immutable 
principles of all morality and all wor- 
Ibip, I cannot help obferving that thi&- 
decree is one of thofe propofed by Ro- 
befpierre which I difapproved the leaft. 
Atrocious difturbcrs of focial order, by 
carrying to their utmoft length the moft. 
impious abominations, had thrown oa. 
republican France a general odium. JuC-- 

the good were obliged to fandion ; and the- 
ro»«^«/iofi9 terrified into fiibmiflibn by the commUtee 
of public fafetyy loft all its dignity, and funk inta 
regifters of its imperial edifts.** 

tice 
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Uce had overtaken thefe perfons ; but the 
coalefced powers were not lefs careful to 
take advantage of this delirium, and dif- 
credit the caufe of liberty with their own 
people^ by treating as atheijisj that is to fajr, 
as univerfal diforganizerSy its partifans and 
friends. The national reprefentition was 
willing to give an authentic and formal de- 
ftiai to this calumny-, and it is true that in 
ihis point of view the decree had a good 
effeft. The convention never entertain- 
ed the abfurd idea of decreeing that 
God exifted, that the foul was immortal, 
and that the French ought to believe this 
becaufe fuch was the good pleafure of 
the legiflature. It meant, by a declara- 
tion of a kind as new as the circum* 
fiances were in which it'was placed, to 
abfolve and exculpate a great nation from 
thofe calumnious imputations feized on 
by its enemies to fervc their views ; and 
X repeat it^ all the friends of principle 
have applauded the decree, and I con- 
G d fefti 
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fcfs that I was enthufiafltic in its fa- 
vour. 

It was for its objeft, and not the 
mode of celebrating the feftival of the 
2oth of Prairial, that I regretted my 
abfence from it. The mode I had judg- 
ed before hand would be a feries of pan^ 
tomimes and barkquinades ; and during a 
long walk I had taken in the country a 
few days before, I had lamented the de- 
Vftftacion made in the woods, and in par« 
ticular among the young trees around 
Paris 5 a dcvaftation which extended over 
the whole furface of the republic, and 
of which our fons as well as ourfelves 
will feel the fad efiedts. 

I compofcd, two or three days after 
my arreft,; the following couplets, in 
which I attempted to defcribe my moral 
fituation,. and which I fent to a few 
friends to comfort them on this point* 
They are fet to the air of the ** vaude- 
ville dc la.Soir6c orageufe," which the 

affefting 
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affcfting adicux of Mofitjourdin to his • 
wife and his friends have fo much con-: 
tributed to make the falhion. 
I. 

81 de riches appartemcns, 
Si le luxe de la dorure, 
Des glaces, des tableaux charmansi 
Pouvoient adoucir ma cI6ture ; 
A mes regrets, k mon ennui 
Je devrois impofer fiknce : 
Mais envain j'y cherchc un appui 
Propre A foutenir ma conftance. 

II. 
O precieufe liberie ! 
Premiere paflion du fage, 
De ta palfible volupt6 
Rien, helas ! ne nous dedommage. 
Nous ne refpiroHs que pour toi, 
Ta foif jour et nuit nous tourmente t 
En nous foumettant h la loi 
Toi feule encore es notre attente I 

III. 

Dernier afylc du malheur, 
Efperance confolatrice, 
De ton baume reftaurateur 
Pr^te-moi le fecours propice 1 

Qui! 
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Qa^l twmble, raiiri dcs tyransy, 
' Pr^ a ieurveDdtefa patrle^ 

La vertu venge fes enfans 
Des forfaits de la calomRie.. 

Oui, par toi J€ dois triompher- 
D'une malveillance periide ! 
Et que pourrois je rcdouter,, 
Vcrtu ! cou«ert de ton 6gide ? 
Quand la paix regne dansmon fein,. 
Que mon front en.ofFre I'empreiute !^ 
11 ne peut ^tre que fereiii) 
Alorsque le coeur eft fans craintc- 

In this maimer 1 accommodated' my- 
felf every day more and more to my new^ 
dwellings and every day the good com- 
pany increafed by new arrivals. 

But by degrees the police of the houfe 
became more fevere, and we were fuc- 
ceffivcly deprived of little comforts which- 
we much regretted.. 

Firft of all the communication with, 
our friends,- fo far as receiving their vi- 
fits in our room, entirely ceafed* It 

was 
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was foon a particular favour to talk wfr 
any one for a few minutes at the door 
of the prifon. Soon after, the entrance 
of the news- papers was forbidden, and^ 
this prohibition was not one of thofc- 
things which affedted us the lead. Itr 
was common enough, however, to have 
a news-paper ffnuggled in, and then it 
was privately handed about, and fought 
after with anxious curiofity, for we ne* 
vcr failed learning the death of fome ac- 
quaintance or friend'; but we were in- 
formed alfo of the fuccefe of our armies j^ 
and their vi6torics fometimes compenfated 
for our individual pains and fufFerings.. 

A fliort time had elapfed^ when in the 
chamber where I lodged we had a- pre* 
cious refource for intelligence. The firflr 
fecretary of the liquidation office, the 
citizen Dutilleul, was one of our fcllow- 
prifoners. He was fo ncceffary in his of- 
fice, that the diredor- general Denorman^ 
die wasauthorifcd toput bimin requifitian 

every 
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every time h^ftood in need of him, and 
this happened almoft every day. At fc* 
ven o'clock Dutilleul was fent for at "the 
maifon d'arret, and conduded by a gen- 
darme to his office, where he palTed the 
whole day at work ; and the grateful re- 
public put him under lock and key every 
evening. Judge how well he was quef- 
tioned on his entrance i and it happened 
pretty often, that through inadvertence he 
had left the *' journal of debates and 
decrees'* at the bottom of his pocket. 
In the meanwhile we killed the prefent 
time, and (hut our eyes on the future, 
by play and bodily exercifes j fuch as bat- 
dedore and Ihuttlctock, and fives : we 
feafted, read, and made iout-rimes. I 
frequently partook of the two laft amufe- 
xnents with a very amiable young man. 
named R-»----n, and we had a 
Mufe, who daily amufed herfelf in fet^^ 
ting up fome prize, which my antago- 
nifr, I own, generally obtained. Till 

then 



then we had neither of u& had any idea 
of our talent for poetical compofitioft*. 

Et 

* I was one day employed in the exercife of a 
talent of another kind than that of making bout^ 
rimJs, and which I alCo acquired in prifon, and 
that was wafhing the diihes ; when the boy who 
made our beds, being alone at that moment with 
me, looked at me at firit with an embarrafled air, 
and then flared with aftonifhment while he aflced 
me half a dozen fucceifive q^eftions. <* Pray, fir, 
arc you a protcftant V* " Yet.** ** Did you know 
any perfon of Nifmes ?'^ « Yes." « Rabaut St. Eti- 
CUM?" " Yes." — His eyes gliftcned— >• Are you a 
miniftcr,. fir ?" « Yes," " Of the Dutch cmbafly 
formerly ?" «' Yes." « And now at St. Thomas 
de Louvre ?" ** Yes."— The boy burft into tears--. 
<* Good God ! fir, is it pofiible that it can be you? 
—What ! you here ! I can fcarcely believe my own 
eyes."— And then wiping away his tears, he told 
me who he was, and talked to me of Nifmes, and 
my refpe6lable friend Paul Rabaut, and his un- 
fortunate brother Rabaut St. Etienne. "No, no^ 
fir,** added he, " you (hall wafh no more di&es $ 
1 will take care of that, and 1 beg pardon for not 
having known you fooner." I thanked the good 
ladj and informed my companions of his o^rs. He 

rendered 
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Et voiE du raalheur Putilit6 palpable I 
II developpe en nous le germe du talent* 
Rameau dit de Labordj : ** H6Ia8 ! c'cft blen le diable : 
** Que le fort a ce dr61e ait prodigu6 Pargent ! 
** II nous effa9oit tous, fi, loin de Topulence^ 
** Son genie edit connu I'aiguillon de la faim/* 
Amisy du bien, du mal, admirons la balance : 
lis concourent enfemble a la meilleure fin. 

What made me think in this place of 
Rameau and Laborde is, that this laft^ 
not the rival of Plutus but of Orpheus^ 
was alfo our companion in misfortune, 
and that I {hall have foon to inform you 
of his fatal cataftrophe. As. to our 
poetical fports, I (hall communicate fome 
of them, my dear madam, at the end of 
this letter. Even the charade, the logo^ 
gryphe, and the acroftic furnilhed us 
with amufementu 

rendered each, -of us tbe fame fendcc^ which wa3 
worth fifteen livres to him a decade j and I was- 
afterwards indebted to him for many little aiSls q£ 
kiiidnefs* 

L'enauyeua: 
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X.'ennByeux loifir da couvcnt 

Parmi les moines les fit naitre 

£a d6pit du bon gout ; le meme fentiment 
. En prifon les fit reparaitre. 

Thus paffed away the long days of 
Prairial and Meffidorj Thermidor came. 
Till this time we had been foothed 
with the confoling idea, that the hotel 
Talaru was only a depot of prifoners 
detained as a raeafure of general fafe- 
ty, and not of tbofe who were termed 
fufpedted ; and that there was little 
.apprehenfion of any thing nwrc than 
captivity. The fourth of this month 
robbed us of this affurancc. - Three of 
our companions were taken from us the 
preceding evening 5^ Talaru* the pro- 
prietor of the houfe i Boutin, former 
treafurer of the navy, known l^ his 
beautiful Englifh garden, which he called 
Tivoli * ; and Lahorde, former valet-dc- 

chambre 

* The French Plrgtl has confecrated tbefe verfea 
to him : 

** Tel que ce frals bouton, 
Timide avact-coureur de la belle faifon, 

L'aimabfe 
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chambre to Lewis XV, celebrated for his 
paflionate tafte for the arts, and in particu- 
lar for that of mufic, in which he had been 
a great compofer, and of which he had 
alfo written the hiftory. The day after 
their removal was the laft of their exift- 
ence; and their heads fell with forty- 
three others under the pretended axe of 
the law. 

An event of this nature darkened a 
little the polour of our ideas, from the 
fad prefage which it offered, cfpccially 
to prifoners of a certain cajie. 

Qaand de I'etre aii xi6ant \t piil^e eft fi brefy 
Oa fe t^te par fols £i le tr6oe tieat au chef. 

Fallen from the hopes which the 



L'aimable Tivoll, d'une forme nouveUe 
Fit le premier en France entrevoir le modcle.*^ 
De LillE) Poeme desjardins, cb, i. 
He celebrates two verfes afterwards the garden of 
^he Deferty which had been laid out with fo much 
tafte by another of our companions in misfortune 
at the hotel Talaru, M. I)emonville. 

greater 
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greater part of my fellow- prifoners had 
indulged of a fpccdy releafe, their gaiety 
and good humour were changed into 
looks of melancholy and forrow. They 
were aftonilhed and fometimes impatient 
at my unfliaken philofophy. The houfe 
now overflowed with waggon-loads of 
prifoners, who were brought up fron^ 
the departments : the guard became 
more ftrift, and the rigours and pains of 
our captivity more fevere. About this 
time I compofed two couplets to the 
tune of the Marfeillois hymn : 

I. 

Chers camarades d'infortune, 

CompaghOTis de captivite, 

De notre difgracc commune 

Confolons-nou8 par I'amitie : 

De tou8 les revcrs de la vie 

EUe tempere la rig^eur, 

Le bon droit vengera I'honneur 

De» efforts de la calomnie* 
Courage^ 6 mes amis ! bravons les conps du fort ! 
Vertu! (bis) c'eft avcc toi qu*on meprife la mort. 

ir. 
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II. 

Retrancbe'dans fa confcienccy 

XiC rcpublicain genereux 

I>oit bientot de fon innocence 

Voir briller le jour radieux. 

Equitable moins que fev^re, 

L.a patrie, au gri des tyraoBi 

Auroit^elle pour fes enfane . 

Cefle dc vouloir etre m^rc ? 
Courage, 6 mes amis ! bravons les coups du fort! 
Vertul (bis) c'cft avec toi qu'on meprifc la mort. 

I had no doubt but that this fyftem 
of blood was drawing near its end * 5 
but who was furc of living to fee it ? 
None of us dared believe that it was fo 
near. The eighth of Thermidor no 
paper could pafs the portal, and Du- 

* I thought with Salluft : " Ego cunda imperia 
crudelia magis acerba quam diuturna arbitror, neque 
quemquam a multis roetuendum effe, quin ad cum 
ex multis formido recedat." In Fragm. 

** The reign of violence is more cruel than lading; 
and no one becomes an obje£t of terror to the 
multitude) without. feeling that the multitude is an 
obje^ of terror to himfclt" 

tilleul 
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tilleul had not been fcnt for to his ofEce. 
He went however the ninth. How long 
h,e feemed to us in returning ! He came 
at laftj but his return was accompanied 
by circumftances that appeared extra-' 
ordinary. The keeper, holding him by 
the arm, hurried him acrofs the court, 
where we wer^ walking, and waiting to 
lee him ; and led him up to his room, 
without permitting him to Hop. When 
we joined him, we found his Jips com- 
pletely clofed with rcfpeft to what was 
paffing, to. which effeft he had received 
exprefs orders. . We were all fhut up 
two hours fooner than ufual, and enjoined 
to go to bed. But one of us, who had 
gone down into the couit-yard for a 
moment between nine and ten o'clock, 
heard a * news-man cry diftinftly in the 

ftreets, 

* For fomc days paft the news-men had been 
enjoined not to cry their papers near the hotel. 

Thii 



( 144 ) 

flreets, " La grande arreftation de Cati- 
line-Robefpierrc et de fes complices * !" 
He told us of this circumftance ; and you 
may well imagine what an effeft fuch a 
piece of information produced on our 
minds. We knew at leaft ta what wc 
ought to attribute the beat to arms, and 
the retreat which we heard fome time 
after. We flept but little, and the next 
morning early we were informed of the 
whole. All then was ecftacy : the coun- 
tenances of the prifoners were fcarcely 
to be recognifed. As my dejeftion had 
not been very great, my joy on this 
happy occafion was lefs immoderate. * 

Thii man had been ordered by the fcntinel to 
inarch on, a«d hold his tongue. He anfwered, 
fwearing a great oath, " There are a number of 
unfortunate perfons within ; and they ought to 
know what is pafling." I was informed of this 
precious anecdote the next day. 

* " The wonderful arreft of Catilinc-Robefpierrc 
and his accomplices!" 

3 . The 
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The fame day I made this impromptu 
epitaph on Robefpierre : 

Ci-git un motiftre abreuv6 de forfaits ; 
Tigre alt^re de fang tyrant, fuant le crime : 
Caligula, Neron, Phalaris, traits pour traits* 
La foudre, hdlas! trop tard I'a plonge dans I'abtoie* 

On the lothandthe nth, prifoners of 
a pretty oppofite dcfcription made their 
appearance. 

On the lath T was fet at liberty. I 
was the firft in the houfe who was thus in- 
debted to the change of fyftem, and one 
of thofc who leaft cxpefled it*. I did 

not 

* On theexaminatlon of my papers, which was done 
by two members of the revolutionary committee of 
njy feftion, without my felf being prefent, or any one 
on my behalf; a letter was found, I was told, from the 
mother of God \ : I was of cdurfeJier accomplice, and 

it 



t Catherine Theos was a fanatic who indulged in all 
the airy and fanciful dreams of Swedenborg, and, like 
other fanatics, had a certain number of followers. This 

Vol. I£. h poor 
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not want much entreaty to go out j and I 
vifited my penates, my friends, and my 
booksj'with a pleafurc which the experi- 
ence only of the unfortunate can eftimate. 

It was cxpcAed that I fliould be tried with her. The 
▼cry day after the fall o£ Robefpicrre, Fadier^ that 
▼eteran in virtue, brought to the recoUeAion of the 
public this vaft coofpiracy, and informed the con- 
vention that he had a report ready, which would un- 
fold all its myfterious horrors. 1 faid to myfelf, 
« So many iiftiocent people periflied as accomplices 
of L* Amiral, why (hould I not perifti as the accom- 
plice of Catherine Theos ?'* What comforted me was 
the abfurdity of this accufation, to which none of my 
friends, nor any perfon who had the leaft acquaint- 
ance with me, could give credit. It feemed curious 
enough to afcend the fatal cart, and get to the next 
world with the voUrics of the fybil of the rue Con- 
trefcarpe. ' 

poor woman was arretted a« a counter-revolutionift, the 
tyrants of the day calling every thing they did not compre- 
hend, counter-revolutionary. She had the addrefs to flat- 
ter Robefpicrre ; probably gave him ferae claim to rela- 
jtionfliip icand Robefpicrre prote6ted hfcr fecretly from the 
f anygs pf Vadier, who was very carneft in making war on 
thofe citizens of Heaven, and bringing them to the guil- 

^^^^ Before 



( 147 ) 

Before I fini(h my hiflory, I (hould do 
juflice to the keepets, to whofe care I was 
entruftcd for fifcy-three days. They 
were not equally praifc- worthy, but, taking 
one with the other, they were not much 
amifs ; and the agreeable afped of a bot* 
tie of wine or an afllgnat humanifed them 
completely. 

I fhall charaAerife Smydth by a finglc 
trait. While the greater part of the jailors 
were followed by ferocious maftiffs, his 
ufual companion was a fheep [a iheep 
with four legs*3 which never quitted 
him, and which made him look more 
like St. John than St. Rocb. 

Ainfi de mcs anef s fe termine rhifloirc : 
O fieclesi venir, daignerei-vousy croirc! 

♦ Every perfon in Paris knows who the two^eggeJ 
Jheep were, and their abominable employment in the 
prifons under the tyranny oi RoheJ^krrt. Very dif- 
ferent from the 

' placidum pecufj inque tuendos 

Natum hominest 

Ha P.S. 
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p. S. A Angular anecdote I cannot 
help relating. 

Rouffelin, one of my fellow-prifoners 
^t the hotel Talaru, had been carried be- 
fore the revolutionary tribunal, and ac-' 
quitted. He came the next day to vifit 
his old companions, and impart to us the 
good nev/s. He informed me on this oc-^ 
cafion, that a Dutchman called Van 
HdofFhad been dragged to the guillotine 
at the moment when he (Rouflelin) en- 
tered the Conciergerie, and that he lay 
down on the bed yet warm of this unfor- 
tunate man, who had juft left it. Van 
HoofF was my friend j and his unhappy, 
cataftrophe* afFefted me extremely. 'I was 
fo much the more ftrongly perfuaded of 
the death of Van HoofF, as it was an- 
nounced in feveralof the public papers: 
and you may imagine without much 
difficulty what was my aftoniftiment, 
when, a fortnight or three weeks after, 
I received a letter from Van Hooflf, in 

which 
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which he congratulated me on the 
jaftice which had been done me, and 
begged me to ufe my intereft to procure 
him his liberty. I haftened to the prifon 
of Pleffis to fee him, where he had beeij 
juft transferred. He cleared up the rnyf- 
tery of his refurrettion, by informing me 
that the cannibals had guillotined, from 
a miftake in the name^ a poor Brabanter, 
- who was called Van Hove, inftead of him- 
felf. Not having had it in his power to 
repair this error till it was too late, he 
had taken advantage of it, and afted the 
dead man till farther orders. 
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LETTER r. 

X HE furrender of Lyons, which took 
place fome days previous to the murder 
of the deputies of the Gironde, contri- 
buted to haften the execution of that 
atrocious deed. The Lyonnais had Ipng 
ftruggled againft the confimifTaries of the 
mountain fadion,^ who, under the pre- 
tence of an ardent zeal for liberty^ were 
diligent in feeking opportunities for riot 
and plunder; and however Ilrongly this 
detachment of confpirators were fupport- 
ed by thofe who diredled their motions 
from Paris, th»y could not withftand the 
indignation and vengeance of the citizens 
of Lyons, who, roufcd by the dangers 
with which they were threatened, crulhcd 
their oppreflbrs^ the chief of whom, Cha- 
lier,they ftnt tothefcaffold. The Lyonnais 

had 
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had proceeded too far to hope for any 
mercy from the faftion, who had now 
accomplilhed their treafpn at Paris: and 
feeing the caufe of liberty abandoned by 
the departments, who had made their 
peace with the traitors, they were driven 
cither to fuffcr patiently the weight of 
their wrath, or prepare to oppofe it. Of 
this dreadful alternative they chofe the 
latter ; but finding themfelves unfupport-. 
cd in the projeft they had at firft formed 
of marching to Paris, they determined to 
defend their own city. In the mean time 
they employed the moft honourable means 
to explain to the convention, that their 
refiftance arofe neither from difaffeftion 
to the republic, nor from any wiflx 
to form a federal government, of which 
they had been accufcd; that they had 
fworn fidelity to the republican conftitu- 
tion, and had iffued orders to aflem- 
blc the primary affcmblies for its ac- 
ceptance. But refiftance for any caufe 
H 4 was 
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was now a crime, and this conccflion of 
the Lyonnais only ferved to incre'afe the 
infolence of their oppreffors, who decreed 
that the city was in a ftate of rebellion, 
and that all who had reforted thither from 
the neighbouring cJcpartments Ihould be 
treated as emigrants : for the confpirators 
cafily perceived that this city might form 
a central point of oppofition, by col- 
leding together all thofe perfons in the 
fouthern provinces who were averfe to 
the revolutionary order of things* An 
army was immediately kvied, and ordered 
to march againft Lyons ; and it was be- 
lieved that when the Lyonnais were in* 
formed that the affkir was about to be- 
come fo ferious, they would make no far- 
ther oppofition. 

The general who commanded the con* 
ventional army, endeavoured by proclama- 
tions to conciliate the parties, but in vain. 
His propofals of pardon were rejedled by 
thofe who thought themfelves injured, 

and 
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and who k;iew by fatal experience what 
degree of confidence was to be placed in 
the offer of tender mercies from the cruel-, . 
The Lyonnais were allowed three hour* 
to deliberate on the gracious propofition^ 
of the general, but a difcharge of cannoa 
returned their anfwcr before the firft had 
expired ; and though new proclamations 
were iffued, and on the annivcrfary of the 
loth of Auguft both parties fent deputa* 
tions to celebrate that event together, the 
Lyonnais continued their warlike <>pp0r 
fition, and prepared to make an obllinate 
refiftance. 

In the mean time the department of 
Mont-Blanc, formerly Savoy, was recor 
vered by the Piedmontefc, who took adK 
vantage of the abfencc of the army whicji 
had been called off for the purpofe of 
reducing Lyons \ and the repreientatives 
who conduced the operations of the fiege 
wrote to the convention to repeal the de- 
cree which the confpirators ia their wrachi 
Us had 
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liad poured out againft that cit^. The 
Lyonnais were as deaf to thcfe cdncefliom 
as they had been to the proclamations of 
the generals^ who now proceeded to ex- 
tremities^ and began the bombardment 
of the cky,. which was fet on fire in fe- 
veral places; and a great number of the 
inhabitants periflied. Other proclama- 
tbns followed this aA ef hoftiKty, whieh 
met with the &me. reception. The black 
flag cmitinued floating on the towers, in^ 
dicating refinance till death ; and though 
the city, being unfortified, had nothing t© 
defend it but the bravery of its inhabit* 
tants> no imprefllon could be made ex- 
cept by bombardment. The confpiratoro 
therefore fent theic emiiEiries into the ad- 
joinmg departments to raile the people in 
mafs\ and, if any credit is to beglven to the 
reports of thoie who were employed, the 
befieging army was re-infbrced by other 
armies amounting to fifty thoufand mem 
With, this te-inforcement the attack be^ 

gan> 
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gan afrelh, the city was furroundcd^ z\\ 
communication cut off, and the conven- 
tion was informed that famine would 
foon effcdt what the obftinacy of the 
Lyonnais had hitherto prevented. Du<* 
ring three months thefe br^e republi* 
cans contended againft the numerous, ar- 
mies that the confpirators had afiembled ; 
and had not their ardour been checked by 
their commanders, they would all have 
wltneffed againft the cowardice and bafe- 
nefe of their countrymen, by whom they 
were left unfupported, with the laft drop 
of their blood. After having performed 
prodigies of valour, till they were over* 
powered by numbers, and refiftance be- 
came no longer poffible, they endeavour- 
ed to effed their retreat, by forcing their 
way through the befiegers; for accord- 
ing to the difpatches fent to the conven- 
tion they were entirely furrox^nded. In 
this retreat fome fucceeded; bdt a great 
part were cut to pieces, and the con- 
H 6 v^encioual 
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ventional army entered the city in tri- 
umph. 

With the favage, joy of the famiihed 
canniba], when he feizes on fome ihip- 
wrccked wretch whom the waves hav^e 
unkindly fpared from the fate of his com- 
panions, the mountain confpirators heard 
of the reduftioh of Lyons. The com- 
mittee of public fafety, through the organ 
of Barrere,in congratulating the conven- 
tion on the news, informed them that 
meafures were taken to exterminaje every 
fugitive; that no weaknefs, no mepcy 
fliould be fhewn ; and that this den of 
confpirators muil make ample reparation, 
and that this reparation muft confift in 
burying this r^bel city under its own. 
jruins. And left . this moment of wrath 
fliould be tranfient, left the indignation 
which had filled their capacious fouls 
fliould evaporate, thefe guardians of the 
public weal methodized their venge^n^ 
by a decree, which the convention fane- 

tlohed^ 
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tioned, that Lyons fhould be razed ta 
the ground, and ftruck out of the cities 
of the republic. This " great and vigor- 
ous meafure, the total deftruiStion of the 
city, was theonly one that had efcaped us,*' 
the deputies, in miffion at this devoted 
place echo to their colleagues of the coniy- 
mittee. They had already created milii- 
tary tribunals to judge the inhabitants s 
but complete extermination had not been 
within the reach of their corpprehenfion : 
and left this example of vengeance fhoyld 
be loft to the world by fome mifplaced 
hefitation, by forfie fentiment of weak hu- 
manity, the committee difpatched one of 
its own members to dire6l and fqperin- 
.tend the execution. 

What had hitherto paflcd was fcarcely 
the beginning of horrors. CoUot d'Hcr- 
bois, a comedian, who had been driven 
from the ftage for his profcflional inca- 
pacity, but who had a£ted a confiderable 
part in the confpiracy, was gone thither 
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to give tragedy fome original ftrokes. 
•* Alas,'* fays the eloquent reporter on the 
correfpondence of Robefpierre and the 
extent of his enormities, " the terrible in- 
ftrument of death, eredked only for the 
punifhnjcnt of crimes, fpringj tip like 
poifonous plants over every part of the 
republic. It. becomes naturalifed under 
the oppofite Ikies of the north and the 
fouth : the frozen bear and the devour* 
ing dog-ftar alike mourn over its fatal 
fucceffes. 

•' O ! come ; let us penetrate together, 
my fellow-citizens, acrofs thofe fiery tor- 
rents, under thofe ruined walls which 
■feem crumbling down to threaten us with 
ruin 5 let us pafs into thofe cities hereto- 
fore filled with people, now widowed of 
their inhabitants ; into thofe new defcrts 
more frightful than thofe of Paran or 
Horcb. See them, like the hyena growl- 
ing fiercely over its prey !— Do you not 
perceive them like deftroying demons 

rufhing 
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ftrfliing with their devouring torches over 
every monument of genius or of art ? Thefc 
new Gengisy who have conquered neither 
Pcrfia, nor Egypt, nor Lybia, are anxious 
la make Frenchmen of the i8th century 
a race of barbarians, reduced not to the 
pradlice, but to the fimple reading of the 
rights of man, as the Saracens were here*- 
tofore inflru£ted in the knowledge of the 
Koran^ 

** Look for a moment with usj on thefc 
vile dilapidations of the treafures of Pto- 
lemy Philadelphus ; obfcrve thofe evil 
principles, thofe Arimanes, who have 
been difputing, with each other for twelve 
Oionths pail, the palpitating limbs of our 
difinembered country ! What were theyi, 
and what are they now, thofe founders of 
committees of demolition,, thofe creators- 
of ruins ?---Vilc flaves, trembling in the 
prefence of the mighty. 

** It is the confpiracy of folly and of 
crimes united againft genius and virtue. 

U 
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It is the infurredion of robbery againft 
the precept of mm and tbine. It is the 
reign of private vengeance and the moft 
abje£t pafilons. , 

" O Lyons ! city celebrated for thy 
commerce, who is this new Gengis *, who^ 
with the axe and the thunder in his hand,, 
pours down on thy walls, and ruQies on 
to avenge the injuries of Themugin ? It 
is finifhed, and thy ruin is fworn !" 

It is unneceflary to alk of the unfortunate 
inhabitants, as I have fometimes done, the 
hiftory of their woes — their tyrants blazoa 
themfclves their crimes to the open day^, 
and invite you to read the black cata- 
logue of their enormities. " In deftroy- 
ing a rebel city,*' fays CoUot, ** we fhall 

* Gengi8, unknown and defpifcd iinder the name 
of Themugin, returned as a conqueror to avenge 
the infults which he had received. Collot, who- 
"knew profif Jlionally the parts which the Tartar had 
played, is accufed of having taken him for a mpdelj;: 
and of having avenged^ like him, private injuries. 

coni* 
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confolidatc the reft, -We muft leave no- 
thing but aOies, We demolifli with can- 
non balls, and with explofions like thofe 
of mines." When fuch were his principles, 
his projeds, and his exploits, it would 
be trifling to ftop to talk pf individual 
diftrefles — to relate how he ordered three 
ladies, who had thrown themfclves at his 
feet to implore his mercy, to be tied for 
fix hours, to the fcaffold where their huf-] 
bands were to be executed ; or to fpeak 
of the execution of a young heroine, who 
had (hewn prodigies of valour during the 
fiege. Thefe were only interludes in thi$ 
great tragedy, one of whofe languifli-* 
ing.aftoi^s in his exifting correfpondencc 
wf itds, that fince the guillotine has been 
at work, his health has been cftabliflied ; 
that every thing goes well, and is ez- 
ped^d to go better 5 " fince it is found," 
continues he, " that the guillotine is not 
fufficiently expeditious, and in a few days 
three or four hundred will be diQ^atched 

at 
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at a time ; and the houfes are fall demo- 

This was no empty menace— the tra- 
gedian executed what this favage had 
promifed. — ** The guillotine and fufillade 
do not go amifs/* fays he; ** fixty, eighty, 
two hundred at once are (hot, and every 
day care is taken to arreft a fufficicnt 
number, fo as not to leave the prifons 
6mpty.'* But ftill thefe were ordinary 
means. This new Salmoneus was not 
contented with the infignia of the god, he 
panted to imitate his deftroying power 5 
and accordingly foqie of the miferable 
inhabitants were placed before batteries of 
cannon; and while they were (battered and 
torn in pieces by the artillery, though the 
greater part were left to be difpatched the 
following day by the fpades of tho(e who 
came to bury them, CoUot amufcd him- 
felf in beholding the operation. 

During thus waftc of life, that of the 
property of the unfortunate vidlims was 

not 
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not. more refpeftcd. " It coftsfouf him- 
dred thoufand iivres each decade for de-- 
molUionSy* writes one of thefe demons, 
who talks of re- colonizing the country » 
" More heads every day, more heads arc 
falling. Whatecftacies thou woiild ft have 
felt," adds the monfter to his correfpond- 
ent, *^ if thou hadft feen this national juf- 
cice executed on two hundred and nine 
rafcals ! What cement for the republic { 
We have knocked off five hundred; and 
when we have difpatched twice as many^ 
which we (hall do, things will go for- 
ward/' 

Where then, it might be afked, was the 
convention, while thefe horrofs were exe- 
cuting ? Where ? Alas ! this convention,, 
fent by a free people to confolidate their 
liberty, was in chains. Had it been lefs 
enflaved, the decree, that Lyons fhould 
no longer exift, would have juftified the 
executioners. — CoUot was not willing that 
tKis decree of devastation ifaould remaia 

a figure 



( i64 ) 

a figure of rhetoric — he fays fo : " The 
revolutionary army arrives the day after 
to-morrow, and then," continues he, ** I 
(hall be able to perform great things, 
Thefe confpirators muft foon be difpatch- 
cd — Lyons muft exift no longer — and the 
infcription thou haft propofed,'* for this 
letter is addreflcd to Robefpierre, *• con- 
tains a great truth, fdt hitherto the de- 
cree has been but an hypotbefis. It will 
be your bufinefs to make it what it ought 
to be, and we will prepare the amend- 
ments before hand.** 

This was the private correfpondenceof 
the' monlbr with Robefpierre* But let us 
aot conceal his language to the conven- 
ti<m itfclf. " We are hardened,'' fays he, 
*^ againft the tears of repentance — Indul- 
gence is a dangerous weaknefs — The dc- 
jAiolitions are too flow — ^We muft employ 
means more adapted to republican impa- 
tience. The explofion of the mine, the 
devouring adlivity of the flame alone can 

cxprefs 
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cxprefs the omnipotence of the people : 
its will cannot be impeded like that of 
tyrants ; it ought to have the efFcft of 
thunder." And what anfwer does thecon-» 
vention return to its colleague ? — The 
wretch for a whole year after retained a 
fcat in the affembly.^-It was the plan of 
Collot to banifh thofe whom he did not 
deftroy; for he fownd it difficqlt to carry^ 
hispurpofe into full execution; and afcer 
having murdered a part, and exiled the 
reft, he difcovered that he had fulfilled 
his commifTion^ and Ihould be able on his 
return to fay with truth, that Lyons ex- 
ifted no longer. 

" WJiat ideas ! what fvry !" exclaims 
the reporter : " it feems as if the moral 
world was fallen back into chaos. And 
thefe are legiflators! Alas ! if the Erebus 
of the antients had had its legislation alfo, 
it would undoubtedly have been more 
confiftent and more humane.** 

We are at firft tempted to believe, in 

palling 



[ 166 ) 

pafling in review thefe ferocious diarac* 
ters, that all- the monftcrs of the defert had 
quitted their dens to rulh in on our cities; 
or rather, to adopt more natural ideas, 
we cannot help difcovering the end of 
thefe horrible levellers, which was thie de- 
firu£tion of commerce, and the eftablifli- 
ment not of an equality of happineis, but 
of an equality of mifery, throughout the 
republic. 

It will fcarcely be thought pofTible, 
yet it is very generally believed, that Col- 
lot was led to this vengeance on the peo- 
ple of Lyons for having hiflcd him* when 
he afted on their ftage, Thoufands of 
viftims have atoned .for the infult offered 
to a wretched comedian ; and this great 
city, which from the time of Auguftus 
had been the centre of the commerce of 
Gaul, where he lavilhed his favours, and 
for three ages received the tribute of grati- 
tude in the honours that were rendered 
him, had now fallen under the ftroke of 
I _ th« 
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the moft vulgar of tyrants. Had thefe 
monfters looked for precedents for their 
cruelties, they might have found them In 
their prototype Caligula, for in this very 
city that tyrant once refided : and the re- 
femblance of Caligula and CoUot is fo far 
ftriking, that they both exercifed their 
defpotifm over the fame xlafs of citizens; 
though the motives of Caligula appear to 
have been more natural than thofe of 
CoUot, and his cruelty more difcrimi- 
Jiate. 

While this tragic ruffian was afting his 
part at Lyons, others with principles as 
atrocious, though they were hfs fteeped 
in blood, were carrying defolation into 
other parts of France, Bourdeaux, which 
had been raifing itfelf to the height of 
the revolution, was now a prey to the 
caprice of a young monfter who had not 
yet counted twenty years, and who was 
the valet of Robefpierre in the commif* 
Hon of crimes. The republican patriots 

having 
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having long fincc fallen under the pro- 
fcription, Julien's inftruftions and plan 
feem to have been the eftablifliment of 
fanjcukaifm over the ariftocracies of com- 
merce, of mufcadinijm^ and of wealth. 
His correfpondence is as filly as it is atro- 
cious, and of its atrocity we may judge 
when he conderrfns the meafures of blood 
already taken as beisg moderate and al- 
mod counter-revolutionary. It appears 
that he was one of the firft who had de- 
nounced the enormities of Carrier \ but 
ages of punilhment or repentance will 
not atone for the murder of Salles and 
Guadet, who were executed at Bourdeaux 
during Julien's adminiftration; together 
with|Guadet*s father, mopher, filler and her 
hufl^and, the hufband's brother, and one 
of his aunts •, in fliort, the whole family, 
excepting Guadet*s wife, whofe murder 
was delayed till flie recovered from a fc- 
vere indifpofition, which happily laftcd 
till the tyrants felL 

4 LET- 
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LETTER VL 

iN O clafs of men were more interefted 
in the prefervation of the abufes of the an- 
cient government than the priefts. When 
the conftituent affembly leffcned the in- 
fluence of the higher clergy, by dripping 
the church of its domains^ and making 
the falaries of its minifters more equals 
the national wealth was not only increaf- 
ed, but the great mafs of the priefts 
hood were fatisfied with the diftribution. 
The majority of thofe who had hitherto 
direded the machine of the revolution 
were fully perfuaded that the priefthood 
fhared but little in its fpirit; and, know- 
ing that whatever does not keep pace 
with its career, retards its progrefs, had 
fought at different times to diffolve the 
Vol. II, I alliance 
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alliance of the church and ftatc altow 
gcther. They felt indeed that the article 
in the declaration of rights, which faya 
*' that no one (hall be difturbed in his 
religious opinions/* muft be eventually 
fubverfive of the cftabliftied religion j 
fince whoever believed it to be not only 
unneccfTary and expenfive, but hoftile to 
the great principles of liberty, would 
murmur at contributing to its fupport. 
, A confiderable part of the clergy re- 
fijfed to accede ro the civil conftitution 
which the conftituent aflembly^had form- 
ed^^ alleging that in matters of religion, 
or \f\ the regulations of the church, no 
oneought to guide their faith, or receive 
their obedience, but the pcrfonage who, 
in conftant fuccelfion from the great 
author of chriftianity, had held the dele- 
gated power. This clafs had by their 
non-conformity loft their employment, 
but they were not the lefs chcriftied 
on that account by thofe who thought 

with 
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with themfelvcs, that man was made for 
the fabbath, and not the fabbath for man. 
The zeal of thefe non -jurors for the faith 
which they contended was once delivered 
to the faints, was too ardent to fuffer this 
humiliation of the church in filence ; nor 
was the vigilance of the friends of the re- 
volution leis awake to counteradt their ef- 
forts. The majefty of the church, of which 
they believed thcmfelves to be the only 
true fupporters, would not permit them 
to bow before the majefty of the people ; 
and when the legiflative aflembly under- 
took to be the interpreters of the law, 
and enafted decrees for the banilhment of 
the unconftitutional clergy, they fought 
refuge in the majefty of the throne, the 
cheriflied ally hitherto of the church, 
whofe power was at this time fcarcely 
more confirmed than its own. 

The protedlion given by the court to 
the non-juring clergy haftened the ruin 

I 2 of 
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of both ♦. The king rcfufcd at firft to 
fanftion the decree of the legiflative af- 
fembly, who however at length prevail- 
ed : and when the royal poWer was an- 
nihilated, which happened not long after, 
the priefts were compelled to feek afy- 
lums of charity, in foreign countries, of 
thofe whofe anceftdrs had fled from the 
bloody perfecutions of their order, but 
whofe injuries the fons had forgotten ; or 
if ftill remembered, they perhaps an- 
fwered as Guife did to Poltrot," If your 
religion enjoins you to murder, ours 
compels us to forgive/* 

The difpofition of the national con- 
vention was ftill more unfavourable than 
that of the legiflative aflembly to the 

* Of the fecret hiftory of that eventful penod 
which overthrew both the monarchy and the church 
in France, madame Roland has left us many curious 
particulars. The principal aflors are now no more, 
except Servan and Dumourier— all the reft having 
perifhed on the fcaffold. See Appendix, No. III. 

civil 
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civil cftablflbment of the clergy. Tht 
truth is, that the enlightened part of the 
country had confidered religion as a per- 
fonal thing. Thofe who believed, of 
which the number was not very great, 
thought' the protedion of the ftate no 
addition to its dignity ; and thofe who 
difbelieved, or, which was the fame, con- 
founded the dodrines of chriftianity and 
the eftablifhed church, thought that its 
alliance was not only burdenfome, but 
pernicious. The great divifions of the 
contending parties for the government 
gave the priefthood refpite. But no fooner 
was this queftion decided, >and the reign 
of Robefpierre eftabJiftied, than the men 
ci reafon, as they called themfelvcs^ re- 
newed the attack againft tlie men of the 
church, who were unable to make any 
farther refiftance. 

The conftitutional clergy had no pro^ 

teftion but that which was given them 

by the conftitution now profcribed, and 
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.,had infpired no intcrcft in the devotees, 
who confidered them rather as apoftates 
from religion, than defenders of the 
faith •, and treacherous guides in the 
road of falvation, on account of their 
compliance with the law. 

A ftria adherence to the ceremonies 
and doftrines of the Romifti church waa 
not the only fuperftition that darkened 
France. There jvas another of a more 
terrible nature, and more deftruaive of 
fociai order, which was atheifm. Vol- 
taire has obferved, that a reafoning atheift 
is a greater fcourge to mankind, than 
the moft fanguinary fanatic. The com- 

- mune of Paris had affumed this charac- 
ter-, and, having twice contributed to 
overturn the civil government of the 
country in the fpace of a few months, 
imagined that the kingdom of the next 
world was to be taken by force as well 
as the kingdom of the prefcnt. This 
formidable projeft was conceived, and 

brought 
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brouglit to maturity in modeft filence* 
The good people of Paris, who had 
troubled themrdves but little about re- 
ligion, but who imagined that there 
might be fomething good in it, as there 
is in the word of vocations, were ex^ 
tremely furpriled to fee the archbifhopof 
Paris, with his ciergy, prelent themfelves 
at the bar of the convention, attended by 
the conftituted powers of the department 
and the municipality, " to be regene- 
rated J*' that is, to abjure their former 
belief, and make their new confefiion of 
faith, in which they declared that there 
was no other duty than liberty, no other 
gofpel than the republican conftitutionj 
and no othpr worfhip than equality^ 
This illumination was not the refult of 
/the deep ftudies either of the archbifhop 
jor his vicars. The fccret was imparted 
to him by Chaumctte, the procureur of 
the commune, to whom it was difcovered 
by one Clootz, commonly called Ana*- 
I 4 charfis. 
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charHs, a Prufllan by birth, and an 
atheift by profefllon, whofc hiftory I 
have already related. Clootz had writ- 
ten a. book, which he told the conven- 
tion on prefenting it was the fruit of 
fifteen hours labour every day during 
the courfe of four years. He alfo in- 
ilruflred them that this work, Angular in 
its method and curious in its detail, over* 
turned at one ftroke all fefts, antient or 
modern,, pf natural or revealed religion. 
—Of this work, which " proved the 
nothingnefs of all religion,'* the conven- 
tion decrted the acceptance, and honour- 
able mention*, and, thus armed,. Ana-- 
charfis fet out on his travels to convert 
the world to atheifm. There was fome* 
thing mafterly in his firll attempt 5, and 
had he been fatisfied with the converfion 
of the archbilhop and the commune,^ 
whom he brought to the bar of the con- 
vention, he might have enjoyed his tri- 
umph in fecurityj but when he attempt-. 

ed 
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cd to profelyte the convention itfelf, 
Robefpierre oppofed the invader with 
his doftrine of the Supreme Being, and 
Anacharfis was fcnt to the prifon of the 
Luxembourg. There a friend of mine 
found him fit daily controvcrfy with 
Thomas Paine, who had juft written 
** The Age of Reafon," for his credulity 
in ftill indulging fo many religious and 
political prejudices.. Soon after, this 
vain enthufiaft was fent by his polemic 
antagonift Robefpierre to the guillotine, 
, where many of his converts in fucceflion 
followed him, and among his pupils was 
the archbifhop. 

Many of the bilhops and priefts who 
were deputies in the aflembly, and fome 
of the minifters of the proteftant faith,, 
animated by the example of the arch- 
bifhop, made their public recantation. Of 
thisxlaft feft one obferved that, though- 
his fyftem of faith inculcated, more than 
any other, moral obligations, yet, as the 
1 5 great 
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great day of judgment was arrived, the 
reign of reafon, the triumph of philofo- 
phy, he muft divcft himfelf of his facer- 
dotal charafier, and become regenerated 
alfo, fince, as he confeffed, " ecus les 
pretres dans tous les cultes ont xoujours 
un peu de charlatanifme •.^' 

The ingenuoufnefs in the members of 
one profcffion provoked the fame candour 
in thofe of another. The priefts having 
•confefled that there was a littk quackery 
in their adminiftrationof thenext worlds 
the phyficians crowded to the bar of the 
commune, to acknowledge that they had 
been " un peu pretres" alfd, and that ^ 
JIttle fpice of mountebank dealing en- 
lered into their adminiftration of this. 
Admitting that nature and reafon were 
the bcft remedies, they made offerings of 
.their diplomas by which they had been ^ 

* AU prieils of all religions have a little fpi^ 
.««tf Jtlie mountebank* 

author] fed 



( ^79 ) 

authorifed to cure fecundum artem^ in 
dircft contradi6i:ion to both; and thia 
virtuous dereliftion of their former prac- 
tice was rewarded with applaufes and 
civic infertion^ 

Reformation, as wdl as terror, was 
the order of the day : the fearching eye 
of the commune left nothing unexplored. 
To the epuration of the prieAs and phy- 
ficians fucceeded that of the comedians^ 
who had no profeffional fins to confefs, 
fince they had aded their parts on the 
ilage of the world without any dilguife^ 
However, the commune thought that 
ihofe who had been in the habitude of 
peribnatii:tg princes, and nobles, .and 
queens, and countefles, could little relifli 
habits of equality, and therefore fenn tq 
prifoo both aclors and adreflcs as fuf- 
pedted* 

The fpirrt of reform did not flop at 

the confecration of the fpoils of the 

church to the fervices of the ftate. It 
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feized on thofe privileges which in ail 
countries, and under every eftablifhmcnt 
of religion, have been accorded with (he 
common confent of mankind, and on the 
exercife of which much of the order and 
happinefs of the world has been thought 
to depend. On our entrance into the 
world it is the prieft who confers on us 
our moral exiftence; in riper days it is 
he who hallows our affeftions •, and with* 
out his difmiffion we have been taught 
to think that our road to heaven was not 
altogether fecure* Of the two firft of 
thefe funftions, the^legiflative affcmbly 
had taken poffeffion — the fathers brought 
iheir children to be regenerated at the 
municipal font, and the lover led hia 
blufliing miltrefs before the altar of Hy- 
men, and received her frdm the hand of 
the civil officer, who pronounced their 
union " in the name of the law." The 
care of difpofing of the citizens at death, 
yet remained to the church, and the fu^ 

nerali 
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iieral* continued tx> darken the way in^ 
long proceffions, till the commune feizcA 
on this laft prerogative of the clergy, and 
decreed^ that gay revolutionary colours. 
t>{ the nation fhould take place of the 
funereal pall — the pricfts. fliould be. 
changed into municipal officers, and the 
cemetery ftiould be called the place of 
repofe, where, inftead of the hope of be* 
ing troubled with a refurre<aion, the cii- 
tizen ihould have the privilege of fleep- 
ing for ever. 

The church of Notre Dame wa*. 
changed into the temple of Reafon; and 
the commune,, with the divinity herfelf, 
attended by a fpkndid train, came to. 
requeft the convention to fandtify with 
their prefence the confecration* The 
Goddefs of Reafon was a fine blooming 
damfcl of the opera-houfe, and aftcd her 
part in this comedy alfo to the entire 
fatisfaftion of her new votaries. From 
her imperial throne, in which (he was 
o bprne 
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borne by four porters, (he defcendcd to the 
fight hand of the prcfidcnt of the conven- 
tion, and by a decree received the fraternal 
kifs, asfoon as the procureurof the com* 
mune, who attended as high pried, or 
iiiafter of the ceremonies, had announced 
her negative and pofi tive charafter ; '* firft, 
that (he was not, like the objeds of the 
ancient w^rfliip, a coid and inanimate 
image; and next, that (he was a mafter- 
piece of nature^ and that her facred form 
Jiad fo enflamcd every heart, that only 
one univerfal cry was heard^ " No more 
priefts, afid no other gods T* 

When the deputies arrived at the 
temple, the Goddefs of Reafon introduced 
them to the Goddefs of Liberty^ who 
came out of the houfe of Philofophy, 
to receive their homage, and beftow het 
benedidtion. The enemies of the revo^ 
lution encouraged thefe follies, which the 
patriot difavowed and lamented : and the 
philofopher would only have fmilcd at 

ihc4 



( i83 ) 

thefe tranfient puerilities, had they not 
been mixed with atrocity and crimes* 
Alas t the refpedt for Reafan was as 
fleeting as the refpeft for other ftrangcj 
gods; for her altars were foon deferted^ 
and her high priefts, and the divinity her- 
felf, were foon after cond^ifted amidft the 
applaufes of the people to the guillotine. 
Immediately after the regeneration of the 
metropolitar^ thofe who felt the lamQ 
convi£tton of its neceffity made con^ 
feflion of their fins, and applied for the* 
conventional bielling. This convidioa 
neverthelcfs was far from being general 
in either profcflion; for though the con-^ 
ftitutional clergy were attached to the 
cai>fe of liberty, and rejoiced in the re* 
generation of their country, they did not: 
.imagine that the belief of reward in a 
future ftatc would make % lefs virtuous, 
<:itizen of the prefent. This counter- 
revolutionary obftinacy was held in great 
indignation, Jhough the commune hacj 
I .^alk4 
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Called on Reafon, like the priclls of 
Baal, *' from morning until noon,'* the 
votaries at her fhrine were few and foli- 
tarjr^ and it became neceffary for the 
honour of the goddefs, that more revo- 
lutionary meafures Ihould be purfued. 
Accordirjgly, attended by the committees- 
of the fedions, and the popular focieties 
of Paris, the municipality appeared a 
fccond time at the bar of the convention^ 
where, after a philippic againft the unre- 
canting clergy, they demanded the fup- 
preflion of their falarics, and that thofe 
who believed In " the tales of auguFS 
Ihould pay them.'* The convention, who 
probably had as little faitk in augurs as. 
the commune, had however more charity^ 
and deferred the fcntence of famine^, 
which the municipality had decreed.. 
The commune, though it did not fuc- 
ceed in the attack on the priefthood,. 
was more fuccefsful in its attacks on 
the church. The word of order was 

iffued,. 
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iflued, and the ftreers of Paris were filled 
with mock religious proceffions. The 
moft ludicrous tnafquerades prefented 
themfelves in every quarter; pioneers and 
artillery-men^ led the march, clothed in 
the furplices of the inferior clergy j the 
national guard were arrayed in the habits 
of the priefts ; the revolutionary citizens 
of the fedion were veiled in garments 
ftill more coftly, the revolutionary ladies^ 
and the pfieftcflcs of Reafon had fanftU 
fied themfelves with the drefles belonging 
to the Virgin, and St. Frances and St. 
Bridget; and the revolutionary committee 
had referved for their own decoration^ 
with great prudence, all the garments of 
fine gold, embroidery and jewels, while 
the caps of the priefts and the mitres 
were placed on the heads of the horfes 
employed in dragging thefe weighty fpoils,^ 
which were to be prefented to the con- 
vention. Thefe offerings confifted of 

croffes^ 
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crofles, funs, vafes, chandeliers, and 
chafes, apoftles and faints in gold and 
filvcr, St. Anthony and his pig, St. Roche 
and his dog, and all the other faints re- 
gifl-ered in the calendar who were found 
to be of the fame metallic worth. From 
the convention, after undergoing the fen- 
tence of condemnation for ariftocratical 
and counter-revolutionary principles, they 
were fent to be regenerated at the mint, 
and make expiation for the long feries of 
impofuions they had been pradlifing on 
the world, by becoming, under a new 
form, the proteftors of liberty and the 
republic. 

The wooden faints, who in moral and 
religious eftimation were equal, and often* 
iimes fuperior, in paradifeic^l rank to 
their brethren, though their confideration 
jn thele moments of irreligious phrenfy 
v/as infinitely .lefs, were committed, with- 
out rcmorfe, to the flames at the place of 

execution* 
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execution. And into the fame unhallowed 
fire were thrown thofe ineftimable trea- 
fures which had been for ages the 
confolation of the fufFering believer^ 
and the refuge of the faithful and pious. 
Amid the Hicrilegious pile lay three eyes 
of the evangclifts 5 a blue jacket, be- 
daubed with paint, taken from the ward- 
robe of St. Luk^i a piece of ragged tent 
cloth, that had been purchafed from the 
warehoufe of St. Paul, and his cloak, 
which had beeii left with Carpus ; a 
few of the coats iand garments of St. 
Dorcas, which the weeping widows had 
(hewn to Sr. Peter; all which^ with 
other relics ftill more precious, fuch as 
fome of the moveables belonging to the 
holy Virgin, with parts of her appard ; 
the fpoon and pap-difh of the holy cliild; 
the head of fome renowned faint of St. 
Genevieve's acquaintance ; the bones of 
ihe patronefs of Paris herfelf, with her 
linen, and other property found in her 

chapd^ 
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chapel*, of which ^ had obliterated 
the knowledge^ with arms, legs, toes, and 
little fingers of illuftriousmartyrs, becanie 
the prey of revolutionary flames, kindled 
with bundles of the real wood of thecrofs,. 
But thefe civic facrifices were not con- 
. fined to the worfhippers of the eftablifhed 
fyftem; the fedaries alfo burnt with the 
fame patriotic zeal ; the followers of Mo- 
fes and of Calvin applauded thefe votive 

. * This holy ark had been regarded with. religiou» 
awe, as the palladium of Paris, and a fecurity for 
the protection of St. Genevieve. It had been dJti^ 
mated at millions : but whatever might have beea 
its worth in former times^ it was now confiderably 
diminiihed, fince the precious itones with which it 
was ornamented had been difplaced by other ilone& 
of little value. The figures engraved on this facred 
utenfil were fingular enough for a faint. On one 
fide was Mutius Scaevola, in the heroic a£t of 
putting his hand into the flames^ with Conftantine 
the Great, and Jupiter and Hebe; while Venus and 
Cupids were fporting on the other. The faint had 
furely paid little attention to the outfide of the 
dwrelliog. 

^ offeringa 
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offerings of their catholic brethren. They 
beheld ^ith fecret fatisfaftion the down- 
fall of a power, of which they had been 
for ages the viftims, while they depofited 
the precious ornaments and utenfils of 
their own worftiip, but without compli- 
menting the ftate with the abjuration of 
their religious belief. In this madncfs 
againft fuperftition fome method was 
obferved. Aknoft every monument that 
bore the marks of genius, every relic 
that could contribute to the progrefs of 
the arts, was prcferved with care, and de- 
pofited in places of fafety. Many a faint 
owes his refcue from deftruftion to the 
chifel of the fculptor or the painter's 
ikill ; and except in a few of the departs 
ments, nothing was deftroyed that was 
worth preferving. 

The great depofitory at St. Denis 
neverthelefs fuffered from this reforming 
rage. The crowns of Dagobert and Clovis ; 
the fceptres of Philip the beautiful, and 

Henry 
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Henry the fowler ; the filver helmet and 
golden fpurs of Charlemagne -, and the 
rich variety of treafure arifing from tha 
munificence of fovereigns to the tutelary 
faint of France, were mingled together 
in the crucible of the mint. The bodies 
cf thefe monarchs and heroes were not 
treated with equal refpeft-, for, as theedift 
had gone forth again it every veftige of 
royalty, and every mark or remnant of 
ariftocracy, the tombs in which they had 
been for ages quietly inurned were 
forced to open their ponderous jaws ; 
and thofe furious Jacobins, worfe than 
" the hellilh rout that tore the Thracian 
bard in Rhodope," had the fatisfadlion 
to fee the bones and alhes of the long 
line of their Charles's, Henries, and 
Louis ; of their Condes, Montmorencies, 
and Turennes, before whofe loweft valets 
they would have trembled in fubmiffive 
filence, become the prey of famiflied 
dogs, and the fport of the winds. 

One 
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One of the pretences for this violation 
of the dead, which was general around 
Paris, and in fome of the neighbouring 
departments, was the want of the cof- 
fins that enclofed them to make bullets 
for the ufe of the army. The cemete- 
ries were therefore called the revolu- 
tionary lead-mines. If the ramblings uf 
imagination might be indulged amiciil 
the horror which this fort of plunder in- 
fpired, we might purfue thefe revolu- 
tionary inftruments of death to their 
dcftination, and fee many m emigrant 
laid proftrate with the former covering 
of his parents' duft. On many a coun- 
tenance doomed to long night, the fun 
once again (hone, and many met its 
beams, whofc features prelcrved all their 
original force and chai after. Among 
others, madame Sevigne was found en- 
tire, with the unfading bloom of healthy 
and virtuous old age: but as the edid: 
againft ariftocracy and privileges com- 
prehended 
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{>re1iended talents as well as birth, the 
wife as well as the mighty fuffered in the 
general profcription againft lead coffins ; 
except Defcartes, whofc bones were put 
into a balket, and carried to the Pantheon^ 
where he is fated to repofe with the 
^ immortal and divine Marat." 
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HILE Paris was delivered up to 
the moft execrable faftions, of which I 
fhall hereafter give you a detail, the 
weftern departments became, the theatre 
of calamities infinitely more tremendous. 
The ftruggles which took place previ- 
oally to the 31ft of May between the 
republicans and the confpirators, toge- 
ther with the defeat of the northern ar- 
mies, and the defeftion of Dumouricr, 
had diverted the attention of government 
from the dangers by which they were 
menaced in the Vendee. Of this war 
we yet know but little, and what we do 
know is only the hiftory written by the 
party which pcrfecuted. 

Of all the evils which infeft mankind. 
Vol. IL K * thofc 
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thofe occalioned by war are the mod dc- 
ftru6l:ive. The hurricane, the earthquake^ 
and the volcano, thofe convulfions in 
nature which (hake the earth to its bafis, 
and feem to threaten it with annihilation, 
are not to be compared with the fcourges 
of war. We read of cities befieged and 
taken by ftorm,.' without fympatjiizing 
very deeply in the hiftory. We fee nei- 
ther the infidious mine which (batters a 
thoufand limbs at one blow, nor heair 
the cannon and the bomb, which per- 
form the workof deftruftion more open- 
ly. The foldicr. climbing precipices, or 
fcaling walls, to fall with indifcriminate 
rage on the old, the infant, and the de- 
fencelefs, and to convert flourifliing ci- 
ties into one vaft cemetery, is only a be- 
ing of romance to thofe who have lived 
at a diftance from fuch fccnes, and the 
tenor of wKofe days has glided away in 
tranquillity. When the laws of war 
according to the regulationlis of civilized 

. fociety 
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focicty are dbferv^d, the miferies arc 
ftill tremendous : the laws of hatui^e are- 1 
perverted ; it is the young, not the old, 
that defcend firfl: to the tomb, and all ' 
the dear and tender relations of life are 
broken — the father laments his fon— the 
wife the hufband torn from them to ferve 
the pjurpofes of ambition or cruelty— 
whole countries are depopulated, fields 
lie uncultivated, and famine produces 
defpair. 

If fuch are the evils attendant on -war 
when men murder each other without 
provocation and without rcfentment; 
when they fcarcely know cither the caufe 
of the difpute wSich brought them into 
the field, or for whom they are going to 
fhed their blood ; what muft be the hor- 
ror of that conflidt where every regula- 
tion of humanity is confidered . as con- 
fpiracy and tre^fon, where every adtion 
becomes laudable in proportion as it be- 
comes ferocious, where murder is the 
K 2 only 
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•nly mark of bravery, and where cx- 
termioation alone is conquefl: ! 

The progrefs of the royalifts after the 
events of the lothof Augufttothcepocha 
of Damourier's defeAion, had remain* 
ed unnoticed ; nor was it till they had 
raifed a mod formidable camp and me- 
naced Nantes, Angers, and other cities, 
and iffued their formal manifeftoes de- 
maiiding there-eftablifhment of the prieft- 
hood, nobility, and royalty, that any 
cffedtive meafures were taken to reprcfs 
them* The firft generals that were fent 
againft them, who were Berruyer, Marie, 
and Ligonier, aded, it is faid, as if they 
were their allies, rather than their ene- 
'mies; andQuetinau, who fucceeded them, 
is accufed of having furrendered Touars, 
with the magazines which it contained, 
and an army of four thoufand men. 

Thefe-defeflions on the one fi(Je, and 
the viftorics of the royalifts on the other, 
at length roufed the convention, who 

decreed 
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decreed that an army of three hundred 
thoufand men fliould be raifcd to fuc- 
cour what they called the patriots in 
the Vendee, who were oppofcd' by the 
robbers. As this feemed to be an ex- 
tra-fervice, great rewards were given to 
thofe who would enlifl: to go and aflfift 
•* their brethren*," but moft of thefc 
heroes, who were paid enormous fums 
to perform this aft of charity, went and 
increafed the armies of the malcontents, 
inftead of fighting againft them. A ihort 
time after the 31ft of May, Saumur was 
taken by the royalifts, and a number of 
other important places, Vehiers, Parte- 
nay, Brefluire, and Fontenay the capital 
of the department, fell into their power. 
The armies of the convention fled con- 
tinually before numbers greatly inferior, 
and abandoned their magazines, baggage, 
and cannon ; fo that the Vendean troops 
were furnifhed completely with ftoresjof 
every kind from the cowardice of the. 
K3 conven- 
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conventional forces, or the treachery oi 
their commanders. While thefc dif- 
graces befel the armies on the weftera 
fide, Nantes, which was befieged by an 
army of forty thoufand men, was de- 
fended with five thoufand, by Canclaux, 
who by the prudence and vigour of his^ 
operations fayed the province of Brit* 
t^ny, and gained feveral important vic- 
tories. Other generals who appeared to 
have the means as well as' the intentioi^ 
of finifhing the war expeditioufly, among 
whom was the former due dc Biron\ 

' were 

♦ Madanie Roland wa« a pnfoncr with.Biron igi 
the Pelagic. " At this moment,'^ - flic fays,, 
** Biron is my fellow prifoner. Biron came to 
Paris at the latter period of Fache's adminiftriation, 
to denounce him to the convention, providc;d with 
papers to prove the minifter's dilapidations. Birop. 
faw hi(n, was feduced by his feeming franknefs, 
and was perfuaded that there was more of ignorance- 
than of ill intention in his conduct. He felt how cruel 
at wouldrbe ^o fend a marj to the fcaflfold who might 

onljr 
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were fufpcnded, as well as Canclau}^, 
while Ronfin and Roffignol, wo fanfculoUe 
generals, were loaded with eulogiums 
by the confpirators of Paris, in propor- 
tion as -they were defeated by the roy- 
alifts. ^ * ' ' 

The royalifts, encouraged by their fuc- 
ceffes, and finding themfelves fo well fe- 
conded by thefe generals, marched on 
the a7th of July towards Angers, and to' 
a bridge which was, an important pafs, 

Dnly have been deceived : he abandoned hii inten- 
tion, of which he informed Pache hnnfelfi Pache 
comes t0 an explanation^ gets into his own hands 
the papers and proofs of the complaints again ft 
Iiim, arid fends Biron to the army ih Italy [\\\9 
Vendee flie ought to have faid] \(^here he • leaves 
liim in want of everjjr th^ng* He gafos a few ad- 
, vantages^ nothing is faid about them ; he oi&es re- 
clamations, no attention is paid ; thie time runs on, 
the evil increafes ; he infifts* and is ordered to Paris, 
where ^e arrives, and is fhut up in the Pelagiei 
He now know) the hand of Pache in the tyrant 
who opprcffc* him. " 

i . K 4 called 



.( 200 ) 

called the bridge of Ce. Orders -wese 
given to evacuate this pod, as had beer> 
done in preceding inffances. But con- 
trary meafures being taken by a deputy 
in miillon, and other difpoficions being 
made by general Tune,, both places 
were faved, and for the firft time a vic- 
tory was obtained. This general gained 
a ftill greater advantage, and a fortnijght 
after he was broke* 

The evacuation of Cholet by the roy- 
alifts would have been the confequence 
of their defeat ; but when general Rey 
was propofing to take advantage of his 
vidory, an imperial edidt pf the fame 
fanfciilotte general forced him to a re- 
treat. As a reward for fucceffe^ which 
Rey afterwards gained, he alfo was broke; 
and his adjutant, who came to Paris to 
plead for him,, was thrown into the dun- 
geon of the Conciergerie. 

Thefe plans of military- operations 
were not likely to be attended with much 

Xuccefs^ 
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Tuccefs, and have appeared at all times 
myftcrious. ' Phillipeaux, in his Uric- 
tures on this war, calls it a ftrange phe- 
nomenon for hiftory, that the govern- 
ment (houlJ have looked calmly on, 
whilft thofe who gained victories were 
difgraced, and thofe whofe only prowefs 
had confifted in converting whole ar- 
mies compofed of fome of the braveft 
and bcft difciplined troops in the re- 
public, into heaps of carcafles,. were 
carefled and continued in command. 
Phillipeaux, in his letter to the committee 
of public-fafety, aflures them that the 
two generals Ronfin and Roflignol had 
butchered from forty to fifty thoufand 
patriots. 

But time reveals mod myfteries. At 
this period the confpirators in Paris were 
more in dread of the refentment of the 
departments than they were of the arms 
of the royalifts. Of the various calum- 
nies which they invented againft the de- 
K 5 putiesi*^ 
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puties who had fled from Paris, that of 
joining the royalifts was the mod induf- 
irioufly propagated ; and while the pro- 
fcribed deputies were held up to the pub*^ 
lie as the fupporters and a^ors in a caufe- 
.which all parties agreed to call rebellion^ 
the confpirators found themfelves jufti- 
fied in taking the meafures beft fitted ta 
exterminate the only rivals . they had to. 
dread. Had the royaKfts been defeated^ 
and the rebellion cruCbed^ the calumny 
would have been difcovered, and alii 
pretence for punifhment taken away. 
It was the intereft therefore of the ufurp— 
. crs to menace the people with the venge- 
ance of Foyalifm and fedcralifm united ^, 
and none were better calculated to fulfil 
their intentions^ than thoffc inexperienced 
and profligate men who had the mofl: 
remarkable talents for procuring the de- 
feat of the armies they commanded. 

Whether' or no this be the real expla- 
nation of that which has been deemed fo^. 

myftc* 
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tnyfterious, muft be left to the cDnfidera- 
tion of thofc who wifti to penetrate into 
this labyrinth. W^en we fee the hiftory ^ 
of the war of the Vendee written by the 
royalifts themfelves, it is probable that 
they will fay, that their own valour, and 
the goodnefs of the caufe in which they 
were engaged, gave them thefe vidtories. ^ 
In yielding its full force to this expla->> 
nation, and' fuppofing that the convene 
tional armies were defeated by braver 
troops, it will yet remain unexplained, 
why, of two claffcs of conventional ge^ 
nerals, thofc who beat and thofc who 
were beaten, the former (hould have 
found either imprifonment, or the fcaf- 
fold, and the others prodigality ^f fa^ 
vouf-s. 

The ufurpers having fucceeded in their 
criminal defigns againft the republican; 
party, ribw fourtd it neceffary to ri4 
themfelves of the royalifts, whom they 
liad hitherto made ufeful to their defigns.. 
K6 The 
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The latter end of Auguft they formed a 

different plan for the remainder of the 

campaign, which confifted in attacking 

at once the royalifts from every pointy 

and fyiifhing the conteft as it were at a 

fingle blow. The army on the northern 

fide was committed to Roifignol and 

Ronfin, and the revolutionary, legions 

and the army on the weftern eoaft were 

entrufted to Lechelle. Hc^wever well 

this plan might have been combined, 

the firft fpecimcn thofe who were to ex* 

ecute it gave of obedience to their in^- 

ftruftioBs was to fuffer the infurgents to 

take poffcffion of the ifland of Noir- 

mouiier, Machecoul, and other places, 

and evacuate Montaigu, where they 

abandoned immenfe magazines of every 

fort, and the army was reduced to deep 

in the open air ; while their ignorant or 

treacherous leaders kept at a cpnvenient 

diftance, furrounded by adrefles, cour- 

tefaiis, and all the licentioufnefs of an 

^aftern 
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iaftern camp, with all the vulgarity of the 
loweft profligacy. 

This defeat was followed by many 

-Others, and by the capture alfo of fcveral 
towns. The expedition whkh, Lechelle 
made was fo contrived, thiat his troops 
bad not the mean* of efFeftiflg a retreats 
The protcftion of the city of Nantes 
was entrufted to him^ and he fufiered a 
body of fome hundred royallfts^ to cut off 
ks provifions for feveral daysin tlie face 
ef his whole army •, and when the repre- 
fcntatives of the people requcfted him to 
fend a- detachment to rcfeue a. convoy of 

. flour which had fallen into the enemy's 
/ hands, he treated the application withi 
contempt.. • 

While thts general was difpofing of 
the conventional armies on the wcftcrn 
fide, his colleagues Roffighol and Ron- 
fin, the latter of whom having ken fome 
fcrvice took the title of minijier-general^ 
were preparing to execute the plan of 

the 
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Ifee campaign on the other fide. InHead 
©f marching to attack the enemy, they 
halted for fome time at Saumur and 
Tours, fo as to let the royaliflarmy ac-/ 
quire its proper confiftency. To (ur^ 
round the enemy was the great obje6t ^ 
and orders yv^re fent to the commanders 
of the fouthcrn armies at Niort, Lujon^ 
and Partenay, to co-oper'ate* The event 
ttf this arrangement was, conformably 
to the ordinary fyftem, the total defeat of 
thefe divifions ; and on the i8th of Sep^ 
tember fo admirably were the inftruc<, 
tions obeyed, that fifty thoufand men at^ 
Coran and near the paflage of the Loire 
at Ce, commanded by Ronfin and Rof-* 
fignol, were attacked by an army con-^ 
lifting of three thoufand royalifts ooly^ 
and what could appear fcarcely credible^ 
the fanfculotn generals had fo ingenioufly 
arranged their troops, that they were 
not oilly defeated by this inconfidera^ 
ble detachment, but the flaughter wai 
xmtnenfe.. ' ThiS' 
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Thfs extraordinary defeat will not,- B 
am told, furprife any military man, when, 
he hears that the conventional army wa* 
arranged for battle in a fingle column^ 
in the defiles of Coran, y^ith eight men 
in front, and prefenting a flank to the 
enemy,, wlio had pofTeffion of the heights^ 
of nearly twelve miles in extent. The- 
artiHery, inftead of being placed on thofe 
heights, under the proteftion of a ftrorig; 
detachment, as was propofed by the: 
guides, and thofe who knew- the country, > 
was placed at the head of this long co-^ 
t lumn, and of courfe fell into the hands^ 
of the royalifts, who turned it againfl: 
the conventional troops, and made great 
carnage. In the mean time, detachments. 
of the enemy gained - pofleffion of the- 
heights without difficulty and without, 
refiftance, ma-flacred the troops below,, 
taking them in flank, and rnade them,, 
from the'confufion into which they were 
thrown, the exterminators of each other j 

The 
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The generals who commanded this ex- 
pedition were, in the mean time, regaling 
themfelves at a diftance, with their mif- 
trefies, fome of whom were afterwards 
goddeflcs of reafon ; but they had the 
prudence to deftroy their magazines, in- 
ftead of leaving thera as ufuaL at. the 
difpoGtion of the enemy. Tlie harveft of 
that part of the country was juft then 
gatheted in, and would have fufficed 
them for a whole year,, had they fe- 
Gured it agreeably to the orders of the 
convention. 

This new plaH of a Campaign, was not 
attended with more happy fuccefs thaw 
tlie former, and the myftery which em- 
barrafledPhillipeaux became ftill more 
inexplicable. It would be difBcult iru 
deed to define what could be the motive 
which, kd the government to look with 
fo much complaceacy on this continued 
fyftem of defeat and carnage, did we not 
fee what combinations of crooked policy 

were 
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were put into execution to fecure tFre 
purpofes of ferocious ambition. The 
party pf the Gironde, being completely 
crulhed, gave them no longer any inr- 
quietude, and it became now the interefl: 
of the ufurpcrs to bring the war to a 
fpeedy.iflue. The two former plans not 
having fucceeded, the committee of pub- 
lic fafety publiftied another. Thcfe con- 
fpirators had fcen how efficacious thefr 
decrees had been in fcvcral inftances; and 
therefore imagined a mode of putting an 
end to this deftru£kive conteft by decree^ 
tng that it (hould finiih on the 20th of 
Odober, and that the generals fhould 
receive the triumphal crown on the firft 
of November following. We (hould be 
inclined to fmile at" this excefs of folly, 
if that difpofition were not fuppreflcd 
by indignation and horror at the atrocious 
orders which were given for this purpofe 
to their armies, ^* that defolacion and itu 

difcriminatft 
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.difcriminate deftruftion muft'now 6e«^ 
come the order of the day." 

The decree having ftated in exprcf* 
terms, " that all the retreats, mills, and 
ovens of the robbers (hould be deftroyed 
arid burnt, and that xh^ minifter of war 
Ihould be ordered to fend combuftiblc 
matter for that purpofc ;** and the pro- 
clamation of the convention having in- 
vited the foldiers of liberty to exterminate 
an thefe robbers, before the end of Odo- 
ber J ** the foldiers of liberty," and aU 
thofe who were iuvited ta the accom** 
plifhmcnt of thfs new plan of the <:am» 
paign, prepared to put it into e}Eecutionw 
Neither the committee of ufurpation, nor 
the convention had been nice in the de-^ 
^nitioft of their terms^ and therefore the 
foldiers of liberty undertook to conftrue 
them at their pleafure. Accordingly^ 
every houfe of the peaceful inhabitant 
came within the definition of the retreaf 
cf a robber^ fmce every inhabitant of the 

Vendee 



f tir ) 

Vendee was confidered as a robber, and 
confequendy hia dwelling muft be a re- 
treat. 

Whether or no the inftruments 'of this 
barbarous and execrable policy reafoned 
after this manner, theyccrtainly became 
pradlical logicians ; and the army, jn ad* 
dition to their hundred thoufand bay* 
onets, were armed with a hundred thou^^ 
fand torches;, and having been pronounced 
by the ufurpfers the execotors -of theit^ 
juft vengeance, the property of tht armed 
foy^id: and thet peaceable republican 
I became alike objedts of their rapacity and 
fury, arid indifcriminate mgflacre and 
plunder were literally the order of thfeday; 

In the firft days of the revolution, 
when liberty and philofophy went hand, 
in hand together, what a moral revQlutidit 
wasinflfantly efFfidcd throughout Eui»opev 
bytb^ fubliffte afid Immortal principlei> 
which this great change feemcd about to 
introduce into government ! But what 

cternak 
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but fhe triumphs in the conquefts fhe 
has made over herfclf. It is fomc relief, 
while I am ftruggling throOgh the 
gloomy hiftory of thefe horrors, that I 
fee again the dawn of that glorious light 
which will chafe them away. The lafl: 
ftroke has been given to that vile and 
degrading fyftem, which ignoble ufurpers 
had framed : we may now approach the 
altar of Liberty with confidence and hope; 
the hideous fpeftres that haunted it have 
fled for e;ver ; and its inccnfe in future 
will rile grateful to heaven, arid fpread 
fragrance over a regenerated land. 
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After the fiege of Perufia, fay the 
hiftoriahs, in fpi'te of the capitulation, the 
anfwcr of Auguftus was : ** You mull all 
perilho" Three hundred of the principal 
citizens were dragged to the altar of Ju- 
lius Caefar, and there on the day of the 
ides of March 'were murdered : after 
which the remainder of the inhabitants . 
were put without diftindion to the edge 
of the fword -, and the city, which was one 
of the fineft in Italy, was reduced to 
aflies^and as much effaced as Hercula- 
neum from the furface of the earth. 

There was formerly a law in Rome, fays 

Tacitus, which defined ftate crimes and 

o high 
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liigh treafons, and which decreed the 
punifliment of pain of death. Thclc 
crimes of h(gh treafon, undej tlie repub- 
lic, were reduced to four forts : namely, 
if an army h^d^ been abandoned in an 
enemy's country ; if fedition had been ex- 
cited ; if the members of the conftituted 
bodies had mifmanaged public affairs, or 
mifapplied the public money, and if the 
majefty of the Roman people had been 
degraded. The emperors wanted but a 
few additional articles to this law to in-i 
volve both the citizens and whole ci- 
ties m a general profcription. Auguftus 
was the firft to extend this law of high 
treafon, in which be comprehended writ- 
ings which he called counter-revolutionary. 
Under his fucccflbrs, theextenfion of this 
law became unbounded. When fimple 
remarks were conftrucd into ftate crimes, 
it required but a little flretch of pow- 
er to change looks cither of com^af- 
fion or forrow, or even fighs, and filence 

itfclf, into guijt. 

It 
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It was a crime of high treafon or coun* 
ier-revolution in the city of Nurfia to have 
erefted a monument toits inhabitants who 
were killed at the fiege of Mutina, in 
fighting under Auguftus himfelf : but it 
was, becaufe Auguftus thei^ fought with 
Brutus i and Nurfia met with the fate of 
Perufia. - 

Crime oi counter-revolution in L. Dru- - 
fus, for having enquired of fortune tellers 
whether he (hould not be at fome future 
time a rich man. Crime of count er^-revo* 
lulion in Crcmatius Cordus, a news writer, 
for having called Brutus and Cafilus the 
laft of the Romans. Crime of counter*^ 
revclution in one of the defcendants of 
Caffius, for having in his poflieflion a por- 
trait of his great uncle. Crime of coun* 
itr-r evolution in Mamercus Securus, for. 
having compoled a tragedy in which 
there was a verfc liable to a double con- 
ftrudlion. Crime of counter-revolution in 
Auguftus Silenus, for living expenfively. 

Vol. II. L Crime 
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Crime oi counter-revolulion in Petrcius, for 
having had a dream about Claudius* 
Crime of counter-revolution in Appius 
Silenus, becaufe the wife of Claudius had 
had a dream about him« Crime ofcoun^ 
ter-revolution in Pomponius, becaufe a 
friend of Sejanus had fought an afylum 
at one of his country-houfes. Crime of 
awttter-revolutioftj to complain of the mi- 
fcry of the times, for it was blaming the 
government. CnttKoi counter-revolution^ 
in not invoking the divine genius of Ca- 
ligula.. For this omiffion, a great num- 
ber of citizens were beaten with clubs, 
condemned to the mines, or to be thrown 
to the wild heafts, and fbme even to be 
fawed afunder. Crime of counter-revolu- 
tion in the mother of the conful Fufcius 
Geminus/for having lamented the fatal 
death of her fon. Unlefs you were will- 
ing to pcrilh yourfelf, you mufl: exprcfs 
joy at the death of your friends or rela- 
tions. Under Nero, many, whofe kin- 
dred 
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drcd he had deftroycd, went to return 
thanks to the gods, and illuminated their 
houfes. It was necefTary at lead to wear 
an air of fatisfadtion, and cheerful nefs, 
and every one was afraid left fear itfelf 
ihould be the means of his condemna« 
tion. 

Every thing gave umbrage to the ty- 
rant. Was a citizen popular? He was 
the prince's rival, and might kindle a 
civil war. Studia civium in fe verteret ; 
et fi multi idem audeant, bellum efle. 
SufpeSfed. 

Did a man ihun popularity, and con- 
fine himfelf to his fire-fide ? This retired 
kind of life made you remarked, and 
gave you confideration. Quanto mctu 
occultior, tanto plus famse adeptus. Suf- 
peSfed. 

Were ydu rich ? There was imminent 
danger that the people would be corrupt- 
ed by your liberality — Auri vim atquc 
opes Plauti principi infenfas. SufpeSied. 
1^ 2 Were 
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Were you poor ? What then ?— Invin- 
cible emperor, this man muft be watched 
more narrowly. There is no one fo en- 
terpriHng as he that has nbthmg. Syllam 
inppem^ unde prsecipuam audaciam. Suf- 
paed. 

Are you of a thoughtful melancholy 
charadker, or flovenly in your manners ? 
You are afflifted becaufe public affairs go 
fo well. Hominem bonis publicis mcef- 
tum. SufpeSed. 

If, on the contrary, a citizen amufcs 
himfclf and lives luxurioufly •, he is merry 
only becaufe the emperor has had an at- 
tackof the gout, which happily is nothing: 
we muft fliew this gentleman that his 
majefty is in the prime of life. Redden- 
dam pro intempeftiva licentia moeftamet 
funebrem noftem, quafentiat vivereVi- 
rilium et imperare. SufpeSfed^ 

Was he virtuous, or auftere in his man- 
ners ? Good ! a new Brutbs, who pre- 
tends with his pale countenance and jaco- 
bin 
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Bin wig to criticife arv agreeable and 
Well-powdered court. Glifcere aemulos 
Brutorum, vultus rigidi et triftis quo tibi 
lafciviam exprobrent.- SufpeSed. 

Was he a philofopher, an orator, or a 
poet ? . He wanted to have more fame 
than thofe who were at the head of af- 
fairs ! Could an author be tolerated who 
had more attention paid him in the upper 
gallery, than the emperor in the ftage 
box? Virginium et Rufum cfaritudo 
nominis. Sufpe^ed. 

In fhort, if you acquired military repu- 
tation^ you became the more dangerous 
from your talents. With a filly general 
you knew what to do 5 if he became a 
traitor, he could not fo dexteroufly be- 
tray his army 16 the enemy, but that fomc 
would come back. But an officer of me« 
rit, fuch as Corbulo or Agricola, if he 
became a traitor, not a man would re- 
turn. The beft way was to difpatch 
them. At leaft, great emperor, haftcn 
L 3 and 
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and rid the army of them. Multa mili- 
taris famae mctum fecerat. SuJ^eSed. 

You may well imagine that it was a 
very ferious thing indeed if you were a 
grandfon or one of the family of Auguf- 
tus. You might fome d.-y have pretcn* 
fions t(^ the throne. Nobilcm, et quid 
hiac fpeclarctur a Caefarum pofteris. Suf- 
paed. 

And all the fufpeSed did not get off 
as with us, by being fent to the Madc- 
lonettes, the Scotch College, or St. Pcla- 
gie*. The prince fent them to their phy- 
fician or apothecary to choofc in four- 
and*twenty hours what kind of death 
they liked beft, Miffus centurio qui 
maturaret eum. 

It was thus impoffible to poiTefs any 
kind of quality, unlefs it became an in* 
ftrument of tyranny, without awaking 
the jealoufy of the dcfpot, or expofing 
yourfelf to certain ruin. It was a crime 

• Frifons in Paris. 

to 
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ro hare a great place, or refign it ; but the 
greateft of all crimes was to be incorrup- 
tible. Nero had fo thoroughly extfr- 
pated all good and virtuous men,that after 
having got rid of Thrafca and Soranes, 
he boafled that he had aboliflied even the 
name of Virtue from the earth. • When 
the fenate had condemned them, the em- 
peror wrote a letter, of thanks for their 
having put to death enemies of the repub- 
lic. The tribune Clodius credted an altar 
to Liberty in the place where Cicero's 
houfe had been rafed to the ground, and 
the people (houted, " Vive la Liberte !'• 

One was executed on account of his 
name, or that of his anceftors, and an- 
other on account of a beautiful houfe at 
Alba. Valerius Afiaticus, beqwife. the 
empfefs was pleafed with his gardens; 
Statilius, becaufe fhe did not like the cut 
of his face ; and a numerous multitude 
without any reafon whatever. 

Foranius, fhe tutor, the old friend of 
L 4 Auguftus, 



( 224 ) 

Auguftus, was.profcribed by his pup«l 
without any apparent caufe, except that 
he was an honcft man, and. loved his 
country. Neither age nor innocence could 
fliicld Quintus Gellius from, the bloody 
hands of the executioner -, and this fame 
Auguftus, whofe clemency has been fo 
much boaftcd, tore out his eyes with his 
own hands. You were betrayed and 
poniarded by your enemies or flaves; 
or if you had no enemy, your hoft, your 
friend, your fon became your affaffin. 

In one word, under three reigns the na- 
tural death of a celebrated man was fo 
rare a thing, that it was put into the 
gazette as a fort of epocha, and trant 
mitted by hiftorians to the remembrance 
of ages. " Under this confulate,** fays 
our annalift, " the pontiff Pifo died in 
his bed, which appeared fomewhat mi- 
raculous.*' 

The death of fo many excellent citizens 

appeared a lefs calamity than the info- 

lencc 
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knee and fcandalous fortunes^ of their 
murderers and den unciators. Every day 
the facred and inviolable informer made 
h^is triumphant entry into the palaces of 
the dead, and feized on fome rich inherit- 
ance. All thefe denunciators afTumed 
the moft refpcdtable names, and called 
tliemfclvcs Cotta, Scipio^ Regulus, Caf- 
iius, Severus. Denunciation was the only 
means of arriving at hcftiours, and Re« 
gulus was made, conful three times on ac- 
count of his informations. 

In this manner every one threw himfclf 
ia the way of arriving at dignities, (ince 
the r6ad was fo eafy ; and the marquis 
SerenuSi in order to make his firit appear- 
ance with ecldty and gain reputation as 
an informer, began a profecution againft 
his agfcd father as ^. count er-revaluiioniji i 
after which he- decorated himfelf with 
the founding name of Brutus. 

The judges refcmbled the accufers : 
L 5 the 
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the tribunals, which ought to have been' 
the proteftors of life and property, were 
become butcheries ^ and robbery and 
murder bore the names of confiscation' 
and punifhment^ 

If there were no meansof fending a man 
to the tribunal^he was alTaffinated or im<^ 
prifoned, Celer JElius, the famous Locuf-, 
ta, the phyfician Anicetus, were poifoncrS 
by proftflion, privileged men, travelling: 
in the fuite of the court, and a kind of / 
lords of the bed- chamber to the crowns 
When thefe half-mcafures were not found 
fufficient, the tyrant had recourfe to a ge** 
neral profcription. Thus it was. that Carnrj 
calla declared ^11 his friends and the par-*: 
tifans of Sejanus enemies of the republic,* 
' to the number of thirty thoufand* Thus 
it was that Sylla in one day forbade >thc 
ufe of fire and water to feventy thoufend 
Romans. If a lion-emperor had a prae- 
torian guard of tigers and panthers, they 

would 
9 
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would not have torn in pieces a greater 
number than the common informers,, 
the freedmen, the poifoncrs', and the cut- 
throats of the C^ftrSi for the cruelty 
caufed by hunger ceafcs with hunger, 
while that caufed by fear, , by the avarice 
and the fufpicions of tyrants has no 
bounds. To what a <iegree of degra- 
dation and bafenefs mu(t not the iiur 
man Face have fallen^ when we think 
that Rome fuflfered the government of 
a monfter, who complained that his reiga 
had not been (ignalized by any calamity^ 
peftiicnce, famine^ or earthquake ;. who 
envied Auguftus the happinefs of hav- 
ing had under his empire an arniy cut 
to pieces, and in the. reign of Tiberius 
the difaftcr of the amphitheatre of Fi** 
denas, where fifty thoufand perfons pe- 
rifhed ;. and to fum up all in one word^ 
who wifhcd that the Roman people 
had but one neck, to put . it in majk 
through* the little window!" 

* The caHt word for the guillotine. 

1-6 No: 
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No. II. 

The iwo laji Utters of young Custinb to 
bis wife. 

Nine o'clock in the moming. 

I CANNOT begin my laft day better, 
than in fpeaking to you of the tender 
and painful fentiments which I feel on 
your account. I ibmetimes endeavour to 
fupprcfs them, but they are never very 
diftant from my mind* What will be 
your fate ? They will leave you at leaft 
your habitation, your chamber at leaft ? 
Melancholy ideas^ melancholy reflec* 
tionil 

. I have flcpt nine hour?. Why was 
XiQi your night as calm as mine ? for it 
is your tendernefs, not your afili&ion, 
that is neceffary to me. 

You already know the facrifice that I 
have made. I have a poor unfortunate 
companion here who has fccn you when 

you 
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you were a child> and who fccms a wor* 
thy man. What a happinefs it is at the 
clofe of n>y misfortunes to have the 
means of alleviating thoft of others. Tell 
this to Philoftetes. 

I have forgotten to tell you that I 
made almoft wholly my own defence, 
and only made it on account of thoiib 
who love me.^ 

Four o'clock. 

I MUST leave you 1 fend you 

my hair in this letter ; madame 

promifes me to give you both. Aflure 
her of my gratitude* 

It is all over, my poor Delphiria : for 
the lad time I embrace you ! I cannoc 
fee ybu, and even if I could I would not. 
The feparation would be too cruel^ and 
thefe are not moments for indulging my 
feelings. What do I fay ? for indulging 
my feelings !— How fhall I avoid lb do- 
ing? Your image 1-^^; — there is but one 

way 
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way— that of banifhing it from my re- 
membrance with favage but neccflary 
barbarity. My reputation (hall be fuch 
as it ought to be ; and as for life, it is a 
thing frail by its natm-e. Regret a few, 
the only emotions which give a momen- 
tary difturbance to my tranquillity. You, 
who know fo well my lentiments, will 
know how to exprefs them ; but drive 
from your thoughts the remembrance of 
thofe regrets which are the.moft painful 
to me, for they are addreffed to you I 

I do not believe that I have ever done 
tvil to afiy pcrfon intentionally. I often 
felt the warmeft defire to do good. I 
could have wilhed to have done more ; 
but I do not feel the burden of irmorfe, 
and why (hould I feel any difqUietude I 
To die is neccflary, and' an eV6ht ^s natu- 
ral as that of being born.— Your fate 
afflids me — may it be foftenedf— may it 
evert one day become happy !^— This is the 
wilh neareft to my heart. — Teach your 
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fon to know his father'. May your watch- 
ful care banifli vice far from him ! andas^ 
for misfortune^ may he karn how to bean 
it as he ought t 

Farewell ! I do not frame axioms of 
the hopes of my imagination or my heart ; 
but be alTured that I do not leave you 
without the expeftation that we (hall 
meet again. -I have forgiven the few who 
fpemed to rejoice m my impirifonment. 
Beftov^ a reward on the perfon who will, 
convey to you this lettcr/*^ 






No. 
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" 1 HE fituatioH of affaib, and thV 
difcontcntcd date of the public mind, 
alarmed the court. The minifters fbon 
became ^the objedt of general animad ver- 
fion, and their condud: did not appear 
at ail favourable to the eftablifhment of 
the conftitution, which the king had 
fworn to maintain contrary to his will 
afnd feelings, and which he was deter- 
mined not to fupport. Amidft the fre- 
quent changes and confuGon which then 
took place in adminiftration, the court 
was puzzled and doubtful of whom to 
make choice. It was faid openly and 
loudly, that, if the king was fmcere, he 
would choofe his minifters amongft men^ 
whofe reputation for patriotifm was not 
doubtful. The king had hitherto de- 
cided as cowardice or fear diftated; fome- 
times with the hopes of gaining over 
t^bie who were named, or with the refo^ 

lution. 
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Jution,. if this> plan did not fucceed, of 
driving them altogetlier from the court. 
At length the king feemed determined 
to choofe his minifters amongft tho'fe who 
were cal^ed patriots,, for then the appel- 
lation was not diihonoured,. How that 
came to pafs I never have been informed. 
Intelligent men refledted ho\* important 
it was ta dired the choice of the court 
towards men of talents and of refpedtable 
chara(^er; for it was pofllble that it 
might have taken a malignant pleafure 
in making a fcleftion of a fct of wrong- 
headed JacobinS| whofe blunders and 
^exaggerations would have jadified com- 
plaints, and brought difgrace on the 
whole body of patriots. I do not know 
who it was that in the committee of the 
Place Vendome named Roland as one of 
thofc who ought to be chofen ; but his 
name was conneded with the idea* of a 

man 

♦ The committee of the Place Vend6mc wai 

aa 
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man well informed, who had written on 
fcveral branches of adminiflration, who 
had experience in thefe affairs, who be- 
fides poflefled a confiderable degree of 
reputation, and whofe principles unequi- 
vocally expreflcd in his writings, ever* ^ 
before the revolution, difcovered him to 
be a warm partifan of liberty, being fo 
in all refpcfts. The king was not a 
ftranger to thefe confiderations, as I Ihall 
have occafion to prove* 

This project was communicated to us 
only three days before the new miniflry 
was formed. Briflbt came to me one 
evening when I was alone, and told me 
that Roland was thought of as minifter* 
I fmiled, and afked him what he meant 
by his pleafantry ? He anfwered me, that 
he was in earneft, informed me of what 

an^afletnbly of patriot deputies, who met at the 
houfe of one of their colkagucs for the difcuffioa 
of public affairs* 

I have 
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I have juft related, and added, that he 
was come to know if Roland would un- 
dertake the charge. I promifed to fpeak 
to Roland on the fubjeft, and give him 
an anfwer the next day. Roland was as 
much aftoniflied as myfclf at the event.. 
A multiplicity of affairs to one of his 
aftive mind was no caufe of objeftion ^ 
and he told me, that as he had always 
obferved placemen to be beings of a very 
middling rank with rcfpcdt to talents^ 
and yet public bufiincfs went forward, he 
was not himfelf afraid of the undertak-^ 
ing i that the fituation was indeed criti- 
cal, on account of the diftincSt intereft of 
the court and the uncertainty of the 
king's intentions ; but that whoever at- 
tended only to his duty,, and was carelefs 
about the lofs of his place in executing 
it, had nothing to fear : befides which, a 
zealous man, who was confcientious ia 
the meaps he made ufc of, could not. be 
without hope of being of effcntial fervice 

ta 
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to his country. Raland therefore detcr^ 
mined to accept the office, and made 
known his intentions to Briflbr, who 
came the next evening at eleven o'clock 
at the breaking up of the council, ac- 
companied by Dumourier, who ' an- 
nounced to him officially that the king 
had juft made choice of bim as mihifter 
for home-affairs. Dumourier, who had 
been mmifter forfomc little time, Ipoke^ 
of the king's fincerfc difpofitions to fup- 
port the conftitution,^ and of l>is hopes 
of feeing the machine go on with fuccefs^ 
when the whole of the council IKould be 
animated' by the feme fpirit : he tcftificd 
alio to Roland his particular fatisfadion. 
in feeing fo virtuous and enlightened a 
patriot named to the adminiftration of 
government, 

Briflbt obferved that the department 
for home-affairs was the mod delicate 
and the moft intricate of all, ancfthat it 
was a confolatiTJn to- the friends of liberty 

ta 
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to fee it entruftcd to pure and firm hands* 
The convcrfation turned (lightly on thefc 
heads, and the hour was fixed on for 
Roland the next day to be prefented to 
his majefty, to take the" oath, and his feat 
at the council.' 

I found in Dumourier the manly air 
of a foldier, the addrefs of an able cour- 
tier, the ftyle of a man of wit, but no 
trace of truth. In comparing this man 
with his new colleague, whofc auftenty 
and franknefs fonietimes border on rude- 
nefs, I afked myfelf if they were made ta 
go on long together ? *♦ Here is a man,** 
faid Roland, after their departure, " who 
poflefles talents/' " Yes,'* replied I, 
" and againft which you muft be oa^ 
your guard ; for I think him <:apable of 
cafting you all off, if you do not keep to 
his pace : wefhall fee.** The firft time 
RoUnd appeared at court in his ordinary 
fimple drjfs, which he had for a long time 
worn for the fake of conveniciicei a few 

fcattercd 
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Mattered hairs, combed over his venerable 
head, a round hat, and his (hoes tied 
with firings, thofe valets of the court 
who placed the higheft importance in 
the etiquette on which their own exiftence 
depends, looked at him with difdain, and 
with fome aftonifliment. One of them 
approached Dumourier, and, knitting his 
brows, whifpered him, while he pointed 
out with his eyes the objeiSt of his fur- 

prifc, ** Sir ! fir I no buekles in 

his fliocs!" Dumourier, putting on an 
air of affedkcd gravity, exclaimed, " Ay, 
fir, it is all over, we are all ruined/* 
The ftory went round, and thoie laughed 
at it who had the lead difpofition to be 
diverted. 

Lewis XVL behaved to his miniftry 
with the greateft good-humour. This 
rnan was not precifcly fuch a perfonagc 
as he has been induftrioufly reprefented 
by thofe who were interefted in degrading 
him. He was neither that ftupid (ot 

which 
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^hkh he has been held out to be for 
the purpofe of exciting contempt, nor ' 
that polite, good and aflfeftioaate cha- 
rafter for which his friends have extolled 
him. Nature had formed him in a 
common kind of mould.: he would have 
^dled well in an obfcure fiiuation ; but 
he was depraved by a royal education, 
and loft his moderation at a critical 
period, in which his fafety could have 
been effeded only by the afliftance of 
genius or virtue. A common mind, 
^ucated at court, and taught from the 
cradle the art of diifembling, acquires 
many advantages in its commerce with 
mankind. The art of difcovering to each 
, no more than he would wifli him to 
know, is only a habit, to which conftant 
exercife gives the appearance of addrefs ; 
and a man muft be born an ideot, in 
order to appear a fool in a fimilar fitua- 
tbn. Lewis XVI. had befides a good 
memory, and a great (hare of aftivity ; 

he 
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he never was a moment unempfoye^^ 
and read a good deal. He had the raoft 
perfeft and minute knowledge of all the 
treaties made by France with the neigh- 
bouring powers ; he was well acquainted 
with its hiftory, and was the beft geogra- 
pher in his kingdom, Knowlcdgeof names 5 
the juft application of them to the phyfi- 
ognomies of the pcrfons of the court to 
whom they belonged j acquaintance with 
all their pri.vatc anecdotes, had been extend- 
ed by him to every individual, who had at 
all diftinguiftied himfelf in the revolution ; 
and no one of any quality or defcription 
could be mentioned to him, of whom he 
could not give feme kind of information 
foundcdontheirprivatc hiftory. ButLewis 
XVI. without ftrength of character, was 
confined in his views, and had twifted as 
it were his feelings by fuperftitious pre- 
judices • and jefuitical principles; The 
great ideas of religion, the belief of a 
God, and the afiurance of immortality, 
8 are 
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arc pcrfedtly in harmony with philofophy ; 
and while they rear its column on thofe 
moft folid of all foundations, they like- 
wife adorn it with the moft finiflied ca- 
pital. Wretched are the legiflators who 
defpife thefe -powerful means of infpiring 
political virtues, and of forming the 
morals of a nation. If they were even 
illufions, we ought to cherifh them, for 
the confolation of mankind : but the re- 
ligion of our priefts prefented us only 
with objefts of childifh fear, and mifer- 
able mummeries, inftead of good works ; 
and alfo confecrated the whole code of 
defpotifm, on which the authority of th« 
cftablirtied church is founded.' Lewis 
XVI. was literally afraid of hell, the 
horns and hoofs of the devil, and excom- 
munication ; and with all this it was im- 
poflible he Ihould be any thing but a 
poor creature of a king. If he had been 
born two hundred years earlier, and had 
Vol. II. M had 
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had a reafonable wife, he would have m^dc 
no more noife in the world than other 
princes of his line, who have pafled 
acrofs the ftagc without doingeither much 
good or evil : but afcending the throne 
amidft the diflblutencfs of the court of 
Lewis XV. and the difordered ftate of 
the treafury, and furrounded by corrupted 
men, he was drawn on by a giddy woman, 
who joined to Auftrian infoience the for- 
wardnefs of youth, and to the arrogance 
of grandeur the intoxication of the fenfes, 
and the careleflhefs of levity ; and who was 
herfclf feduced by all the vicesof an Afiatic 
court. Lewis XVI. too weak to hold the 
reins of government, which was now falling 
headlong into ruin, and crumbling to 
defolation, haftened his own by faults 
without number. Neckar, who always 
afted the pathetic in politics as well as in 
writing-*, a man of moderate abilities, 
but of which the world entertained a 

high 
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high opinion^ becaufe he had formed a 
high opinion of them himfelf, which he 
was careful to make known \ without 
forefight^ a fort of a retail financier, wl.o 
could only calculate the contents of a 
purfe, and was talking continually of 
his reputation^ as women of intrigue taliC 
of their chaftity j Neckar was but a 
forry pilot for the florm that was gather- 
ing^ France was, as it were, exhaufted 
of men: it is a thing highly furprifmg 
that they fhould have been fo fcarce in 
this rcvoluiion : it has brought forth 
fcarcely.any but pigmies. It is not be- 
caufe there was any want of wit, ofMn- 
formation, of knowledge, of philofophy : 
thefe ingredients had never been more 
common : it was the blaze of the torch 
jiift expiring. But that energy of foul 
which J. J. Roufleau has fo admirably 
defined as the firft charafteriitic of the 
hero, fupported by that folidity of judg- 
menrt which knows the juft. value of 
M 2 every 
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every thing ; with that forcfight which 
penetrates into futurity, the re-union of 
which conftitutes charafter, and forms 
the fuperior man, we have looked for it 
every where, but it has been no where to 
be found. 

Lewis XVI. continually floating be- 
tween the fear of irritating his fubjedtSj 
and his wi(h to keep them within bounds, 
and unable to govern them, convened 
the ftates- general, in(^ad of reforming 
the expences, and regulating his court. 
After having himfelf unveiled the fpring, 
and (hewed the way to innovation, he 
hoped to (lop its progrefs, by affefting a 
power againft which he had furni(hcd 
arms, and againft which he had himfelf 
given inftruftions for refiftance. 

No other means were left him, than 
to facrifice with a good grace a part of 
his authority, in order, by means of the 
other, to feize the whole, on a proper 
•ccafion, which he was not however likely 

to 
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to do i fince he gave himfelf up to the 
moft dcfperate fort of intrigues, the orily 
fort familiar to thofe whom he chofe for 
his advifers, under the proteftion and 
patronage of his wife. He had certainly 
preferred under the conftitution fufBcIent 
means both of power and of happinefs, if 
he had had the wifdom to keep himfelf 
within bounds. Want of ability had dif- 
ablcd him from preventing the eftablifti- 
ment of the new governmenti but honefty 
alone would have been fuflicient to hav(r 
faved him, if he had been fincere in execut- 
ing, when he had acceptedthe conftitution; 
Unhappily for himfelf, on one hand to 
fupport what he was overthrowing witK 
the other, was his crooked j)olicy ; arid 
this perfidious condudt firft excited mif- 
truft, and then finilhed by kindling ge* 
neral indignation. ** 

When he had made choice of pa- 
triotic minifters, he was particularly 
anxious to infpire, thenj with confidence;. 
M 3. andi 
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and he fucceedcd fo well, that for three- 
weeks, I faw Roland and Clavieres, en- 
chanted with the king's difpofitions,. 
thinking only of the happy order of 
things, and flattering themfelves that the- 
revolution was finifhed.— ** Good God !" 
I faid to them,. " every tinle I fee you 
come from the council with this great 
confidence, I always think that you are 
about to commit fome aft of great folly/* 
" I affure you,'* anfwered Clavieresy 
" that the king, is perfeftly convinced 
that his intercft is intimately connefted 
with the obfervance of the laws which 
have been jufl: eftablifhed : he reafona 
about them too feelingly not to have a 
perfeft conviftion of this truth." " If," 
added Roland, '^ he be not an honeft 
man, he is the moft arrant cheat in the 
kingdom : diflimulation can hardly go 
fo far.'* " And for my part,'* I replied, 
♦' 1 have no great confidence in any man's 
regard for the conIlitution,.who has been 

educated 
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educated in the prejudices of dcfpotifm 
and habits of diffipation, and whofe con- 
duft latterly has exhibited a total want 
both of genius and virtue. Lewis XVL 
muft be a man very much above the 
Common ftandard, to have any fincere 
regard for a conftitution which narrows 
the limits of his power y and if he had 
been fuch a man, he would not have 
fufFcred thofe events to have taken place 
which have brought about this conftitu- 
tion/' My great argument for his in- 
fincerity was founded on his flight to 
Varennes. 

There was a council four times a 
week. The minifters agreed to dine to- 
gether at each other's houfes by turns 
every council day. I received them on 
Fridays. De Grave was the minifler of 
war. He was a flight man in all refpecflsj 
nature had made him mild and timid ^ his 
prejudices would have made him haughty, 
but his heart forced him to be gentle i 
M 4 and 
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and from his cmbarraflTment to reconcile 
thcfe different parts of his charafter, he 
became in reahty nothing. I think I 
fee him marching with his courtier-like 
air, his head quite aloft from his feeble 
frame, fhewing the white of his blue 
eyes, which he could fcarcely keep open 
after dinner, without the help of two or 
three cups of coffee; fpeaking but little, 
as if he had been referved, but which 
filence proceeded only from penury of 
ideas: in fine, he was fo bewildered 
amidft the bufmefs of his departm.enf^ 
that he afked leave to retire. Lacolle 
was a true clerk of office under the old 
fyftem, with an infignificant mien, a cold 
look, and a dramatical tpne, with talents 
for the ordinary run of affairs : but hi5 
formal phyfidgnomy concealed a violence 
of charadler which, in difcuffions where 
he met with contradiftion, made him 
ridiculous : he had no comprehenfive 
views, nor the adivity neceffary for a 

minifter. 
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minifter. Duraiithon, who had beer» 
brought up from Bourdeaux to be 
minifter of jufticc, was honeft^ aa they 
fay^ but very indolent :; he had an air of 
vanity^ and always appeared to me aa 
old woman, from his timorous charafter 
and his confequential babble, Clavieres^ 
was appointed minifter of finance, from 
die reputation he had gained for his know- 
ledge in that branch, but of which T am 
BO judge. He was laborious and a<Sbive^ 
irafciblc and obftinate^ as thofe men' 
generally are who live confined to their 
defks; punctilious and difficult in his; 
difcuffions^ and often in contradiction^ 
with Roland t thefe two men efteemcdi 
without ever loving each other, but 
never difegrccd in the great leading prin-^ 
ciples of their duties* 

Dumourier had a greater (hare thaa 

any of thefe in what is called wit» and 

lefs of morality^ Diligent and brave, a 

good general, a thorough-paced courtiec^ 

M 5 a good 
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a good writer, a ready fpeaker, and ca^ 
pable of great undertakings ^ he was de« 
ficicnt only in firmnefs of charadter, and 
wanted a cooler head to execute the 
plans he had conceived : good humoured 
with his friends^ and ready to cheat every 
one of them ; aiUduous to the ladies,^ 
but no way fitted to fucceed with thofe 
who were to be won only by tendemefs ^ 
he was altogether formed forthe minifleriaL 
intrigues of a corrupted court. His fplen- 
did qualities;. and his love of glory led u& 
to think that he might be ufeflilly cm- 
ployed in the armies of the republic j and 
perhaps he would have afled well if the. 
convention had afted wifely ; for he had 
too much good fenfe not to behave as an. 
honeft man, when, his reputation and his. 
intereft were fa intimately concerned. 

At this time De Grave was about to 
be difmiffcd. The miniftcrs and the pa- 
triot deputies were at a lofs on whom ta 
fix for his fucceffor, fince the military. 

mea 
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i?ien who had diftingullhed themfelvcs 
were almoft all of them hoftile to the 
conftitution. Roland thought of Ser- 
van, who had been long in the fervice, 
and had obtained the crofs of St. Lewis ; 
and whofe principles were not equivocal, 
fince he had publiflied them previoufly to 
the revolution in an excellent work call- 
ed " The foldier a citizen." We knew 
him perfonally from having feen him at 
Lyons, where he had the deferved repu- 
tation of a wife> and induftrious man ; 
and where he retired after having loft his 
place at court as governor of the pages, 
his politics not being fui table either to 
thofe of M. St. Pricft, or the palace. 
^ Scrvan is an upright man in the full 
extent of the term, of aa ardent mind^^ 
pure morals, with all the aufterity of a 
philofopher, and all the goodnefs of an 
afFedionate heart; an enlightened patriot, 
a brave foldier, a vigilant minifter : he 
wafited. only perhaps a little more cool- 
M 6 ne6 
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ncfi of temper, and more energy of cha- 
rafter; but he had a degree of merit rare 
to find, and we fliould have been too 
happy to have had many men of this 
ftamp, 

The fittings of the council might be 
called decent in comparifon with what 
they became afterwards j but they were 
at that time puerile, confidering the great 
interefts. which were at (lake. Each of 
the minifters who had bons * to fign, or 
other papers belonging to his office, 
went ta the king on thd council 
day to arrange * this particular bufi^ 
nefs before the council began. They 
all went afterwards into the council-hall;, 
where, after the decrees had been figned^ 
which the minifter of juftice prefented,. 
debates took place refpeding the opera* 
ations of government, internal order, re* 
ktiops with foreign powers^ peace or 

* B^m arc orders for certain opcrationa, moft 
commonly for the ddivery of money*. 

war^ 
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war, &c. With refpeft to the proclama- 
tions of the day, they had only to examine 
the decree and apply it, which was al- 
ways a (hort bufmefs. The king fuffered 
his miniftcrs ta talk : in the mean time- 
he read the gazette, the Englifti news- 
papers ia their own language^ or wrote 
letters. The fanAion of the decrees, how- 
ever, fixed his attention : he did not give 
his fandlioft readily, but never refufed^ 
When a decree was prefented for the firft 
time, he put oiff fandtioning it till the 
following council, when he came with: 
Ms mind made up. 

With refped to objefts of great po- 
litical concern, he often eluded examin- 
ing them, by turning the' converfatioa 
©n different fubjcdls, or on matters pe- 
culiar to each of the minifters. If the- 
bufmefs turned, on war affairs, he talked 
about travels i if it was a diplomatic dif- 
cuflion, he began a hiflory of the man- 
ners of the country in qucftion, of made 

enquiries^ 
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enquiries about its fituation and produce} 
if the examination, of the ftate affairs led 
him into details of agriculture and rural 
oeconomy, he queftioned Roland about 
his works, talked to Dumourier about 
his anecdotes, and fo with the reft. The 
council in (hort was little elfc than a cof- 
fee-houfe, where every one learnt the 
news of the day,: and amufed himfclfi 
with trifles : there was no regiffer kept 
of the deliberations, no fccretary to mi- 
nute them. After three or four hours* 
converfation the council broke up, with- 
out having done any thing, except pur- 
ting fome fignatures, and this took place 
three times a week. " But this is pitir 
ful !'* r coulrf not help exclaiming witfii 
fome ill humour when, on Roland's re- 
turn, I afked him what had pafled, 
" You are all of you too courteous, be-- 
caufe you meet with no'bppoGtion, be- 
caufe you are treated with affability and 
f olitenefs, becaufe you have the appear- 

ancc 
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ance of doing each of you in your rc^ 
fyeftivcdepartments juft what you pleafc^ 
I am much afraid that you will all bcr 
deceived," 

" But neverthelefe/* fays Roland^ 
" bufmefs goes on." — ^* Yes,, but time 
is loft; for in the torrent of affairs that 
that is overwhelming you, I would Far- 
ther fee you employ three hours, in foil- 
tary meditation on thole great combina- 
tions of events before you, than wafta 
them in ufelefs talk." 

. The enemy were now forming their, 
plans, and it became abfolutely neceC^ 
fary to declare war; a meafure which, 
brought on warm difcuflions, and which 
the king affented to with extreme repug- 
nance : he had delayed the decifion as. 
long as poflible, and appeared to yield 
only when he faw that the majority of 
the aflembly were of that opinion, and 
that his council was unanimous. 

The continuance and multiplicity, of 

religious. 
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rcKgiouft troublcar rdjjcfiting which the 
miniftcr for home-affairs had continually 
but in vain folicited him for fome time 
paft to take ftroftg 4nd repreffive mea- 
fures, now compelled him to do fo. On^ 
the other hand, the bold fteps taken by 
the foreign troops bekig formidable and 
menacing, had given the minifter of 
war, Servan, an idea of a military pro- 
ject, which the aflembly fcized on witb 
enthufiafm, and inftantly decreed. 

It is very true that thefe two^ecrees^. 
one far forming a camp of twenty thou- 
liand men between Paris and the froa* 
tiers, and the other refpe<5ling the priefts, 
were altogether decifive. The court be- 
held in thefe meafures the overthrow of its^ 
fecret machinations^ of all its plans of par- 
tial infurreftions^ by the means of fana- 
ticifm, and the progrefs of the enemy 
towards Paris ; both of which opera- 
tions it protefted. 

The king was too much decided io^ 

refufiDg, 
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rcfufing his fan£tion to be very earneft 
in declaring his determination. He made 
ufe of different pretences, by which 
means he avoided an explanation for 
fifteen days. A debate was begun fe- 
veral times on thcle two articles. Ro- 
land afid^ Servan infilled with warmth, 
and with great energy declared the mofl: 
ftriking truths, becaufe each felt the 
importance and the neceffity of the law 
as it refpefted his particular province. 
The general intereft of the affair was a 
thing evident to all of them, and the fix 
minifters had but one opinion on this 
folyeft. 

During thefc difputcs, Dumouricr^ 
who was intit^ate with the king, and 
whofe morals were more in unifon with 
thofe of the court, was often a vifitor 
of the queen ; and as he was not in great 
harmony with his colleagues, the auftc- 
rity of whofe manners was a reproachr 
to4iisown, he fotfnd foon the means of 

getting^ 
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getting rid of them, and entered into* 
arrangcnfients the efifefts of which were 
not long in being felt. A mifunder-r 
ftanding^ or rather a ferious difpiite had 
taken place between Dumourier and his 
colleagues, particularly Roland, refpeft - 
ing baron Carieve, whom Dumourier 
had made diredor-general of the foreign 
department. A report was fpread that 
ijhe fum of one hundred thoufand livres» 
was paid to Madame de Beauvert, wha 
lived with Dumourier as hia miftrefsy 
and did the honours of his table, to the 
great fcandal of thofe who were conne^d- 
with bim. Dumourier received the re- 
prefcntations that were made: to him by 
Roland, botb with refpeA to his neglecb 
of decency, and his attachment to thisr 
direftor- general, with ill-humour : hequit- 
ted the meeting of the patriotic deputies^ 
and became vifibly cool towards Roland- 
^'Fromthis moment," continues Madame 
Roland^ " he ceafed. holding any fartfecc 

commui* 
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communication with the deputies, and 
became more referved towards his col- 
leagues i and no doubt began to medi* 
tate how he might mofl: expeditioufly rid 
himfelf of thofe whofe charafters were 
lead in unifon with his own. I forefaw the: 
cfFed of tlicfc conferences, and faid to Ro-^ 
land; " If you were an intriguer, capa-- 
ble of behaving according to the errors 
of the old court and its former fyftem^ 
I fhould fay that the moment is come 
when you ought to get rid of Dumou- 
rier, to hinder him from playing yoa 
fome trick. But honeft men under* 
(land nothing of thefe fort of courtier- 
like {kirmifhes, and Roland was ais in* 
capable of having recourfe to them as he, 
was unfitted to praftife them. 

The delay of the fanftioni was now 
undcrftood as a pofuive veto, as the time 
was almoft expired. We felt that the 
council not having courage and confift? 
cncc enough to pronounce their opinio 
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ons in mafsy it was Roland's duty, and 
what integrity and courage dircfted him, 
to ftcp forward fingly; and we determin- 
ed together on writing the well-known 
letter to the king. I compofed this let- 
ter myfelf, which was written without 
much meditation. He carried it to 
the council to read it aloud on the day 
when the king, who was ftill urged re- 
fpefting his fanftion, required the minif- 
ters to give each of them his opinion 
written and figned, and then wertt ra- 
pidly on to talk of other affairs. Roland 
returned home, added a few lines in the 
*covcr of the letter, and had it put into 
the king^s hands on the morning of the 
11th of June. The next day, the i2th^ 
about eight o'clock, Servan called on us 
with a gay countenance, " Give me 
joy,^' faid he, " I hav© had the honour 
to be turned out.** " Nly hulband," I re- 
plied, " will foon (hare the fame fate^ 
And I am foniewhat picqued that you * 

are 
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are the firft.*' He told us, that having 
gone that morning to the king for fome 
private bufmefs, he had talked with him 
very warmly on the neceffity of the camp 
of twenty thoufand men, if he was real- 
ly in earneft in oppofing the defigns of 
the enemy ; that the king had turned 
his back to him in very ill humour ; and 
that Dumourier had juft left the war-* 
office, where he had gone to take the 
feals in confeqi^ence of an order whiefi 
he carried with him. " Dumourier I 
he plays a forry part — but it dees not 
furprife me.*' The three preceding days 
he had often been at the Thuilleries'in 
long conferences with the queen ; and it 
is not amifs to remark, that Baron Car- 
rie ve had fome intereft through her wo- 
men. Roland hearing that Servan was with 
me, left the perfons to whom he was 
giving audience, learned the news, and 
fent to invite his colleagues, Dumourier 

Vfxceptcd, to come to him. 
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It feemecj proper not to wait to be 
difmifled ; and as Scrvan's difmiffion had 
taken place, thofe v/ho poffcffed the fame 
principles ought to give in their own, 
^t leaft unlefs the king would recall Ser- 
van, and difmifs Dumourier, with whom 
they ought never again to fit in council. 
I do not doubt but that if the four mi- 
niftcrs had behaved in this manner, the 
court would not have been a little em- 
Barrafled to replace them •, that La Cofte, 
and Duranthon would have done them- 
felves credit, and that the bufmefs would 
have been fo much the more interefting 
for the public, as it became fo in a very 
different manner. 

The minifters debated without coming 
to any conclufion, except that they would 
meet again the next day at eight o'clock 
in the morning, and that Roland fhould 
prepare a letter for them. I could ne- 
ver have believed, if circumftances had 
not put me in the way of knowing ir^ 
o that 
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that judgment and firmnefs- of charac- 
ter were fo rare : how few men arc there, 
confequently, fitted forbufinefs, and how 
much fewer (till are formed to govern ! 
Were we to wiih for the union of thefe 
xjualities with perfe^ difintereftednefs, 
we wiih for a Phoenix, almoft impofli- 
ble to find. I am not aftonifhed that 
inen« above the' common ftandard, and 
who are placed at the head of empires, 
fliould hold moft commonly the human 
race in contempt. It is the almofl: necef- 
fary confequence of great knowledge of 
the world ; and in order to avoid the 
errors into which thofe may fall who are 
intruded with the happinefs of nations, 
there muft be a fund of philofophy and 
of magnanimity not very common. 

The minifters kept their appointment, 
but concluded that it would be better to 
fpeak to the king in perfon than to write 
to himj a mcafure which appeared rather 
as an expedient to avoid lofing their places 

than 
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than to come to an explanation. While 
they were yet deliberating, the king fent 
a meflage to Daranthon, the minifter of 
juftice, to go immediately and alone. 
The minifters Roland and Clavieres went 
€0 wait for him at his hotel. Daran- 
thon recurncd with a lengthened iface 
and hypocritical air, and drew out flowly 
from his pocket a paper containing the 
difmiflion of his two colleagues. " You 
have made us wait a long time for our 
liberty/' faid Roland to him, fmiling, 
and taking the paper : he returned and 
acquainted me with the news, which I 
had well forefeen. I congratulated him 
4)n it, and advifcd him not to wait till 
the king announced it to the.affembly, 
but to do it himfelf i and,fince his majefty 
had taken no advantage of the inftruc- 
tions contained in the letter, to make 
them ufeful to the public by publifh- 
ing them himfelf. I faw nothing more 
confiftent with the courage of having 
6 written 
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written to him,, than firmnefs in fending a 
copy of ic to the aflembly : in hearing 
of your difmiflion, the aflembly will be- " 
Gome acquainted with the caufe of it. 

This idea proved agreeable tcr my 
hulband, and every one knows the ho- 
nours which the aflembly conferred ^on 
the three minifters Servan, Roland, and 
Clavieres; by declaring that their difmif- 
fion was accompanied by the regrets of 
the nation -, as well as the applauie be- 
ftowcd on the letter, which was order- 
ed to be printed and fent into the depart- 
ments/' 

This citation from madame Roland's 
memoirs will not perhaps be thought too. 
long, fince it contains the detail of thofe 
circumftances which precipitated Lewis 
XVI. from the throne, and deftroyed 
monarchy in France. It is probable 
that at fome future period this fabric 
would have fallen amidfl: the ftorms of 
popular difcuflions : but its diflblution^ 

Vol. II. N had 
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bad the conduft of the court been different, 
would have been at leaft more gentle. I 
have already mentioned that madame 
Roland fcnt me from her prifon certain 
papers^ with a view ^ no doubt, that I 
fhonld in fome happier days vindicate her 
memory to the world ; and I have till this 
period, when I find that many of her pa- 
pers have been preferved, felt the keenelt 
regret, that 1 was conipelled by the late 
fflnguinary fyftem to deftroy thofe in "our 
pofleffion. without taking a copy, finee to. 
have had them difcovercd was certain- 
death 

Of the account of the conduft of the 
court written by madame Roland, ge- 
neral Servan the only principal aftor who 
flill remains, has given me many illuftra- 
tions. Servan, as minifter of war, had to 
contend not only with the enemies on the 
frontiers, but with thpfe much more for* 
midable to the ftate, in the Tuilleries. 
His office compelled* him to hold longer 
9 - com- 



(^67 } 

cbmmumcations with the king than the 
other minifters — if that could be called 
fo which was only a continued altercation. 
— His duty prompted him to explain ta 
him that his conduct was preeipitating, 
himfelf as well as the kingdom to ruin^ 
and that the whole tenor of it difcovered 
him to be hoftile to the conftitution, as. 
well as to the intereft of the ftate. *'; Tha 
king feemerf at times fo thoroughly 
convinced," fays Servan, •^ that I deceiv- 
ed myfelf into a belief that the next 
meeting he would affent to the propofi- 
tions offered him : but in the interval he 
had been affailed and hardened into re- 
fiftance in favour of Auftri-a, by the 
queen — ^^in favour of the priefts, by ma- 
dame Elifabeth ; fo that it required going 
the fame round of argument to bring 
him again to conviftion. The king 
fometimes appealed to Servan as know- 
ing, from having been long at courts* 
the rc£litude of his intentions j to which 

Servan. 
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van never would affent : on the con- 
ry, he told him that his ^weaknefs, 
ich was criminal, would never be any 
;ld againft the indignation of the peo- 
J who would not enter into diftinc- 
is. Sometimes Servan finding no 
)d was to be done that day, fat down 
write till the hour when the council 
^e upw which diftreffed the king ex- 
dir^ljr; who frequently interrupted 
1 by alking if he was taking notes of 
ir converfation. No fecretary was al- 
^cd, though decreed by the conftitu- 
ion, and repeatedly infifted on by Ro- 
d and Servan ; the former of whom 
►ught his great moroco covered book, 
kr his arm, to the great diverfion of 
van, in order to enter the records : but 
king perfifted in his refufal, and the 
res remained from the firft to the laft 
iiUiecl. 
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